New London Energy Committee

December 6, 2010

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jack Harrod, Dave Sauerwein, Mark Vernon, Joan Cobb, Mike Meller,
Dave Harris
MEMBERS ABSENT: Bill Spear, Peter Stanley, Margie Weathers, Russ Aney

Chair Harrod called the meeting to order at 7:05pm.
1. Minutes of November 1, 2010 meeting

Harrod asked if there were any amendments or corrections to the minutes, which he had
previously circulated to the members. There were none.

IT WAS MOVED (Mark Vernon) AND SECONDED (Dave Sauerwein) to approve the
minutes of the November 1, 2010 Energy Meeting, as circulated.
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

2. Master Plan Schedule/Energy Chapter
Russ Aney was not present at the meeting. Since no new draft had been reviewed by the
committee as of yet, this portion of the meeting was postponed until Aney could participate.

3. Energy Efficiency Community Block Grants (EECBG) Aney was not present at the meeting to
comment on this portion of the agenda.

4. NHMEAP Update
Aney was not present at the meeting to comment on this portion of the agenda.

5. Colby-Sawyer College Developments

Harrod noted that there would be a meeting on December 13th with CSC President Tom Galligan
and others from the town regarding a possible wind turbine project. Sauerwein said the college
hopes to move forward with wind power in the town. Solar and wind project models would be
available for educational purposes. The meeting on the 13" will involve representatives from the
town, the college, and the hospital. Sauerwein said that there was mutual interest in wind power,
but there was also concern about funding from all sides, which has stalled conversations on how
it could be achieved. He felt they could figure out the funding problems when and if they arise,
and move forward with planning in the meantime. Harrod said that Peter Stanley has in the past
pointed out that to make wind power commercially viable, it would be necessary to employ
several wind turbines together in the effort. Harrod commented that he has seen several stand-
alone turbines, and felt that this method may be viable to pay for itself over time. Sauerwein said
that the Morgan Hill location was potentially the best spot for turbines, in terms of wind. Harrod
said that another spot they have considered is the south end of Pleasant Lake. Before using any
location, it was noted that the wind consistency and velocity would need to be studied with
anemometers for at least a year.

6. Encouraging the use of reusable shopping bags (Hannaford et al.)

Harrod said that he had received a reply from Hannaford, which he circulated to the committee.
He said the letter left the door slightly ajar for further discussions about discouraging disposable
shopping bags. Joan Cobb opined that if Hannaford agreed to re-emphasize a reusable bag
program and it was publicized, others would follow suit. Harris said that Clarke’s Hardware is




promoting using the reusable “blue bags” for shopping. Harrod felt they should try to keep
selling the blue bags and combine it with the efforts of Hannaford. He opined that they could
communicate to the person at Hannaford headquarters that the committee would like to continue
the discussion about the bags. Meller and Harrod said they both use their disposable plastic bags
for garbage. The Hannaford letter rejected the idea of selling disposable bags, as some people
really liked them. They also rejected the idea of the New London location hosting a pilot program
for a renewed reusable bag campaign. Their reasoning was that they have many other stores and
they all have to work in the same manner. Meller felt they needed to come up with some sort of
reward system so that people would use the reusable bags. They have to provide something to
make people do it and make it a habit. Meller opined that Hannaford did not want to give
discounts for using reusable bags because the clerks don’t have time to count the bags and figure
out how much the customer should get back as a discount.

Harrod noticed that 90% of the letter was filler, before it got to the part that Hannaford would be
open to continue the conversation about reusable bags. They all agreed that they should contact
the store manager from Hannaford, as was suggested by the letter-writer. Sauerwein said it
would be good to look at other towns which may have implemented this kind of thing in
preparation for a meeting with personnel from Hannaford.

Meller wondered what Hannaford was thinking, as they may have been approached by others
about this before. He also wondered what their experience was, as well as their general outlook
on the issue. Harrod said that the letter-writer was insistent that there were people who want the
plastic bags and they wouldn’t think of charging for them.

Cobb said that she and Margie Weathers plan to meet and come up with a campaign to make the
use of reusable bags a town-wide project.

7. December 8th Event

On the upcoming Wednesday night there would be a “button-up” workshop at the library at 7pm
with two experts who will talk about some basic things that people can do for themselves to save
money on heating expenses in the winter.

Harrod noted that Town Administrator Jessie Levine wrote a nice article about the Energy
Committee and the work it has done, in the InterTown Record.

Meller said that he has recently made some upgrades to part of his home and while it did cost a
bit of money, it was worth it as it has made a difference in heating.

Meller said that he would like some physical help to get the room ready for the workshop on
Wednesday. Harris and Harrod said they would be there at 6:15-6:30 to help.

There was some talk about the new state legislature and how energy issues would be approached.
Harris commented that energy issues are not partisan issues. He noted that retrofitting homes
equals jobs, which are in demand.

Meller commented that the Kearsarge Shopper ad was discounted by almost half, using the town
rate, and that they would not have any refreshments at the workshop because there was no budget

for it.

8. “Member Minutes”




Harrod said he’s been contacted by Linda Jackman for input for the town report. Last year he
drafted something and sent it to Mark Vernon to review, and it was then sent to Linda for
inclusion in the town report. He said that this year they could write about EECBG grants, MEAP,
the Master Plan chapter, and the Atlantic Energy electricity rate.

Vernon noted that he has two new “No Idling” signs. He thought he would ask the Police Chief,
Dave Seastrand, to put one at the Police Department. He added that he hadn’t received any
comments regarding the first draft of his Power Management policy. The committee decided to
review the text for the following month. Vernon reported that he had recently completed a
prototype of a hitching-post type of bike rack and sent a photo of it to Jessie Levine and Richard
Lee, Public Works Director. He didn’t feel as though Lee or Levine were very excited about the
project.

Harris noted that he didn’t feel that the “Green on the Green” project should be a function of the
Energy Committee. He said he has tried to contact Mountain Spirits Foundation and hadn’t heard
from them yet. Harrod said that Aney knew another 501.3c¢ to get in touch with.

Sauerwein said he was looking forward to the meeting with the town on the wind power
initiative.

Meller had no comment.

Cobb noted there was a meeting the next day in Concord that would give information on how to

help businesses run more energy-efficiently. She wasn’t sure she could get there. It did not seem
as though anyone else from the committee would attend.

9. Next Meeting
Harrod announced that Monday, January 3rd was the next scheduled meeting. There were no
objections.

With no other business, Harrod called for a motion to adjourn.

IT WAS MOVED (Dave Sauerwein) AND SECONDED (Mark Vernon) to adjourn the
meeting of December 6, 2010. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:45pm.
Respectfully Submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary
Town of New London

Reviewed by Jack Harrod
Chairman, NLEC



