
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES

April 3, 2006

PRESENT:

Douglas W. Lyon, Chair, Board of Selectmen

Mark Kaplan, Selectman

Ruth I. Clough, Selectman

Jessie Levine, Town Administrator

OTHERS PRESENT:

Richard Lee, Road Agent

Chad Denning, Recreation Director

Debbie Cross, Intertown Record

Carolyn Dube, Argus Champion

Chair Lyon called the meeting to order at 8:00 AM.

Meeting Minutes: Mr. Kaplan moved to approve the meeting minutes of March 27 and April 1, 2006.

Ms. Clough seconded and approved 3-0.

Highway Garage: Chair Lyon welcomed Road Agent Richard Lee to the meeting.  Richard Lee said he

would like to dedicate the new highway garage to the memory of Ryan Haynes.  Ryan had worked on the

garage during construction and was excited to see it finished.  The Selectmen gave their full endorsement

of the suggestion.  Richard Lee said he would like to have an open house and dedication sometime in

May, and will talk to his staff and the Haynes family to identify a date.

Richard Lee thanked the Selectmen for their support through the budget and Town Meeting process.

Chair Lyon said it is clear that the Highway Department enjoys the support from the residents.  Ms.

Clough said that at Saturday’s Citizen’s Advisory Committee meeting, it was suggested that the

departments have periodic open houses to introduce staff to citizens.  Mr. Lee said it would be nice to do

more publicity; police and fire departments in most towns get more attention, and most of the time the

highway departments like it that way.  Chair Lyon said that at the open house in May, it might be nice to

display “factoids” about the department, such as the number of lane miles maintained, how long it takes

to plow, etc.  Mr. Kaplan suggested a display about crushed glass.

Ms. Levine said that the upper culvert at Squires Lane has been sealed and water will not leave that

culvert to go down into Balsam Acres.  However, some water will get into the system downstream due to

the perforated pipe in the ditches, and groundwater is still running into the system so the fix has by no

means stopped water from running into Balsam Acres.

Richard Lee departed at 8:20 AM.

Recreation Director: At 8:20 AM, the Selectmen were joined by Chad Denning, the new Recreation

Director who started work on Wednesday, March 29.  The Selectmen welcomed Mr. Denning, who said

that he has spent his first few days catching up and “getting rolling.”  Chair Lyon asked if the waterfront

programs were coming together, and Mr. Denning said he had sat down with Ms. Levine and Nate Heath,

who will return as Waterfront Director this summer.  The three discussed ideas to improve and change

and start staffing the beach programs, and next year Mr. Denning hopes to do maintenance over the
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winter so as not to play catch up in the spring.  Ms. Clough asked if the Adventure Camp would return

this summer, and Mr. Denning said that it would, although unfortunately Lindsey Benson and Scott

Allenby would not return as counselors.  Mr. Denning is focusing on finding transportation, such as vans

or small busses, for the summer camps so that counselors and staff are not using their own vehicles.  This

led to a discussion about insurance carriers.

Mr. Denning said he is excited about running the same programs that Bob Andrews ran and try to build

on them.  Nate Heath has a great handle on the waterfront programs, and Mr. Denning is looking forward

to working with him.  Mr. Denning sent letters to the lifeguards today to invite them to return, and he is

looking into hiring Colby-Sawyer students for various summer programs.  The Easter Egg hunt will be

held on Saturday, April 15 at New London Elementary School, rain or shine.  Tickets are on sale for the

Red Sox game on May 12, and are already selling fast.

Ms. Clough invited Mr. Denning to get in touch with any of the Selectmen at any time.  Chair Lyon told

Mr. Denning that it would be helpful, especially during budget season, to compile statistics and data on

program participation and cost.  Mr. Denning said the RecTrack software will help him do that.  Ms.

Clough said the clearinghouse role was an important part of Bob Andrews’s work.

Ms. Clough said that the Selectmen are enthusiastic about Mr. Denning’s arrival and are glad he’s here.

Chair Lyon said that New London residents have been very supportive of recreation, which Mr. Denning

describes as the “heartbeat of the community.”  The Selectmen thanked him for coming in.

Roundabout Link: Ms. Levine said the Quicklink on the roundabout should be mailed out this week.  Ms.

Clough said that Peter Bianchi’s comment at the end of Saturday’s Citizen’s Advisory Committee

meeting was important: pedestrian safety is an important part of the equation, but there are many more

people going through that intersection in cars than on foot.

Tannery Pond Dam: Ms. Levine said that Richard Lee had taken her to the dam behind the Mesa building

last week, and she was comforted that the repairs seemed more straightforward than she originally

thought.  The two are going to schedule a meeting with the State Dam Bureau to find out what the State

would accept for design and repairs.  She said that the repairs would allow the water to rise by 18”, and

she is not sure that is what Elkins residents desire, but it might be the best option for repair.  Ms. Clough

suggested that Ms. Levine meet with the Elkins subcommittee to discuss the prospects.  Chair Lyon said

that he would like to investigate opportunities for a public/private partnership.

Public Works Study: Ms. Levine said she met with Gus Seamans on Thursday regarding the Public

Works Study, and she plans to attend the Sewer Commission meeting on April 6 to review the

consultants’ final report and discuss the merger of the Sewer and Highway Departments.  After some

discussion, the Selectmen decided to attend the meeting as well.  Ms. Clough said that she would like a

press release or some other form of communicating with the public, and Ms. Levine will draft a release.

Building Permits:

• Judith B. Breed Trust, 144 Hastings Landing (Map 116, Lot 014), permit to remove door, replace

with window, installation of bathroom and laundry facilities – Approved (Permit 06-012)

• James Andersen, 57 Old Route 11 (Map 056, Lot 017), permit to build a 4’ x 80’ aluminum frame,

cedar deck walkway to span uneven ground between lawn and dock – Approved (Permit 06-13)

• Jill G. Schiffman, 72 High Pine Lane (Map 044, Lot 013), permit to finish off two bedrooms and bath

above garage, add second story deck off of garage and add covered entryway to existing house/garage

– Approved (Permit 06-014)
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• Daniel and Eleanor Snyder Trusts, 373 Lakeshore Drive (Map 037, Lot 004), permit to replace and

repair dry laid stone retaining wall per NH DES Wetlands Permit #2001-00679 necessary due to

extensive ice damage on Pleasant Lake – Approved (Permit 06-015)

• Samuel B. Rowse, 47 Sunset Shores Road (Map 103, Lot 024), permit for various renovations to

interior of house including finishes and modifications to Entry/Family Room, Kitchen, Baths and

Bedrooms.  Also conversion of room above garage to a bedroom and an addition of a window in the

bedroom over the garage.  Removal of a portion of roof over a proposed deck off fifth bedroom -

Denied (Permit 06-016) Article XX, Section B, 3, b

Sign Permit Applications:

• Temporary Sign Permit Application for Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church: wooden “A”

frame stating “Yard Sale Here on May 27, 2006 from 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.” – Approved (sign may

be displayed for seven days prior to May 27, 2006).

Other Items for Signature:

• Disbursement and Payroll Voucher for the week of April 3, 2006 – Approved

• State of New Hampshire Warrant Yield Tax Levy – Approved

• Certification of Yield Taxes Assessed from April 1, 2005 to March 31, 2006 - Approved

• Application for Use of Whipple Memorial Town Hall by the New London Democratic Committee for

Caucus on April 13, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. – Approved

• Application for the Use of New London Town Commons or Whipple Memorial Town Hall (Rain) for

the New London Hospital ABC’s Child Care Center for June 20, 2006 from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 pm and

July 17, 2006 from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m. - Approved

• Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber by Kidder and Cleveland Family Trusts, 139 Knights Hill

Road (Map 101, Lot 001) – Approved

• Application for Use of the Sydney L. Crook Conference Room by the American Red Cross (Concord

Chapter) for CPR/First Aid/Babysitting Classes for Community on April 10, 20, 27, 2006 from 6:00

p.m. to 10:00 p.m.-Approved

• Appointment Card for Michael Warning as Emergency Management Director – Approved

• Elderly and Disabled Tax Deferral Application - Approved

Abatement Recommendation:

Tax Abatement for John Lightfoot Trust, 510 Bunker Road, Elkins (Map 064, Lot 008) –

Approved

There being no further business, the Board of Selectmen adjourned the meeting at 10:00 AM.

Respectfully submitted,

Jessie W. Levine

Town Administrator


