
 
 
 

TOWN OF NEW LONDON 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MEETING MINUTES – MAY 14, 2007 
 
PRESENT: 
Ruth I. Clough, Chairman Board of Selectmen 
Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
Larry Ballin, Selectman 
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
 
Sue Clough opened the meeting at 7:30 a.m. During the meeting, the Selectmen met with seven 
volunteers for Town Boards, and addressed six areas of regular business. 
 
1. Jeff Horton has volunteered to fill one of the open Zoning Board of Adjustment positions, but during 
this meeting he clarified that he would be willing to serve wherever Selectmen see a need, and where he 
could fit in.  He said that Zoning Board members Russ Cooper and Bill Green suggested he might be 
interested in one of the open positions on the Zoning Board, and he attended the hearing during which 
that Board met with the New London Hospital regarding its projected renovations.  He gave a brief 
summary of his professional background, and said his family has been in New London since 1999.  He 
has been active both on the Board and coaching Kearsarge Youth Basketball, and spends about 200 hours 
a year on that.  He added that he would like to see that organization integrate more with the Town’s 
Recreation Commission, but said there are some mixed feelings on the KYB about that.  He has not 
served on any other Boards to date, but has attended some Town meetings.  He described his work style 
by saying he does not like any down time, but is always active.    
 
Asked what changes he would like to see in Town, he said he has read that consideration is being given to 
burying the utilities along Main Street, and as that street is so beautiful, he feels that would be a positive. 
He would like to see sidewalks on both sides of the street. Sue Clough said there is a Main Street 
committee to work on those ideas, and she added that they, along with the Recreation Commission are 
planning to develop some village walking trails as well. Mark Kaplan explained that the Town is waiting 
for the State to do its work on Route 114 (Main Street), and it keeps pushing that back on their schedule.   
 
Asked what his thoughts are on the ratio of commercial to residential zoning in New London, Jeff Horton 
said he feels that the zoning does a good job, that it is well thought out and things are compartmentalized, 
that signage is well done in Town, and that overall the Town Boards do a good job of prioritizing.  He 
would like to see a little larger tax base (referring to commercial activity in Town), but is not sure where 
to put that. He observed that there is virtually no industry in New London. 
 
Larry Ballin said that the zoning board is a quasi-judicial board, and asked if legal issues interest him.  
Jeff Horton said they do, and added that he has had experience reviewing business contracts and related 
legal documents.  In response to further question, he added that he does not feel that as a zoning board 
member he would have nay conflicts of interest, and his schedule would allow attendance at meetings, or 
educational workshops.  He would be willing to serve as an alternate or on a subcommittee.   
 
Asked if he had any questions for the Selectmen, he said he would like to know what their priorities for 
New London are.  Mark Kaplan said he would like to see the Town complete the projects that have been 
started.  He noted that some things—like the round-about, take over a year from start to finish, and 
occasionally he senses that the Town has bitten off more than it can chew at any one time.  He went on to 
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say that there has also been some consideration to doing a similar improvement at the intersection of 
Pleasant and Main, but now with the middle school moving they will wait to see how the traffic patterns 
change there.  Now that intersection has moved down in priority.  
 
Sue Clough said she wants to focus on the Master Plan; she wants to know where people want the Town 
to go, and why.  She would like to promote some of the things that people think are important in Town. 
 
Larry Ballin said he would like to see a more cautionary budget process on all three levels-local, county, 
state.  He said the town has got to be careful to not push its wage earners out.  They should work on 
obtaining some work force housing.   
 
He said for the last few weeks, Selectmen have been working on Board appointments and wrestling with 
issues as term limits, reappointing of incumbents, and how to infuse new blood into boards without losing 
valued experience.  They are trying to decide if they need to forge a new matrix, or reaffirm the existing 
one.  Jeff Horton agreed that it is difficult to find a balance, but he added that it has been his observation 
in business that conflict breeds success.  
 
Lastly, Sue Clough gave a brief description of the CAC and asked if that might also be of interest. Jeff 
Horton said that it would. 
 
2. Bob Crane has volunteered to serve on the Energy Committee and the conservation subcommittee 
(particularly in the development of in-Town trails) of the Master Plan Committee.  He is currently the 
webmaster for the Conservation Commission, and assists Emma Crane in her member duties of easement 
monitoring.  He said his wife Emma’s family has roots here going back to the 1700’s.   
 
Regarding the Energy Committee, he said that he feels that is something that will have to evolve as it gets 
going. His professional background includes teaching engineering at Dartmouth and engineering and 
meteorology at University of Oklahoma.  One of the issues he taught was “radiator transfer” -- 
greenhouse gas effect on the atmosphere.  He said there is a great deal of written information out there on 
this subject and he feels his contribution to this committee might be to help separate the wheat from the 
chaff. Right now he does not have a strong idea of what the solution should be. Sue Clough asked him 
what his ideas are on how to mitigate the effects of global warming that we are seeing now, and Mark 
Kaplan asked how we can keep the energy but not produce the carbon dioxide. Bob Crane said nuclear 
energy is one solution, but the problem is disposal, and the Department of Energy is not studying that.    
 
Asked what changes he would like to see in New London going forward, he said there should be 
continued work on zoning regulations that deal with steep slopes and water quality. The difficulty now is 
that most of the land in Town that is easy to be developed, has been, and now developers are getting into 
areas that have steep slopes or other issues.   He is concerned about the amount of run-off going into 
Messer Pond and other lakes.   
 
Sue Clough asked him about “Smart Growth,” clustering development toward the center of Town, and 
work force housing.  Bob Crane said the need he sees is for some form of public transportation, but it 
must be convenient and run often enough to work.  Jessie Levine asked if he’d be interested in working 
with the Upper Valley Transportation group. Bob Crane said he would  
 
Sue Clough asked him how he sees the role of zoning in Town.  Bob Crane said the Town needs zoning.  
He has seen that in towns without it, development actually can get in the way of progress.  He supports 
the idea of protecting wetlands and lakes, but observed that for one development that recently came 
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before the Planning Board, some of the deed restrictions regarding buffering were too stringent. (Those 
were placed in the deed by the seller, not by Town regulations.)  He said there must be some 
development, and affordable housing should be allowed. He observed that there was something being 
discussed for the land behind Spring Ledge. Sue Clough agreed that the feeling is that affordable housing 
should be located where there is Town water and sewer, and that location is under consideration. 
 
Selectmen expressed appreciation for all of Bob Crane’s volunteer work in Town.  
 
3. Jack Holton has volunteered for a position on either the Planning or Zoning Board, and at this meeting 
he said he feels that those are probably the boards for which he, with legal background, would be most 
qualified.  He said that while living in the Philadelphia area he did work with zoning, but those were more 
complicated cases, and there were always attorneys present. He feels that New London’s ZBA could 
make better use of the town attorney.  His family has lived in New London since the 70’s, and he has 
never missed a Town Meeting in 34 years.   
 
Asked for his thoughts on the role of zoning in New London, he said that any Town that is burgeoning the 
way New London is has to have zoning, not to prevent development but to preserve some open spaces. It 
is essential to have some structure in place. Over-development should be prevented, and you have to have 
some rules that you can apply. He feels that in New London, there has been a good response to zoning, 
and in turn, the zoning has responded to issues that have risen, and the ordinance has been kept up to date.   
 
Larry Ballin asked what his vision is for the Town ten years out. Jack Holton said he would love to see 
the Town stay the way it is. Over development is not in the best interest of the Town. He feels there have 
been times the Zoning Board has been too lenient, for example in waiving the buffer requirement for just 
one person.  The rules should apply to everyone.   
 
On the other hand he acknowledged that the Town is under pressure to provide some affordable housing; 
young people are moving out.  And any expansion of the commercial area should occur where it already 
exists.   
 
Sue Clough asked him about “Smart Growth” that would require some changes in the zoning, density 
requirements, size of lots, allowance of more multi-family housing, for example.  He said he would not 
want to change the architectural look of the Town with something like high rises.  The Town would have 
to make a careful study.  Affordable housing does lower the value of abutting properties. And there are 
very few areas right in the Town center for this.   
 
He added that people come here for a reason—because of the way the Town is.  He feels there should be 
strict interpretation of the statutes, and only if there is a logical reason, should there be an amendment.   
 
Sue Clough asked if he’d be interested in working on the Master Plan update, and he answered in the 
affirmative.  
 
4. Michael Doheny has volunteered for a position on the Planning Board.  He gave a brief summary of 
his professional background as a Microsoft software engineer, and as a part-time real estate 
broker/developer. 
 
Larry Ballin asked how he feels about the potential for a perceived conflict of interest with his real estate 
activities. Michael Doheny suggested that should not be a consideration. Rather volunteers should be 
considered individually.  He said he feels he could be objective, and he pointed out that the regulations to 
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be followed are in place.  He also suggested that some applicants may welcome having someone in the 
business being involved in the planning process.  He clarified that his interest as a broker is only 1 or 2%. 
It is not a full time occupation.   
 
Larry Ballin asked what his vision for the future is for the Town. Michael Doheny said that New London 
now is the way that Marshfield and Duxbury were when he was a child.  He, too, observed that affordable 
housing will be a challenge that the Town must take on.  And right now, he noted, space for commercial 
growth is confined to two areas in Town, and there is not a lot of room to grow there.  As a resident he 
does not want to seek huge developments.  Those would not be in keeping with what the Town wants.   
 
Larry Ballin observed that the coming of fiber optics will change the geography for small inconspicuous 
businesses. He asked how he feels about some R&D or light industry.  Michael Doheny said the challenge 
is where would it go, and would it fit in with the look. Mark Kaplan asked if you can have zoning 
regulations dictate architectural style or facades.  Michael Doheny said yes, you can.  Some towns have 
historic districts for example. Jessie Levine said you can always just ask the applicant to do that, and there 
is always the possibility of setting up an architectural review board.   
 
Sue Clough asked him for his thoughts on conservation versus growth in New London. Michael Doheny 
said he leans more toward cluster development that would leave open space around it.  
 
In response to further questions, he said he does attend Town meetings, and enjoys being on the CAC.  
He feels he can be open-minded and has a sense of fairness, and he could bring to the Board his 
knowledge from similar experience in other towns.   
 
5. Michele Holton has volunteered for a seat on the Planning Board. She addressed the question of 
conflict of interest, and spoke to the subject of ethics. She does not feel her position as a realtor in New 
London will result in any conflict of interest. 
 
She feels that overall, the Town is run well.  She said that there is no doubt that the Town will grow, and 
she feels that some change is exciting, though she does not approve of spread, and would encourage 
caution.  
 
She also urges budgetary caution.  People coming to New London often look for services similar to those 
they left behind.  The Town should look at each line item, and consider needs first when spending the 
taxpayers’ money.  She added that education is the most important factor. 
 
Asked about her vision for New London, she said that she sees New London has the hub of a dynamic 
region, and in a way it is that already.  She would like to hold on to the way the Town is without totally 
rejecting change.  In this, New London is already a kind of leader, and is becoming so more and more.   
 
Mark Kaplan asked how she sees the clash between growth and the desire to keep the Town the same.  
Michele Holton suggested that full discussion on controversial issues relating to changes would help. The 
more people are able to know, the better they feel about things. She referred to the round-about as an 
example.  Sue Clough asked if she would like more outreach by the Board of Selectmen, and she 
mentioned that the CAC is good for that. Members’ opinions are listened to.  Michele Holton agreed, and 
conceded that the Selectman’s job is a busy one. She said the web site is terrific, and this process of 
meeting with Board volunteers is good. It helps just being heard.  She suggested a newspaper column on 
what the CAC discussed each week.  Jessie Levine noted that that is also considered a Selectmen’s 
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meeting, and Selectmen agreed that a brief press release could be generated after each meeting.  Michele 
Holton also suggested something on cable television.   
 
In conclusion, Michele Holton said she really cares about the Town, that she feels some growth is needed, 
and that it can be done intelligently and fairly without changing the lifestyles of New London residents. 
She observed that the ideology held by Esther Currier is still present in New London, and it is important 
to hold onto that.    
 
6. Rosemary Fulton has volunteered for a seat on the Conservation Commission, and briefed the 
Selectmen on her professional background as a member of the technical staff at AT&T Bell Labs, as well 
as her 20-year experience on the Environmental Commission in Warren, NJ.  For 13 years, she was also a 
member of the Planning Board in that Town.  She said that in Warren, the Environmental Commission 
was more of an advisory board. As a member of that board she was able to take advantage of some great 
research courses, and workshops.  But she feels that in New London, the Conservation Commission has 
more power.   
 
Asked about her vision for New London over the next ten years, she said that she and her husband just 
moved to Great Pines in January, and she has not yet familiarized herself with all the zoning and planning 
yet.  She noted, a master plan and zoning ordinance are only as good as the supporting legislation.  She 
did attend Town meeting, and was interested in the way all budgetary matters must go through Town 
meeting. She said the problem is that there is only one Town meeting a year.   
 
Sue Clough asked about some of the projects she worked on with the Environmental Commission in 
Warren, NJ.  Rosemary Fulton said that the Environmental Commission there did include an open space 
board that reviewed applications for development, and submitted comments with input from the State 
EPA, to the Planning Board.  She also worked on development of a tree protection ordinance that passed 
but eventually was deemed too restrictive by the local governing body there. She worked on development 
of buffer easements, a grant for a greenway plan, the environmental resource inventory, and various 
policy statements that were added to the master plan.  Through that 1989 master plan, industries were 
confined to being by the highway, and the Town center was improved.  Nevertheless, she observed that 
while her family lived there, they observed the Town change from a semi-rural farm town to a suburb 
with a population of over 20,000.  Her observation in New Jersey was that development like big box 
stores does not improve quality of life for residents. 
 
Larry Ballin said that New London is now gearing up to update its 1998 Master Plan, and he suggested 
she would be a valuable asset in moving forward with that.  Sue Clough said that it sounds like what 
Rosemary did with the Environment Commission is similar to what the Planning Board does here.  
 
Rosemary Fulton said she really would like to serve on the Conservation Commission because of the 
world situation. She thinks education is a big part of the solution.   
 
Sue Clough said the Town is forming an Energy Committee as well, and Rosemary might consider sitting 
on that, too.   
 
7. Karen Ebel has volunteered for reappointment to her regular member’s seat on the Planning Board.  
She has served that Board as Chairman for several years. She noted that this year, they encountered some 
unanticipated budgetary problems and were not able to complete a number of projects including review 
and revision of the site plan review regulations and the subdivision regulations.  She does not feel this is a 
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good time for her to just walk away from the Board.  In addition, she feels that her experience from the 
last master plan process is valuable.  That master plan addresses buffering and cutting in the buffer.  
 
She said she feels the current Board is a good team and works well together, and with the people who 
come before it.  She discussed recent interaction with New London Hospital, during which the Board 
made some suggestions regarding issues as drainage and using porous asphalt. Applicants acted on those, 
and were very happy with the compromises and solutions that were reached during their discussions with 
the Planning Board.  Under her tenure as Chair, the Planning Board has developed a good relationship 
with the College, and it was she who brought proponents—including Fire Department, Water Precinct, 
College and Selectmen—to the table finally, to act on the long discussed proposal to improve fire 
protection with a cistern at that end of Town. She said she felt she was able to do that because of the good 
relationships she had established with all of those parties.   
 
Asked about her vision for the future, she said she sees herself more as conduit. During the discussion on 
the Feins proposal for example, she said she represented what the Town wanted, and what was in the best 
interest of the Town, but they (the Planning Board subcommittee) were not being activists. She observed 
that that application involved a tremendous amount of outside-meetings work for the Chairman. 
 
In response to the question about her vision for New London’s future, she referred to the community 
surveys in which 70% of New London residents said they want no growth.  No one wanted any expansion 
of the commercial zone, or an industrial zone. Her strong sense is that they must protect the water bodies, 
and she noted that that is a watershed issue, not just a lake issue.   
 
On the subject of the wetland buffers, she said they changed the definition of wetland so that it would 
comply with the State’s definition. That involved removing the size stipulation, and they have had some 
discussion over that. It was never the Planning Board’s intention to buffer every wetland in Town, but it 
has seemed to work out that way. They will be working on a new definition of wetland in upcoming 
months.  She noted that in the one instance of an administrative appeal of a Planning Board decision, legal 
opinion upheld the Planning Board, and the Zoning Board concurred with it also.  Still, she agrees that the 
definition of wetland is not what it should be, and she noted that in a recent subdivision on Messer Pond, 
the Planning Board was able to negotiate with the developer.  No one can say the Planning Board has 
been unreasonable.   
 
She said the Town really needs a Planning Board that is familiar with regulations and issues, is 
committed, and can put in the amount of time that is needed. 
 
She has given a great deal of thought to the process itself, and to the recent proposal of having rotating 
chairs. She said that she asks each year if someone else would like to step into the Chairman’s position.  
But, she noted, the Chairman does a tremendous amount of work outside meetings, and so far no one else 
has stepped up.   
 
At this meeting, Selectmen all commended her on the terrific job she has done over the years as Chairman 
of the Planning Board. Mark Kaplan said his big concern is the future.  He said he sees her burning out at 
some point, and asked if it would be a good idea to start building up other members now, in preparation 
for their taking over; that is, shifting some of the Chairman’s burden onto other members. That would 
also have the benefit of giving her more time to work on the Master Plan.  Karen Ebel said she would like 
to serve as Chairman for one more year. At that point, Vice-chairman Tom Cottrill may be able to step up.   
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She suggested that in making their decision, Selectmen look at a person’s record.  In all the years she has 
been Planning Board Chair, there has been only one lawsuit and that was dismissed.  
 
Jessie Levine asked for her opinion on the idea of having alternate members. Karen Ebel said she feels 
that would be a positive for the Board. The Selectmen were authorized at Town Meeting to appoint 
alternate members, and she feels they should exercise as much care in that appointment process as they do 
for appointing regular members. She sees alternates as those who will step up to regular member positions 
in the future.  
 
Larry Ballin observed that Zoning Board members often use the alternate position as an exit strategy 
rather than as an entrée to regular membership.  Sue Clough said the Selectmen’s thoughts for alternates 
on the Planning Board is that they would sit at the table, participate in the discussion, but only vote when 
needed to fill in for a regular member. They would be expected to come to all meetings. Karen Ebel said 
she would be okay with that, as long as it is not confusing to applicants to have all those people sitting at 
the table.  Jessie Levine agreed that the more the alternates can blend in the better.  
 
She asked about having a Conservation Commission member on the Planning Board. Would the Planning 
Board lose out if that person became an alternate, or non-voting member. Karen Ebel said it is useful to 
have Conservation Commission representation to the Planning Board. They represent a strong interest in 
Town, and their opinions and contributions to Planning Board discussions are valuable. She feels it would 
be important to keep the Conservation Commission member as a voting member of the Planning Board. It 
is important to retain their vote. 
 
Jessie Levine asked for her opinion on the potential for expansion of the commercial zone, or establishing 
some zone for light industry or R&D in Town. Karen Ebel noted that they have streamlined the 
regulations for home businesses and occupations. As far as expanding the commercial zone in Town, or 
having some light industry, she said they would have to get a feel for what the Town wants.  It may not be 
a bad idea and may be helpful.   
 
Her vision includes doing something about affordable housing. To that end, they may have to waive some 
zoning regulations as the density requirement.   
 
Finally, she observed that the Planning Board has been forward looking. It really is in the vanguard in 
many ways.  It has provided more protection for lakes, and they find that the State is just now getting 
around to filling in gaps in its own protective regulations that New London’s policies have been 
addressing for over five years—such as keeping development low impact. She noted that one way they 
would like to do that is by requiring that all drainage be kept on site.  She observed that drainage is 
increasingly a problem in development proposals, and they must plan ahead for those. They attend many 
conferences, and spend a great deal of time with Town Planner Ken McWilliams.  
 
8. Minutes-May 7, 2007—Mark Kaplan moved to accept. Larry Ballin seconded. Motion unanimously 
approved.  
 
9. Schedule of Selectmen’s Meetings: The Selectmen added the following meetings to their schedule: 

May 28-No meeting. 
June 4, 8 a.m. regular meeting and public hearing on the Cook gift. 
June 11, 8 a.m. 
June 25, 7 p.m. 
July 2, 8 a.m. 
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July 9, no meeting. 
July 16, 7 p.m. Non-resident taxpayers meeting. 
July 23, no meeting. 
July 30, 8 a.m. 
August 6, no meeting. 
August 13, 8 a.m. Non-resident taxpayers meeting. 
August 27, 7 p.m. 
September 10, 8 a.m. 
September 24, 7 p.m. 

 
10. May 19 CAC meeting—Roundabout schedule can be discussed among other things.  Suggestion was 
made that the floor be opened up to any issue members wish to discuss. 
 
11. Legislative update—Selectmen received copies of a letter dated May 2 from Pat Remick, Coalition 
Communities Coordinator regarding the Constitutional Amendment CR18. Mark Kaplan said it is his 
understanding that legislators, including Randy Foose from New London, have reservations about the 
proposed constitutional amendment.  Mark went on to comment that the legislature must pass a 
Constitutional amendment in order to get the courts out of the process, and allow legislators flexibility in 
addressing the funding issue.  The CA would give legislators that flexibility of finding a means of funding 
education in the poorer towns without burdening the more wealthy towns.  Sue Clough asked where the 
sources of funding for that are. Mark Kaplan said the sources are there. The question is, will legislators do 
this politically, or will it be possible to enact a broad based tax and devote it only to education?.  They 
have to find some other way to do the funding.  Sue Clough asked if the amendment would give the 
legislature the authority to make that choice. Mark Kaplan said the question is, do they have enough votes 
to override the governor’s veto of a broad based tax.  The responsibility is the legislature’s.  Are they 
going to do this or not? 
 
Selectmen agreed that Randy Foose should be asked to speak on this issue at this Saturday’s CAC 
meeting, and Jessie Levine will contact him.   
 
Selectmen noted that the Charter Bill HB 379 has been re-referred to the committee for study over the 
summer.  This bill would amend the process of adopting, revising or amending a municipal charter.  
NHMA supports it.   
 
HB 653 containing several revisions to the retirement system law will be voted on in Committee today.  
Mark Kaplan and John Wilson attended the all day meeting on this bill, and at this meeting, Mark 
reported that the Board of Trustees for the Retirement System is looking for additional revenues instead 
of pulling back from the amount of benefits. The short fall is a result of their misjudgments during the 
“boom years.” Instead of putting surplus revenues into a fund to cover future retirees, they added benefits 
to the package.  At that all-day meeting, not one person stood up and said, this is probably too many 
benefits.  Rather, they want to find a means of continuing to fund benefits at their current level, and that 
cost is certainly going to be passed down to the Towns.  The legislature is not going to pay for it.  Jessie 
Levine agreed, pointing out that labor representatives are in the majority on that Board, and it’s been an 
effort just to get them to come to the table for discussion.   
 
Sue Clough opened some discussion on the Housing and Conservation Planning Program, SB217, which 
would provide an incentive to municipalities (including those who are not large enough to afford the 
services of a full time planner) to engage in responsible planning for both housing development and 
resource protection.   
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12. Selectmen reviewed the 2007 Tax Lien Report. 
 

13. Barn—Jessie Levine said the New London Barn Playhouse is preparing a 75th anniversary 
commemorative tribute, and has asked if the Town would like to sponsor some space in that.  After brief 
discussion, Selectmen agreed to purchase a 1/8th page notice.  
 
14. Roundabout schedule—Jessie Levine said the State’s approval of the plan is imminent.  She cannot 
go out to bid until she gets that, and she hopes it will be Wednesday.  It is late enough now getting started 
that the Town faces a dilemma. Should work start in June, then stop during the Fourth of July week and 
the Hospital Days week end? Should they go out for bids now with the understanding that work would 
not start until next spring? Should they just start now, and go for it?  She reminded Selectmen that they 
have told people that work would be planned so as not to disrupt the heavy summer traffic, but it seems 
that it really will. She also reminded them that they do have money for extra police patrols and flaggers in 
the budget.   
 
In response to Larry Ballin’s question, she said the estimated time for he work is four months, but only 
two of those is for the roundabout itself.  The work on grinding the pavement, and renovating the water 
mains can be done first, and the sidewalks can be last.  The Town does still have money in the sidewalk 
reserve, and perhaps the sidewalk work could be put off till next spring.   
 
After brief discussion, Selectmen agreed to go ahead with this as soon as a bid is approved, and to go full 
speed ahead with no week off for July 4 or Hospital Days. The Town approved this, and is expecting it to 
happen.  They suggested she let the businesses know about this ahead of time, and some press releases 
could be put out.   
 
15. Jessie Levine reported that the Library Trustees have scheduled a meeting to discuss the possible 
purchase of the Finemore property.  Mark Kaplan expressed some reservations about the advisability of 
the Town purchasing this.  Jessie Levine said the potential to the Town is that it would allow parking to 
be behind the library, freeing up the municipal parking lot should the Town wish to improve that whole 
intersection at some point in the future.  Mark Kaplan said library users are not going to walk uphill from 
that location to the library.  Sue Clough said it would be preferable to losing more grass on the Town 
green.  Jessie Levine said the owners are waiting to see if the Town is interested before putting it on the 
market.  The assessment is roughly $200,000, and there is someone who may be interested in buying that 
building (and removing it).   
 

14. American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life—Selectmen acknowledged receipt of an invitation to be 
present at the opening ceremonies for this event on June 1. Sue Clough said she would like to go, and will 
represent the New London Board of Selectmen there.  
 
13. Selectmen signed the following items, and at noon, adjourned for one hour. 
 
Building Permits: 

 

• CNJJ Investments, 428 Main Street (Map 085, Lot 042), permit to remove sky lights and roof over – 
Approved (Permit 07-032) 

 

• Paul and Joanne Lazdowski, 40 Moyahs Lane (Map 103, Lot 015), permit to renovate existing house 
within existing footprint.  Plans include new roof, windows, siding and addition to back of house 
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within existing footprint – DENIED (Permit 07-033) per Article XX, Section B, 5b, substantial 
impact of non-conforming structure 

 

• Paul and Joanne Lazdowski, 40 Moyahs Lane (Map 103, Lot 015), permit to tear down old garage 
and build new one – DENIED (Permit 07-034) per Article V Section C, 2 side yard issue 

 

• Paul and Sid Diekmann, 24 Sawyer Lane (Map 073, Lot 068), permit to build 10’ x 12’ garden/tool 
shed with no power to shed – Approved (Permit 07-35) 

 

• Paul and Susan Snow, 1331 King Hill Road (Map 129, Lot 001), permit to construct pergola – 
Approved (Permit 07-036) 

 

• David Arnold, 1082 Main Street (Map 109, Lot 014), permit to add 50’ x 8’ x 6” concrete patio in 
front of the house and also add 4 new windows – Approved (Permit 07-037) 

 
Sign Permits: 
 

• Permanent Sign Permit Application for Sugar River Savings Bank, 196 Newport Road (Map 059, Lot 
027), permit to add 15’ sign mounted on two posts indicating “Sugar River Savings Bank, 24 hour 
ATM Drive Up Banking” - Approved 

 
Other Items for Signature: 

• Disbursement & Payroll Vouchers for the week of May 14, 2007 – Approved 

• Professional Services Agreement for Municipal Resources, Inc. – Approved 

• State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation Maintenance Agreement for Newport and 
County Roads – Approved 

• Nobis Engineering Services for Mountain Road Landfill for construction monitoring and contract 
administration - Approved 

• First-Half Property Tax Warrant for 2007 - Approved 

• Application for Use of the Sydney L. Crook Conference Room for Adventures in Learning  for a De-
briefing Luncheon for Spring Study Leaders on Thursday, June 21, 2007 from 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM – 
Approved 

• Notice of Intent to Cut Wood or Timber for Marilyn Kidder, Mountain Road (Map 101, Lot 009) - 
Approved 

Selectmen reconvened at 1 p.m., to deliberate and make the following Board appointments. 
 
o The four open seats on the Conservation Commission include two regular member positions and one 

alternate, and the Selectmen have met with four volunteers. 
 

The Selectmen agreed to reappoint Dale Conly to a term as regular member of the Conservation 
Commission and to appoint Bob Brown to the second open seat as regular member of the 
Commission.  Noting Ruth White’s many years of service to the Conservation Commission, and her 
willingness to continue serving particularly in the area of education, whether as a regular or alternate 
member, Selectmen appointed her to the open alternate position.   
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Jessie Levine reminded Selectmen that Dale Conly’s term as a regular voting member of the Planning 
Board expires in 2009, and there was some consideration given to appointing Bob Brown as an 
alternate to the Planning Board as well, so that he may step up into that position in 2009, but the idea 
was tabled for this year.  
 
Selectmen agreed that Rosemary Fulton’s impressive credentials in environmental planning would 
enrich the discussion of the Master Plan subcommittee, particularly in planning for growth, and they 
will invite her to serve on that subcommittee, and to attend the Conservation Commission meetings 
when she can.  It is understood that Peter Stanley will continue to attend Conservation Commission 
meetings in his capacity as zoning administer.   

 
o Two regular Planning Board members’ terms expire this year, and Selectmen agreed to appoint some 

alternates to this Board for the first time this year.  During these discussions, Selectmen have met 
with eight volunteers for these appointments including the two incumbents.   

 
Mark Kaplan made a motion to reappoint Karen Ebel and Sue Andrews to the Planning Board 
member seats.  Larry Ballin suggested that Michael Doheny be appointed as a member and Sue 
Andrews and Michele Holton as alternates.  All three Selectmen were in agreement to reappoint 
Karen Ebel to one of the regular Planning Board member seats, and Michele Holton to one of the 
alternate positions. 
 
Selectmen noted that RSA 673:6 allows appointment of as many as five alternates, but agreed at this 
meeting that as this will be the first year the Planning Board will have alternates, that number may be 
too many. On the other hand, observation was made that the Board sometimes struggles to have full 
attendance.  Also understood is that alternate members will attend all meetings, sit at the table, 
participate in discussion, but only vote when needed to fill in for a regular member.  They agreed to 
appoint two alternates this year and if circumstances warrant, increase that number to three next year.   
 
Selectmen observed that Sue Andrews’ knowledge of the engineering and drainage issues with which 
the Board is constantly struggling is invaluable to the Board, and also noted that should the Planning 
Board choose to rotate Chairmen, or should Karen Ebel and Vice-chair Tom Connolly both be out on 
the same evening, Sue Andrews is the member most prepared to step up to that position. Selectmen 
observed that both regular members Celeste Cook and Jeff Hollinger are also qualified to serve as 
Chair, but it is not clear whether or not they would be willing.   
 
Selectmen noted that Michael Doheny has served as a CAC member, and has expressed interest in 
appointment to a land use board for a number of years, and that opened some discussion about whom 
to appoint for the regular position and whom to appoint to the alternate position.  There was some 
question about whether or not an alternate could rotate into the Chair position if necessary, and some 
discussion about whether or not it would be preferable to have a new member start out in an alternate 
position.   
 
In conclusion, Mark Kaplan amended his motion to reappoint Karen Ebel as regular Planning Board 
member and Michael Doheny to the second regular member position, and Sue Andrews and Michele 
Holton to the alternate positions. Larry Ballin seconded. No further discussion. The motion passed in 
a vote of two to one.   
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Selectmen noted that Bob Lavoie already serves as a CAC member, and provides valuable input to 
that Board. Gary Markoff will be invited to join the CAC as well, although it was noted that he did 
not express an interest in serving on an advisory board.  

 
o There are one regular member’s three-year term, and the balance of Larry Ballin’s term (one year), 

and two alternate members’ terms open on the Zoning Board of Adjustment.  Selectmen met with five 
volunteers for these positions.   

 
Larry Ballin said he felt the Board would be well served both by Courtland Cross’s impressive 
service as an arbitrator and by Michael Todd’s legal background, and ability to contribute assistance 
to the Board in analyzing the complex legal issues it faces.  Note made that Janet Kidder has 
expressed an interest in serving on this Board, but was not available to meet with Selectmen as she 
was out of the country. The Board agreed to not delay the appointment process, but will invite Janet 
Kidder to meet with them next year during the same process. 
 
After brief discussion, Larry Ballin moved to appoint Courtland Cross to the three-year term, Michael 
Todd to the one year term as regular members, Jeff Horton and Caroline Newkirk (reappointment) to 
the alternate positions.  Mark Kaplan seconded. The motion passed in a vote of two to one.   

 
o On the Citizens’ Advisory Committee, two members’ second terms expire this year, and nine people 

have volunteered to sit on the Board.  There is no statutory limit for number of members here, and 
Selectmen observed that over the years that number has ranged from twenty to over thirty.   There 
was some discussion about asking members who have been appointed or elected to other Town 
boards to vacate their seats on the CAC, but Larry Ballin noted that there have been “cross-overs” 
there in the past, and Selectmen agreed that some contribution from members of other Boards as the 
Budget Committee is a valuable contribution to CAC discussions.   

 
Larry Ballin moved to appoint Howard Hoke, Jack Holton, Ann Loeffler, David Payne, Fred 
Peterson, Rip Cross, Gary Markoff, Jack Harrod to the CAC. Mark Kaplan seconded. No further 
discussion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 
o Jessie Levine opened some discussion on the history of the Recreation Commission. The Commission 

was established with five members, by Town meeting in 1972. In 1997, that number expanded to ten 
or twelve, though she found no record of a vote for that change.  This year, four terms expire, and 
there are five volunteers (or recruits) for those positions. Jessie also noted that the member whose 
term will expire in 2008 may not seek reappointment next year.  She suggested that all five volunteers 
be appointed, and that an alternate position be created, so the membership remains true to the original 
mandate of five.  Selectmen could exercise the option of not filling the term that will expire next year.  
Selectmen agreed and also agreed that Chad Denning and the Commission can determine who will 
serve in the alternate’s position.  

 
o Selectmen agreed to reappoint both volunteers Karen Hoglund and Gordon McKinnon to their 

positions on the Board of Firewards. 
 
o There is no protocol established yet for the Energy Committee or the Solid Waste Committee.  Eight 

people have volunteered for the first, and two for the second.  It is understood that the Solid Waste 
Committee will address issues as recycling and pay-as-you-throw.   
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o Jessie Levine will provide the list of volunteers for the Master Plan Subcommittee to the Planning 

Board.   
 
o There is no statutory limit on the number of members for the Archives, and Selectmen agreed to 

appoint Ralph Davidson to that Board, giving Town Archives a total of eleven members.  
___ 
 
The next meeting of the Board of Selectmen will be Monday, May 21 at 8 a.m., and on the table for 
discussion will be public access television.  Jessie Levine suggested that some thought should be given to 
formalizing public access. 
 
This meeting adjourned at 2 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


