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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

FEBRUARY 4, 2008 

 

PRESENT: 

Larry Ballin (Selectman) 
Brian Prescott (Selectman) 
Jessie Levine (Town Administrator) 
 
ABSENT: 

Mark Kaplan (Chair, Board of Selectmen) 
 

ALSO: 

Debbie Cross (InterTown Record) 
John Skow (resident) 
D.J. Lavoie (resident) 
Richard Lee (Public Works Department) 
David Seastrand (Police Department) 
 
Larry Ballin opened the meeting at 8 a.m., and the Selectmen addressed six items of business during the 
meeting. 
 
Discussion w/John Skow re: Snow Plowing Technique: Prior to the meeting Selectmen received copies 
of a letter from John Skow dated January 25 regarding his receipt of a $25 ticket for placing “snow across 
the road,” as well as copies of the New London Street Obstruction Ordinance and NH RSA 236:20.   
 
John Skow said that on the 17th and 18th of January, the area had 6 to 7 inches of light snow. He said there 
was loose snow at the end of the driveway and his son, in clearing the driveway, pushed that loose snow 
over to the snow bank on the other side of the road.  Subsequently they were issued the ticket, though the 
officer who wrote the ticket agreed that the roadway was not covered, and driving was not impaired there.  
But, the officer said, the Town does not want residents to add to the roadside snow banks.  At this 
meeting, John Skow pointed out that the ordinance does not specifically say that.  His position is that if 
the Town does not want residents to add to the snow banks, the ordinance should say so.   
 
David Seastrand said that on December 7, the Public Works Department called the Police Department 
regarding this problem.  He said the Police issued a warning at that time, and that that was the second 
time the Public Works Department had requested that the Police speak to the Skows about this.  Mr. 
Skow disagreed, saying that they had never been told either verbally or in writing that they could not push 
the snow into the bank across the road.   
 
Richard Lee said he has spoken to Mr. Skow numerous times about this.  He said that the problem with 
people pushing snow across the road into the bank on the other side is that the snow bank then starts 
backing into the roads, then freezes and becomes a danger to drivers. Also, he observed that in doing that, 
the Skows’ plow left ridges across the road, and his department was then forced to clear those (again) 
before they could sand there.  Regarding the street obstruction ordinance, he said that if it (snow) is 
between the (roadside) banks, it’s an obstruction. 
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Larry Ballin clarified from Mr. Skow that the property across the road is not the Skows’, but the Fifield 
property, and he asked Mr. Skow why he does not keep the snow from his driveway on his side of the 
road. Mr. Skow said that from now on, they will, but, he emphasized, they were never told that this was a 
problem before.  He pointed out that in reading the ordinance, a citizen would not gather that that is the 
intent.  He reiterated that they had never been told by either the Highway Department or the Police 
Department not to push snow into the bank on the other side of the road. Now that they have been told, 
they will not do so again.  Richard Lee disagreed, saying that he has personally spoken with these 
residents.  John Skow said then they (he and Richard Lee) have a different memory of things.   
 
Jessie Levine said the ordinance was written with the intent to cover this issue.  Larry Ballin said if the 
residents are pushing snow into the existing snow bank, they are probably leaving it in the right-of-way. 
John Skow said on that occasion, they actually pushed it up onto the snow bank.  He repeated that they 
will not do it again, but at that time, there was no way for them to know it was forbidden.  
 
Larry Ballin agreed that the wording of the ordinance does not specifically say anything about carrying 
snow across the road to the bank on the other side, but it is common sense not to do that, and until now, 
he thought that the ordinance did specifically address that. Jessie Levine pointed out that the ordinance 
does not specifically prohibit basketball hoops being set up in the road either, but people know not to do 
that.   
 
Larry Ballin said that if the $25 is a hardship, they can discuss that, but otherwise he said it sounded as 
though there had been communication about this in the past.   
 
Brian Prescott said he also feels that the ordinance is not clear on this issue.  On the other hand, he agreed 
that it is a danger when the snow bank starts to back into the road and then freezes.  He suggested the 
ordinance be made more clear.  Larry Ballin agreed that the ordinance should be rewritten to clearly 
address this issue, but he added that even as it is written now, there has been a clear infraction, and he felt 
the fine should stand.   
 
Selectmen agreed that the ticket in this case would not be rescinded, but that the ordinance will be 
rewritten. 
 
Minutes – January 28, 2008: Selectmen received copies of an undated memo from Sue Little proposing 
amendments to the minutes of the Selectmen’s last meeting.  After reviewing each, Selectmen agreed that 
seven of the ten consisted of new or additional information, that is, information that had not been 
presented at the January 28 meeting and therefore would not require amendments to the minutes.   
 
The three amendments accepted were: On page one, the spelling of Liz Meller’s name was corrected, and 
it was clarified that Judy Wallace is a Library Trustee, not a member of the Garden Committee.  On page 
7, paragraph one, lines 1-2, Selectmen agreed to amend as requested, to read, “Yes, unless the Budget 
Committee voted otherwise.” 
 
Larry Ballin moved to accept the minutes as amended.  Brian Prescott seconded.  No further discussion.  
Motion unanimously approved. 
 
The new information submitted by Sue Little included some research from James Squires’ Mirror to 
America regarding the original conveyance of the deed from Jane Tracy to the Town in 1926, the 1937 
reconveyance to Jane Tracy, and the 1951 acceptance of a gift in trust.   
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She has learned that the garden was gifted in 1927.  Also she pointed out that as things are currently, the 
Town appropriation will go to zero in 2011.   
 
2008 Filings for Town Elections: Selectmen received a list of candidates who had filed for elected 
office, and Jessie Levine will forward a copy to the League of Women Voters for their Candidates’ Night 
on March 4.   
 
Elkins:  Upon receipt of inquiry from Ken Miller, Jessie Levine drafted a letter to be reviewed by Bart 
Mayer, regarding the Town’s role in respect to the dam.  The State has ordered the owners of the dam to 
breach or repair it.  In 2006, voters at Town Meeting approved funds for design and engineering of this in 
anticipation that the Town would assume ownership.  The Town continues to want to assume ownership 
of the dam, but first requires that the owners of the Mesa building remove the back porches that hang over 
the dam.   
 
Clough Harbour will schedule (free of charge) a charette in Elkins for the spring.   
 
The Energy Committee has a student intern who will be looking into the possibility of using the dam to 
generate some hydro power.   
 
Committee Reports: Larry Ballin reported that the Planning Board discussed parking issues at the 
college. The college wishes to add 40 beds in the basement of the older dorms.  Everyone agreed that the 
current situation with numbers of cars parking on Main Street must be studied.  The Planning Board 
urged the college to create more internal parking.   
 
Also, the Planning Board heard a request from Fourteen Carrots to add two tables inside for people to sit 
down while eating.   
 
Other: 

 

1. D.J. Lavoie asked about disposal of the new energy efficient fluorescent bulbs. Jessie Levine said 
they can be taken to the transfer station and recycled just as the old style fluorescent bulbs were.   

 
2. D.J. Lavoie suggested that Town department heads be scheduled one at a time to meet with the 

Citizens’ Advisory Committee for updates.  Selectmen and Jessie Levine pointed out that meetings 
with department heads have been in the mix all along, though not on a regular schedule. They asked 
D.J. Lavoie if there is any one in particular that she would like to hear from. D.J. Lavoie said Public 
Works.  Jessie Levine said that Richard Lee had just met with the CAC in October.  The suggestion 
will be taken under advisement beginning in March. The February 23 CAC meeting will be devoted 
to a discussion of the 2008 warrant articles.   

 
3. Larry Ballin reported receipt of a letter from Everett Yelton with suggestions, including: 

o Selectmen’s email addresses should be printed on the web site.  Larry Ballin and Brian Prescott 
agreed.   

o Town should be more involved with energy conservation and planning.  Energy Committee has 
been established. 

o Increase the Board of Selectmen from three members to five.  Selectmen agreed that there is 
never an abundance of volunteers anyway, and Larry Ballin added that his feeling is that the 
Board works well at the current size.   

Larry Ballin will respond to the letter. 
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4. Selectmen approved and signed the following items: 
 

o Disbursement voucher for February 4, 2008. 
 

o Application from Adventures in Learning to use the conference room on March 19 from 12 to 
1:30 p.m. 

 
o Sign permit for C.B. Coburn and Not Just Balloons. A 5’4”sign will replace the existing one on 

the post in front of the store.   
 

o Sign permit for C.B. Coburn and Not Just Balloons to add a sign on the front façade of building.  
 

o Building permit for Danny R. and Maria J. Hammon for a structure demolition at 871 Bunker 
Road, Tax Map 077-008-000. 

 
o Building permit for Thomas J. and Wendy R. Brennan to include a deck to the approved addition 

at 27 Pearl Street, Tax Map 084-087-000. 
 

o Building permit for Robert and Kathryn Ruggles to remove existing house and replace with a new 
residence including deck, porches and carport at 823 Bunker Road, Tax Map 077-004-000. 

 
o Building permit for David and Celeste Cook for a shed/dormer addition to second floor of 

existing garage/office at 79 Whitney Brook Road, Tax map 052-005-000. 
 

o Building permit for Lori and Chris Niehaus for a garage with bedroom and bath, deck and access 
stairs at 155 Owls Nest Road, Tax Map 141-001-000. 

 
o Building permit for Howard C. Davis III for a single story garage at 143 Lighthouse View Road, 

Tax map 115- 
 

o Building permit for Robert and Jill Carr for an addition to the kitchen and family room at 29 
Boulder Point, Tax Map 115-002-000. 

 
o Delegation of Deposit Authority to Steve Theroux, per RSA 41:29 (II). 

 
o 2007 appropriation transfers. 

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


