
 

 

 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING MINUTES 

 

September 6, 2006 

 
PRESENT:  
Douglas W. Lyon, Chair, Board of Selectmen  
Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
Ruth I. Clough, Selectman  
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Debbie Cross, Intertown Record 
Richard Lee, Road Agent 
 

 

Chair Lyon call meeting to order at 8:00 AM. 

Minutes: Mr. Kaplan moved to approve the minutes of August 28, 2006.  Seconded by Chair Lyon and passed 2-0 
(Ms. Clough had not yet arrived). 

Pleasant Lake Dam: Road Agent Richard Lee met with the Board of Selectmen to discuss Pleasant Lake Dam.   Mr. 
Lee explained that currently, the level of the dam is controlled by boards that are put in and removed from the gate, 
a system that worked well until this year’s heavy rains.  John Wilson, a member of the Pleasant Lake Protective 
Association, saw a gate design that he thought would work well at the Pleasant Lake dam and he provided Richard 
Lee with information.  The mechanical gate would allow manual or automatic control, which would allow for easier 
management of the water level and more responsive control in flood conditions.   

The cost for the new gate is $33,500 with the electric control, plus about $10,000 for installation costs.  The manual 
gate costs $23,500.  Mr. Lee said that Dr. Wilson had indicated the PLPA’s possible willingness to share some of 
the costs. 

Chair Lyon said this had been a good test year for the dam and water levels, and asked what was the impact on the 
lake when the water was higher than recommended.  Mr. Lee said the primary cause for concern was erosion, 
especially around the boat launch.  He said we were lucky to experience very little wave action this summer when 
the water level was high, because this would have caused more harm at the beaches and boat launch.  He said that if 
the water level remains high for 7-10 days, this increases the possibility of erosion.  He said that with the heavy 
rains this spring, the water released over the spillway but also flowed out over the boat launch, which it was 
designed to do.  He said there is no easy way to pull out the boards in the dam when the water is high, and the 
longer the boards are in, the more of a challenge they will be to remove.  In 2008, when the lake is scheduled to be 
drawn down for dam repairs, he would like to replace the gate if approved by the Budget Committee.  He would 
also like to repair cracks in the dam and make repairs to the boat launch at that time. 

Chair Lyon said he would support the additional cost for the electronic gate, which would be a labor-saving device.  
Ms. Levine said she would contact the PLPA to see if they would be willing to contribute towards the cost.  Ms. 
Clough said better control of the water level would benefit property owners around the lake, and from a naturalist 
point of view, would possibly prevent the loss of the loon nest to high water.  Mr. Lee said that the gate would also 
allow adjustment at a later date, which would not interfere with salmon spawning.  All agreed the gate would be a 
much better system. 
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Ms. Levine asked if this should be treated as a capital improvement, with a certain amount deposited into a fund 
this year and the remainder in 2008, to be spent that year.  The Selectmen agreed this should be discussed by the 
Budget Committee. 

Ms. Levine said that she and Richard Lee met with Jeff Blaney of the State’s Dam Bureau on Friday, August 25.  
Mr. Blaney had indicated that the State may look at the proposed work on the dam as repair and not reconstruction, 
which would therefore not require a professional engineering stamp in order to be approved by the State.  Mr. Lee 
also asked about the State’s upgrading of the dam to Class B, and learned that the State had made the change due to 
the potential for property damage should the dam fail.  This is primarily due to the fact that the Mesa building rests 
on a portion of the dam.  Mr. Lee said the dam classification could not be lowered unless the building was altered 
or the dam head wall lowered.   

Ms. Clough thanked Richard Lee for the road work in Elkins, saying that it looks great.  Richard Lee said he is 
hoping to grind and pave portions of the roads in two weeks.   

Tracy Library: Ms. Levine referred to an article in the Intertown Record about the announcement from Ginny Foose 
and Linda Miller, co-directors of Tracy Library, that they planned to retire at the end of December.  Ms. Levine 
said she had met with Charlie Dean, chair of the Library Trustees, to discuss the replacement hiring process, town 
benefits, etc.   

Ms. Levine referred to a letter from the directors seeking approval to serve alcohol on September 15, 2006.  The 
Board of Selectmen approved the request (Motion Chair Lyon, seconded by Ms. Clough), subject to the 
requirements of the Town’s policy on alcohol in public places. 

Mosquito Control: Ms. Levine said that reports from Municipal Pest Management have indicated that none of the 
tested pools in New London have been positive for the EEE virus.  Ms. Clough asked how many tests had been 
performed, and Ms. Levine said she would forward that information and will invite Michael Morrison to update the 
Selectmen at a future meeting.  Ms. Clough asked how much of the costs have been spent, and Ms. Levine said the 
Town had not yet received one bill.  She did not expect much savings, since the labor had to be duplicated with the 
additional rains. 

Planning Board Budget: Ms. Levine said that the Planning Board has spent almost 100% of its 2006 budget for the 
planner, but has four months remaining in the year.  She said that the town has under spent the legal budget, and the 
Selectmen have funds remaining in their discretionary account.  She said she had met with Karen Ebel and Ken 
McWilliams to discuss prioritizing work to be completed by year end, and asked the Selectmen if funds could be 
used out of the legal budget to offset the Planning Board over-expenditures.  The Selectmen agreed to the request. 

Fiber Project: Chair Lyon said the meeting on August 30 was a good one, with good representation from seven of 
the eight towns participating in the project.  Based on feedback at the meeting, it doesn’t sound like any town is 
having cold feet.  Ms. Levine said that to the contrary, it sounds like the towns are not opposed to increasing the 
cost of the project to extend the network to 100% of their residents.  The consultants are taking another look at their 
strategy to meet the Selectmen’s request.  Ms. Clough thought that there should be more education locally about the 
potential costs of the project, starting with the Citizen’s Advisory Committee.  Chair Lyon agreed that people need 
to be informed about the potential for services over the fiber network; more data and information need to be shared 
wit the public. 

Building Permits: 

• Samuel B. Rowse, 47 Sunset Shores (Map 103, Lot 024), amended permit to convert planned interior space to 
exterior deck with door, there will be no increase in volume – Approved (Permit 06-057 

• Jane and Jerry Barnes, 800 Lakeshore Drive (Map 051, Lot 005), permit to build new garage and change 
driveway – Approved (Permit 06-0109) 
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• Robert R. and Nancy A. Mahar, 97 Northwood Lane (Map 104, Lot 006), permit to construct 14’ x 16’wood 
deck at ground level – Approved (Permit 06-108) 

Sign Permit Applications: 

 

• Temporary Sign Permit Application for Kearsarge Area Council on Aging, 37 Pleasant Street (Map 084, Lot 
075), permit to a have temporary two square foot sandwich board sign to be placed at the Information Booth 
indicating a “Yard Sale” on Sunday, September 3, 2006 from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM “after the fact” - Approved 

 

Other Items for Signature: 

• Disbursement and Payroll Voucher for the week of September 6, 2006 – Approved 

• Ballot Clerks; William T. Andrews, Janet R. Beardsley-Blanco, Patricia G. Coogan, Elizabeth T. Cooper, 
Kathleen M. Horten, Thelma Kaplan, John Lightfoot Jr., Pamela Low, Robert G. MacMichael, Pamela J. 
Saunders, Margaret K. Theroux and Alternate Ballot Clerks; Sonja B Hannah, Margaret C. Holliday, Linda J. 
Jackman, Suzanne H. Jesseman, Susan A. Kent, Mary-Alice Maguire, Irene L. Nelson, Sarah M. Scheuch, 
Virginia A. Soule, Joan M. Trabucchi, Appointment Cards – Approved 

• State of New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration Summary Inventory of Valuation Form MS-1 
for 2006-Approved 

• Notice of Intent to Cut Wood for John and Cynthia Canaday, 206 Main Street (Map 107, Lot 014) – Approved 

• Application for Use of Whipple Memorial Hall for New London Garden Club for “Standard Flower Show” for 
set-up on Thursday, June 14, 2007 from 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM, receiving and judging Friday, June 15, 2007 from 
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM and the show on Saturday, June 16, 2007 from 9:00 AM – 4:00 PM with take down on that 
day from 4:00 PM – 5:00 PM – Approved 

• Application for Use of the Town Office Small Conference Room for Kearsarge Youth Hockey on Wednesday, 
September 6, 2006 from 6:30 PM – 7:45 PM for team registration – Approved 

• Application for Use of the Sydney L. Crook Conference Room for Adventures in Learning commencing on 
Tuesdays, January 16 – February 27, 2007 from 1:15 PM – 3:45 PM; Wednesdays, January 17 – February 28, 
2006 from 9:15 AM – 11;45 AM;  Thursdays, January 18 – February 15, 2007 from 9:15 AM – 11:45 AM and 
Thursday afternoon from January 18 – March 15, 2007 from 1:15 PM – 3:45 PM; Fridays, January 19 - -March 
2, 2007 from 9:15 AM – 11:45 AM and Friday afternoons January 19 – March 16, 2007 from 1:15 PM – 3:45 
PM – Approved 

• Application for the Use of the Sydney L. Crook Conference Room for the New London Garden Club for 
“Money Counting” on Saturday, July 28, 2007 for all day use - Approved 

There being no further business, the Board of Selectmen adjourned the meeting at  10:00 AM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jessie W. Levine 
Town Administrator 


