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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
MEETING MINUTES 

APRIL 21, 2008 
 

PRESENT: 
Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
Larry Ballin Selectman 
Brian Prescott, Selectman 
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
Anna Super, Argus Champion 
Emma and Bob Crane, Conservation Commission 
 
Mark Kaplan opened the meeting at 8 a.m., and the Board addressed thirteen items of business during the 
meeting. 
 
Minutes April 7, 2008:  Mark Kaplan amended the first sentence under Committee Reports on page four 
to read “…renovation of the basements in three of the dorm buildings to provide additional dorm space.”  
Larry Ballin corrected the spelling of PacketFront on page four.  Brian Prescott moved to accept the 
minutes as amended.  Larry Ballin seconded. No further discussion. Motion unanimously approved.  
 
Audit Questionnaire: Jessie Levine explained that the purpose of this questionnaire is to let the auditing 
firm know what the Selectmen’s perception is on certain issues.  The firm, Plodzik & Sanderson, requests 
that the Selectmen rather than the Administrator complete the form.  Mark Kaplan received the 
questionnaire and wanted to complete it with the other two Selectmen present.  Selectmen were able to 
complete the questionnaire, and sign it at this meeting, and Jessie Levine will forward it to Plodzik & 
Sanderson.   
 
Portsmouth Coalition:  Prior to this meeting, Selectmen received copies of the April 3, 2008 
memorandum from Pat Remick, Coordinator of the Portsmouth Coalition, requesting a contribution of 
$1000 for that organization’s operating expenses, and urging support of the constitutional amendment 
(CACR34).  Jessie Levine referred to the question that has been raised regarding Senate Bill 539 creating 
(recreating) donor towns.  She reminded Selectmen that a year after the Portsmouth Coalition was 
created, New London did contribute $5000 toward its expenses, and did the same for the following two 
years (2000, 2001, 2002), and again in 2005. Since then, it has been the sense of the New London 
Selectmen that the State needs to look at funding resources (for education) other than the property tax.  
She noted that the city of Portsmouth covers more than half of the Coalition’s annual budget, including 
office and staffing costs.  Larry Ballin asked if Selectmen need Town Meeting approval to make a 
contribution now.  Jessie Levine said it could be taken out of the legal fund. $40,000 was appropriated for 
that line item, and as of the end of March, only 5% of that amount has been spent.   
 
Larry Ballin said he would not recommend returning to the $5000 contribution as New London has made 
in the past, but would approve sending $1000. He suggested it would be a good way to start participating 
in the protection of New London’s tax payers.  He noted that he has been to two coalition meetings and 
found it to be an effective group. He said the Coalition does have the Governor’s ear.  Brian Prescott and 
Mark Kaplan agreed. New London will send a contribution of $1000 to the Portsmouth Coalition.   
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Emma Crane-Volunteer for Conservation Commission: Mark Kaplan welcomed Emma Crane fr her 
interview for reappointment to the Conservation Commission.  Emma Crane said she originally came on 
the Conservation Commission to complete the balance of Dick Cavallaro’s term, and has since served one 
full three-year term of her own.  She is seeking reappointment to another three-year term.   
 
Larry Ballin asked for her sense of how things went with the warrant article brought by the Commission 
to Town meeting regarding appropriation of funds to purchase the Clark Pond land. Emma Crane said she 
was out of town immediately following Town Meeting, but has since brought herself up to date on how 
those discussions went.  She said she felt that in the period preceding Town Meeting, the Conservation 
Commission acted in good faith in preparing for presentation of this proposed purchase, and they felt they 
were following all the right procedures.  She noted that all of those discussions and preparations are 
described in the meeting minutes that are on the website.   
 
Larry Ballin agreed, but said that the Selectmen feel that when there is a financial issue on the table, the 
Selectmen and Budget Committee need to have more involvement earlier in the process.  Brian Prescott 
asked if she feels there should be Selectman representation on the Conservation Commission.  Emma 
Crane said all meetings are open to the public, and Selectmen are welcome to attend.   
 
Mark Kaplan recalled the procedure for funding the Low Plain area. Though the price was over $250,000, 
Conservation Commission members approached interested parties who were able and possibly willing to 
contribute to that purchase.  In that way, they were able to raise all but a balance of $45,000. They then 
came to the Town for that balance.  He noted that that is not what the Conservation Commission did this 
time, and he said the Board of Selectmen do not understand that transition in procedure. Emma Crane said 
she was not on the Commission at the time of the Low Plain purchase.  Mark Kaplan understood that, but 
said it points to the possibility that the Board of Selectmen should have a representative on the 
Conservation Commission.  
 
He asked why a second appraisal was not done.  Emma Crane said she did not know.  Mark Kaplan said  
that is usually considered standard procedure.  He reiterated the suggestion that there be someone on the 
Commission who would have caught that, and who would be looking at the fiscal angles of these kinds of 
projects.  He added that the Selectmen are not against conservation, but do need some rationale.  Emma 
Crane indicated that the Conservation Commission understands that. 
 
Larry Ballin said that everyone agrees that there needs to be due diligence, and the Conservation 
Commission understands that going forward from here, the Selectmen are going to have a voice in the 
room.   
 
In response to question from the Board, Bob Crane said he serves as a volunteer on the Conservation 
Commission parallel to Emma Crane’s membership.  He is the Conservation Commission’s webmaster, 
and both he and Emma Crane do the monitoring of the twelve conservation easements that the Town 
owns.   
 
Legislative Process: Selectmen received copies of a letter dated April 10 from the Local Government 
Center soliciting suggestions for policy changes to legislation affecting municipalities including 
municipal administration and financial management, planning and environmental quality, general 
government, revenue and intergovernmental relations. Jessie Levine said she mentioned in the past 
submitting a proposal that would amend the (now) three-year old statute that prohibits municipalities 
from bonding for broadband infrastructure if they already have service in the community.  Prior to that 
legislation, the bonding statute did not include that prohibition.  She said she would like to propose that 
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they eliminate that latest version that does include that prohibition.  Selectmen agreed to submit that 
policy change proposal to LGC.  
 
Joint Assessing Board: Jessie Levine said 2008 is the year in the rotation cycle when New London will 
have a resident representative to this Board.  She observed that this is a good way for people to become 
involved in the process. It does not require much time or work, just attendance at the quarterly meetings.  
This is an oversight Board; it does not affect assessing policy.  She said George Jamison was great at this 
the first time, and she suggested that the opportunity be opened up to others who may be interested. 
Selectmen agreed to bring this up at the CAC meeting on Saturday.   
 
Joint Sewer Board Meeting, April 23, 5:30 p.m.: Jessie Levine said Charlie Smith of the Sunapee 
Board would like to have New London’s support of the idea of having the plant staff look at the geo-bags, 
and that will probably be a topic at this meeting.  Brian Prescott asked about the venting issue.  Jessie 
Levine said they are still looking into that. Sunapee feels the problem is caused by the fact that New 
London does not have charcoal filters over its man holes, and New London disagrees. She added that the 
flow from New London has been much lower since the middle school moved.   
 
Middle School Dedication: Selectmen received an invitation to this dedication ceremony on May 4 at 2 
p.m.  
 
Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting April 26:  After some discussion, Selectmen agreed to invite 
Randy Foose and Dave Kidder to attend on Saturday to update the group on Senate Bill 539.  Selectmen 
will also invite volunteers for the position on the Joint Assessors Board as discussed above, update on the 
round-about, and if there is time, open the floor to other questions.   
 
Round-About: Jessie Levine reported that the contractors are able to put in between 150 to 200 feet of 
the new water main each day.  They have encountered only a small amount of ledge by Jakes, and that 
that should be soft enough to peel off without blasting.   
 
She said that an issue with the utilities arose on Thursday, but everyone has been cooperative.  There 
remains a question about the blinking light there. DOT owns it, and PSNH provides power.  Though 
PSNH can turn off the power, it cannot remove the light that belongs to DOT, and DOT requires more 
notice to arrange for removal of that light. As it is, the contractor will remove the light during the 
construction process, once power is turned off.  That will require a change order. 
 
Mark Kaplan asked if the engineer is on site. Jessie Levine said the water precinct’s engineer is on site, 
and the Town’s engineer will be present once the Town’s portion of the project begins.   

She said a question has come up about the portion of sidewalk that will go up County Road and into 
Hilltop. Hilltop originally asked if it can curve around a tree there in order to preserve that tree.  Now, 
they feel the tree will die anyway as a result of all the digging in the area, and have changed their request.  
Now they are looking at three possibilities: (a) to continue with the original plan, (b) to take the tree down 
and construct a straight sidewalk, (c) to not take the tree down and construct a straight sidewalk.  She said 
a straight sidewalk would be preferable, and added that she has offered to plant new trees in the area after 
construction.  Hilltop has also asked that contractors be asked to remove their equipment from the Hilltop 
property, as residents are getting ready to begin the gardening season in that location. 

Selectmen agreed to send a letter to the Historical Society thanking it for allowing contractors to use some 
of its space for storing vehicles and equipment there during the project.   
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Jessie Levine has heard from Huberts who would like to salvage the trees on the County Road side of its 
property.  She will be meeting with Huberts’ landscaper later today, to discuss that as well as ask about 
daylilies for the project.  She said she has cancelled the part of the round-about contract that calls for day 
lilies to be planted at $26/each.   

Legal: Jessie Levine reported that the court has denied the Town’s request for attorney fees relative to an 
abatement case, as it found that in that instance the plaintiff did not have warning of this potential cost to 
himself.  The court noted that the plaintiff now does have that understanding, and in the future, the 
decision may go in the Town’s favor.   

In response to a question from Mark Kaplan, she said that Lakeside Lodge has appealed to Supreme 
Court.   

Committee Reports:  

o Larry Ballin reported that the Planning Board devoted its April 8 meeting to drafting the community 
survey in preparation for the Master Plan work.  Tomorrow night they will be meeting with the 
College regarding its site plan for the additional dorm space. He said one concern is that the College 
is doing this before providing a plan for parking improvements.   

Jessie Levine suggested the Planning Board consider using a web survey tool for its survey, with the 
option of mailing hard copies to those residents who request it. She said the cost for something like 
survey monkey would be $200 per year, and they can use it as often as they wish—it would not be 
limited to this survey. Also, it tallies the results, and the hard copy results could be added in.  Larry 
Ballin asked what kinds of limitations could be put on who fills out the survey. Jessie Levine said the 
web sites can allow the Town to limit any given computer to one survey only. The problem with that 
is that two or more members of the same household (with one computer) would not be able to fill out 
the survey individually.  Also, only one person could fill out the survey on each of the library 
computers.  There has been suggestion that the surveys could be limited to one per name and email 
address.  Jessie Levine also recommended that the Planning Board consider how to include business 
owners who do not reside in New London in the survey.  

o She said the Energy Committee also met on April 8. Today, several of that Committee are going to 
view the new EPA building in Chelmsford.  She said that Mark Vernon who is responsible for 
organizing the Lights Out night, is now promoting the idea of reducing lawn mowing by encouraging 
more low maintenance natural plantings.  Selectmen said that while the Energy Committee has good 
ideas, they would like to see that committee have more direction, and Larry Ballin expressed concern 
that they run ideas by the Selectmen before trying to promote them Town-wide.  Letting grass and 
brush grow up in too many places, for example, could be a fire hazard.  Jessie Levine agreed, saying 
that one of the ideas being floated at those committee meetings is for New London to adopt an energy 
compliant building code, but the Energy Committee needs to understand that ideas like that are not 
simple to implement. That would be a multi-step, multi-year process.  She suggested the Energy 
Committee could use some top-down direction from the Selectmen at some point, and she will invite 
the chair to a future Selectmen’s meeting.  

o She reported that the Joint Assessing Board has recently held its quarterly meeting, and at this 
meeting, all three Selectmen agreed that the arrangement itself—that is with three towns sharing an 
assessor and costs, is beneficial, and recommended continuing the intermunicipal agreement for 
another three years. 
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o Mark Kaplan reported that as of April 30, the New Hampshire/Vermont Solid Waste consortium is 

defunct.  There will be one more meeting of the New Hampshire District, and at that point, 
presumably, that group will be finished as well.  At that meeting there will be some discussion of the 
funds balance. New London should get approximately $50,000 of that, including its percentage of the 
Acworth settlement.  He reported that staff and others all feel that New London’s current New 
London to Meredith to Berlin arrangement is working out well.  Lastly, he recommended that the 
Solid Waste Committee begin working on ideas for increasing recycling.   

With no further regular business before the Board, Brian Prescott moved to enter non-public session per 
RSA91-A:3 II (a-personnel compensation and contracts, and c-matter affecting reputation of someone 
other than member of the board).  Larry Ballin seconded. No further discussion. Roll call vote: Ballin—
yes; Prescott—yes; Kaplan—yes.  Motion unanimously approved. 

Signatures: Selectmen reentered public session at 9:40 a.m., in order to sign the following items: 
 
Applications for Building Permits: 
 

• Brian & Danielle Carey, Burpee Hill Road (Map & Lot 056-007-001) New single family 3 bedroom 
home (Permit #08-036) Approved. 

• Rosemary Salvatore, 46 Ridge Road (Map & Lot 122-007-000) finish above garage, new kitchen, 
farmers porch & dormers (Permit #08-040) Approved.  

• Anne E. Gross, 22 County Road (Map & Lot 046-005-000) interior remodeling of kitchen, bath, 
windows (Permit#08-037) Approved. 

• Greg Gutgsell & Darren Phipps, 125 Newport Road (Map & Lot 059-001-000) temporary jobsite 
trailer (Permit #08-038) Approved. 

• Stanley & Janice Cundy, 1485 Little Sunapee Road (Map & Lot 030-002-000) replace deck and build 
new screen porch (Permit #08-039) Approved. 

 
Application for use of Sydney Crook Room: 

 

• Adventures in Learning, Colby Sawyer College, Tuesday’s & Thursday’s July 15, 17, 22, 24, 31, & 
August 5 & 7, 2008 from 9am-12pm – Approved. 

 
Application for Temporary Sign Permit: 
 

• The Fells Corporation, Newbury, put sign up in front of New London’s Information Booth for 1 week 
(6/14-6/21) Annual Plant Sale @ The Fells – Approved. 

• Kearsarge Community Presbyterian Church, 82 King Hill Road, & Information Booth for 2 signs 
advertising their yard sale, May 23rd, 2008 – Approved. 

• League of Women Voters, Art Studio Tour Sign for May 3rd on Town Green, - Approved. 
 
Permanent Application for Property Tax Credit/Exemption: 

• Anderson, Walter & Eleanor, 113 Hilltop Place (Map & Lot 144-001-113) – Approved. 
• Chidsey, Elizabeth, 25 Birch Acres (Map & Lot 074-014-000) – Approved 
• Dempsey, Joyce, 33 The Seasons (Map & Lot 146-002-003) – Approved. 
• Edmunds, Andrew & Gena, 40 Frothingham Road, (Map & Lot 095-017-000) – Approved. 
• Fajans, Sandra, 57 Cricenti Lane (Map & Lot 058-017-000) – Approved. 
• Gold, Jane, 525 Shaker Street (Map & Lot 124-001-000) – Approved. 
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• Jamieson, Kristyn, 712 Sugarhouse Road (Map & Lot 034-011-000) – Approved. 
• Lamy, Richard 160 Fairway Lane (Map & Lot 124-004-000) – Approved. 
• McCollum, Arthur, 251 Wilder Lane (Map & Lot 111-006-000) – Approved. 
• Mostue, Erling, 332 Parkside Road Unit 25 (Map & Lot 072-020-025) – Approved. 
• Mylonas, Christopher, 508 Elkins Road (Map & Lot 078-033-000) – Approved. 
• O’Hayer, Joan, 101 Hilltop Place (Map & Lot 144-001-101) – Approved 
• Register, Charles 40 Snow Lane (Map & Lot 055-012-006) – Approved. 
• Teach, Gusta 5 The Seasons  (Map & Lot 146-002-005) – Approved. 
 
Sewer Betterment: 
 
• Edmunds Road – Property Tax 1st Levy, ($7000.00) – Approved. 
• Job Seamans Acres – Final Property Tax Levy, ($4367.11) – Approved. 
 
Notice of Liens: 

• Notice of Lien, Richard & Mindy Maville, 123 Mountain Road (Map & Lot 112-008-000). 

• Notice of Lien, Peder & Holly Wickstrom, 35 Elkins Road (Map & Lot 087-005-000). 

• Notice of Lien, Judith Gordon, 14 Littlefield Lane (Map & Lot 074-017-000). 

• Notice of Lien, David & Laura Guion, 51 Rowell Hill Road (Map & Lot 122-004-000). 

  
Other Signatures needed: 
 

• Disbursement & payroll voucher week of 4/21/08 Approved. 

• Elderly Exemptions 

• Construction Change Order Request, Newport/County Road Intersection & Sidewalk Project. 
Approved. 

• Extension of the Cable Television Franchise Agreement between New London & Comcast. 
Approved. 

• New London Conservation Commission, Work Authorization, standard property survey and 
annexation, Clark Pond/Schultz Property, +/- 95 acres total – Bog Road/Interstate 89. Approved. 

• Extra Work Authorization for CHA, provide on-site construction observation & admin. Services as 
detailed in CHA’s letter dated 3-14-08. – Approved. 

• Nobis Engineering, Inc. letter of transmittal, RE: Old Town Landfill & Stump Dump services – 
Approved. 

• Cartographic Associates, Inc. proposal to provide Digital Orthophotography Services, Approved. 

• Appointment Card (2nd one) for W. Michael Todd, Zoning Board of Adjustment, Term expires 
3/31/2001 Approved. (error on first card) 

Meeting adjourned at 10 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
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Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


