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Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes 

March 17, 2008 

 

PRESENT: 

Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
Larry Ballin Selectman 
Brian Prescott, Selectman 
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
Debbie Cross, InterTown Record 
 
Mark Kaplan opened the meeting at 8 a.m., and the Selectmen addressed six areas of business during the 
meeting.   
 
Minutes – March 10, 2008: Larry Ballin moved to accept the minutes.  Brian Prescott seconded. There 
was no further discussion. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Election of Chairman: Larry Ballin nominated Mark Kaplan as Chair of the Board of Selectmen.  Brian 
Prescott seconded. Mark Kaplan accepted the nomination and the motion was unanimously approved 
without further discussion.  
 
Volunteer Appointments:  Prior to this discussion, Selectmen received copies of New London’s Board 
Appointment Process, current list of Board and Committee members with dates of term expirations, 
current list of residents interested in volunteering, six completed Volunteer Interest Forms. 
 
Citizens’ Advisory Committee:  Ten terms expire this month and of those, four are second terms of 
membership on this committee.  Jessie Levine reminded Selectmen that appointments and reappointments 
to the CAC have historically been fairly flexible. In general, a volunteer is appointed for a term of three 
years, and if interested he or she can be reappointed to a second three-year term.  Larry Ballin said that 
Joseph McCarthy may wish a third term. 
 
Selectmen acknowledged receipt of Volunteer Interest Forms from Bob Lavoie (for reappointment) and 
Rick Anderson. Both have also expressed interest in appointments to Master Plan subcommittees, and 
Larry Ballin noted that they have attended the series of subcommittee meetings that have been held to 
date.  Rich Anderson (not to be confused with Rick Anderson) has also expressed an interest in serving as 
a volunteer member wherever he could be most helpful.  Selectmen observed that Rich Anderson has 
recently been elected to the Municipal Budget Committee for the School District. Selectmen also noted 
that Dave Harrison has expressed interest in serving on the CAC. Larry Ballin suggested it might be a 
good idea to have someone from the younger populace in Town, and someone who is a renter, on the 
CAC. He said that Signe Linville has expressed some interest to him about getting involved in Town 
volunteerism.  Rosie Johnson’s name has also come up as an interested volunteer.   
 
Selectmen agreed to appoint Bob Lavoie, Rick Anderson, Vahan Sarkisian, Dave Harrison and Joseph 
McCarthy to the CAC, and Jessie Levine will contact Signe Linville and Rosie Johnson to ascertain 
interest.  (All meetings are open to the public, and anyone can attend a CAC meeting, and contribute to 
it.)   
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Larry Ballin asked if Celeste Cook’s election to the Town’s Budget Committee would affect her 
appointment to another Board or Committee.  Jessie Levine said that there is no statutory conflict with her 
serving on the Budget Committee and continuing her other roles.   
 
Planning Board: Two terms—Tom Cottrill’s and Jeff Hollinger’s, expire this month.  Noting that he is 
usually the person to support term limits, Larry Ballin suggested that in this case, because the Planning 
Board is in the middle of the long, on-going revision of the Town’s Master Plan, those two incumbent 
members be reappointed.  He recommended keeping membership on the Planning Board the same this 
year, and both Mark Kaplan and Brian Prescott were in agreement with the recommendation.  
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment:   Two terms expire this year—Cheryl Devoe’s and Michael Todd’s.  
Michael Todd has submitted a letter expressing interest in reappointment.  Jessie Levine will contact 
Cheryl Devoe.  There was some suggestion that it if there is a vacancy on this Board, it would be 
appropriate for an alternate member to move up into that regular membership position. If Cheryl Devoe 
does not wish to be reappointed, Jessie Levine will speak to the four alternates, though it is likely that 
only Sue Andrews and Jeff Horton may be interested in moving up to a regular membership position.  
The Selectmen would like to interview Michael Todd. 
 
Conservation Commission:  Two terms expire this month—Laura Alexander’s and Emma Crane’s.  
Selectmen also acknowledged receipt of a Volunteer Interest Form from Sue Clough.  Mark Kaplan asked 
if it also holds true with this Board that when a vacancy in regular membership occurs, an alternate should 
be moved up into that. Jessie Levine said each Board uses its alternates differently. The Zoning Board has 
alternate positions in order to give new members some experience before they fill a regular membership 
position.  The Conservation Commission has used the alternate positions to move long term members 
into, in order to make room for new regular members.   
 
Selectmen acknowledged that they have met with several incumbents and interested volunteers in the 
past, and minutes from those meetings are available for review. However at this meeting, they agreed that 
if one person is interviewed for the upcoming term on any Board, all interested persons should be 
interviewed.  The Selectmen would like to interview Laura Alexander, Emma Crane, and Sue Clough. 
 
Recreation Commission:   Keith Pomkowski’s term expires this year, and Jessie Levine will contact him 
to see if he is interested in reappointment.  Sue Clough and Mark Vernon have also expressed interest in 
serving on this Commission.   
 
Archives Committee:   Sue Clough has expressed interest in serving on this committee as well. Jessie 
Levine said that usually appointments to Archives are recommended by Archives Committee members 
and approved without interviews.  
 
Board of Firewards:   Pete Lauridsen’s term expires this month, and he is interested in reappointment. 
Selectmen agreed to reappoint Pete Lauridsen to another term.  
 
Selectmen Representation:   Again, because the Planning Board is in the middle of the Master Plan 
revision process, Larry Ballin volunteered to continue serving as Selectmen’s representative to that 
Board, and Brian Prescott agreed to represent the Board of Selectmen on the Budget Committee.  That 
will include the three CIP meetings.  There was some discussion of Frank Hammond’s suggestion that 
there be Selectmen representation on the Zoning Board of Adjustment and the Conservation Commission 
as well.  Larry Ballin asked if the Wage Study subcommittee of the Budget Committee will continue 
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meeting this year. Jessie Levine said that that subcommittee has finished its work for the time being.  In 
another few years, they will conduct another wage comparison survey to see where the Town is at that 
point.  
 
Town Meeting Recap:  Selectmen noted that at Town Meeting, during the discussion of the Bucklin 
Beach improvements warrant article, Mark Vernon suggested using composting toilets instead.  Also, 
Larry Ballin said that he heard some suggestion that the existing holding tank could simply be replaced.  
Jessie Levine said that Don Bent does not feel that the State would allow replacement “in-kind.”  Larry 
Ballin suggested that it is worth asking again, as that would have the least impact on the surrounding 
environment there.  Jessie Levine will look into both those ideas.   
 
Selectmen noted that the gravel roads articles passed at Town Meeting, and work on Quail Run will begin 
this year.  Jessie Levine said that in response to a request that the list of gravel roads scheduled for paving 
be more widely circulated, she will post that list along with some other relevant information in the next 
Link.  

 

Selectmen agreed that in the future, a decision to not recommend passage of a particular article -- such as 
the proposed purchase of conservation land by Clark Pond -- could be made earlier in the overall 
discussion process and presented with more information to Townspeople.  
 
Committee Reports:   Larry Ballin reported that the last Planning Board meeting was devoted to work on 
the Vision Statement. One big change that has recently occurred is that the State is no longer planning as 
large of a Park & Ride by Exit 12.  Jessie Levine reminded Selectmen that the original idea last fall was 
for the Park & Ride to have 200 spaces. In January, DOT reduced that to 130 spaces.  Two weeks ago, 
she talked to Jim Marshall of DOT, who said that in researching this project DOT came across an old file 
referring to the existence of an Indian burial ground in that area.  Jim Marshall also said that DES had 
expressed some concern that there has already been impairment to a nearby stream from the salt that 
comes off the Interstate.  DOT representatives will be meeting with the Planning Board on March 25 to 
discuss the status of Park & Ride plans.   
 
As the Board had no further regular business on its agenda, Larry Ballin moved that per RSA 91-A:3 II 
(e), Selectmen enter non-public session in order to discuss a matter of pending litigation.  Second Brian 
Prescott. Kaplan – yes; Ballin – yes; Prescott – yes. 
 
Selectmen reentered public session at 8:40 a.m. to sign the following items: 
 
Applications for Building Permits: 
 

• Frances S. Kallgren, 252 Hall Farm Road (Map & Lot 076-058-000), add screen porch 12x14 onto 
deck – (Permit #08-027). Approved. 

• Jim & Jean Connolly, Pilot House Road (Map & Lot 068-004-000), new 4 bedroom home – (Permit 
#08-026). Approved. 

 

Application for Sign Permits: 
 

• Permanent: Artisan’s New London, 11 Pleasant Street (Map & Lot 084-073-000), one sign on the 
building and one on the pole on Main Street. Approved. 
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• Temporary: First Baptist Church, 461 Main Street, sandwich-style board announcing Boy Scout 
Spaghetti Dinner, March 19th, 5:00 pm – 7:00 pm.  Approved. 

 
Application for use of Whipple Hall: 
 

• New London Barn Playhouse, auditions for upcoming performance, April 12, 2008 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m.  Approved. 
  

Tax Abatement Recommendation: 

• Dennis Genter, 95 Old Route 11, miscalculated sewer bill in the amount of $640.43 plus interest of 
$25.48.  Approved. 

Warrant Yield Tax Levy: 

• David Kidder, 34 Blueberry Lane (Map & Lot 036-016-000) in the amount of $376.03. Approved. 

Other 
 

• Disbursement & payroll voucher week of 3/17/08 -- Approved. 

• Report of Appropriations Actually Voted. Approved. 

• Appointment card for Elizabeth Klingler, Supervisor of the Checklist, one-term term. Approved. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:45 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


