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Meeting Minutes 

March 3, 2008 

 

PRESENT: 

Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
Larry Ballin Selectman 
Brian Prescott, Selectman 
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
Cotton Cleveland, Moderator 
Linda Hardy, Town Clerk 
 
Mark Kaplan opened the meeting at 8 a.m., and the Selectmen addressed six areas of business during the 
meeting.  
 
Town Meeting Planning: Selectmen agreed that the meeting will open again this year with the fourth 
graders reciting the Pledge of Allegiance, and singing the Star Spangled Banner. Given that the big move 
to the new middle school in Sutton occurs today, Jessie Levine will check on the whereabouts of the 
piano—whether or not that made the move to Sutton as well (as well as the availability of the wide screen 
for slide presentations). If there is no piano available at the old school, everyone agreed that a cappella 
will do nicely. If the wide screen is no longer there, the smaller portable screen from this room will be 
brought over.  
 
Moderator Cotton Cleveland will follow with her thank you to the potluck dinner crew. She will read the 
election results, and though the Town Meeting officially opens the day before with voting, she will begin 
this portion of the Town Meeting by reading the moderator rules, announcing the voter cards and reading 
Article 2 to see if the Town will vote to suspend the reading of the individual Articles in the Warrant and 
to refer to them by number.  
 
Typically at that point in the meeting, the Chair of the Board of Selectmen presents a thank you to all the 
volunteer committees in town, and asks members of each to stand as their committee name is read. Larry 
Ballin suggested that for a variation this year, they do something different, and dedicate this time instead 
to the road crew—given the long hours and hard work they have put in. Cotton Cleveland asked him if 
that is his own idea or have people suggested that they not read the list of volunteer committees. Larry 
Ballin said he has seen the crews working on week ends and nights, and he feels this would be a nice way 
to acknowledge their extra effort. Mark Kaplan said they have always allowed a time at the beginning of 
Town Meeting to thank the volunteer committees, and though he conceded that that is not crucial, he feels 
it is important to acknowledge that the Town could not function as well without their services. Town 
Meeting is the one opportunity the Selectmen have to do that. Brian Prescott agreed that though there are 
some time constraints at Town Meeting, this is the one opportunity to recognize all the volunteers. He 
said he would agree with adding on a special acknowledgement of the road crews. Cotton Cleveland 
pointed out that many of the employees don’t live in Town and won’t be at Town Meeting anyway. She 
suggested putting up some type of large wall card with photographs of the crew and the 2008 snow banks, 
and allowing people to write in their own notes.  
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In addition, Chair Kaplan will recognize individual employees (and he could special-mention Public 
Works at this time), and volunteers including Dan Snyder who served for three years as New London’s 
representative to the Municipal Budget Committee and five years on its school board, Emily Drew for her 
service as Library Trustee, and Pat Blanchard for her service on the Budget Committee. There will be a 
special recognition of Sue Clough’s many years of service. Larry Ballin said that Harmon Lewis has 
informed him that he will not be seeking another term on the Citizen’s Advisory Committee. Jessie 
Levine and Selectmen agreed that CAC is a large committee, and could be recognized as a group. 
 
As agreed at the February 11 Selectmen’s meeting, Selectmen will forego this year the “pie chart” slide 
presentation of the four allocations of property tax bills -- town, school, state and county, and instead 
provide a paper hand out.   
 
Cotton Cleveland will open the discussion of the warrant articles by explaining rules and procedures. 
Jessie Levine said there are no bonds on the warrant this year, but there are two warrant articles asking if 
voters will change the purpose of capital reserves (the Police Department copier capital reserve and the 
Recreation Department capital reserve). Those will require 2/3 of the votes in order to pass (as opposed to 
a simple majority vote) but will not necessarily require ballot votes, unless the moderator feels they 
should be ballot votes.  
 
Mark Kaplan opened some discussion on Article 22 regarding the proposed purchase of the Shultz land 
on Clark Pond with $275,000 drawn from the capital reserve for conservation land. Cotton Cleveland said 
she has talked to Les Norman, Chair of the Conservation Commission. Terry Dancy will speak on this 
article at the Town Meeting, and the Conservation Commission will have prepared a slide show for the 
meeting. Cotton Cleveland said that Les Norman informed her that the Commission will be requesting a 
ballot vote on this. He will be submitting to her five names supporting the request, and that is sufficient to 
go to a ballot vote.  
 
She suggested that for the two articles changing the purpose of capital reserves, she do voice votes first, 
and if the results are not clear, then she will go to ballot votes. She suggested that they use the shoe box 
method for Article 22 (and Articles 10 and 17 if necessary), rather than have people stand up and file by 
the ballot box. The article(s) would not have to remain open for the duration; the meeting can proceed 
while the shoe box is going around. She added that doing the ballot votes that way is merely a matter of 
convenience, and if any person objects to the “shoe box method,” she would not use it.  
 
Jessie Levine said the only petition warrant article is #27 regarding the “pledge.” She said this was 
brought in by Sara Smith who informed her that either Frank Hammond or Dave Kidder will speak about 
it at Town Meeting. Cotton Cleveland will call Sara Smith to ascertain that. She said she will aim to have 
no more than four or five good arguments for each side of this article and will try to avoid repetition, and 
to not let it run on until midnight.  
 
Mark Kaplan said that based on comments at last Saturday’s CAC meeting, he speculates that there may 
be some discussion of Article 5 that asks voters to approve the largest appropriation(s) in the budget. He 
reported that several CAC members recommended adding a third column to the warrant that would show 
the previous year’s actuals. Jessie Levine referred to the minutes of that CAC meeting, and said she 
agreed with Peter Bianchi’s comments that that data is available from the office, and in the Town Report. 
In addition, there has been ample opportunity to hear discussion of the actuals at Budget Committee 
meetings. She said one concern she has with including last year’s actuals in the warrant is that they do not 
reflect encumbered amounts. Also, if they were to put those in for every article, there would be long 
discussion on every one. Mark Kaplan said, then, if this is brought up at Town Meeting, people can be 
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informed that the budget process is a better place to discuss actuals. Jessie Levine suggested people be 
asked to look in their Town report for those numbers, and to please come to Budget Committee meetings. 
Mark Kaplan said, but the point is that people want to be able to ask why at Town Meeting. (Why are the 
proposed appropriations larger than the actuals?) Cotton Cleveland said there is no reason people can’t 
refer to their Town Reports at Town Meeting, and bring up questions about the actuals then. The only 
prohibition is on completely new subject matter.  
 
Cotton Cleveland reminded Selectmen that the usual order of procedure is for her to receive a motion and 
a second for the warrant article, then she will recognize the Selectman who will lead discussion on that 
article. She said Selectmen will receive notebooks ahead of time, with each article printed on its own 
page, along with the Selectman’s name who will be leading discussion of that article, and other relevant 
data. The only exception is for a petition warrant article, for which she recognizes the presenter first. 
After some discussion, it was agreed at today’s meeting, that though Article 22 is not a petition warrant 
article, the best order of procedure for this would be for the moderator to recognize Terry Dancy first, 
then recognize the Selectman—Mark Kaplan, who will explain the history of the Selectmen’s and Budget 
Committee’s decisions to not recommend this article. Larry Ballin asked about order of procedure for 
when discussion is on going, and questions come from the floor. Cotton Cleveland said for questions 
from the floor, she will recognize (informally, perhaps just with eye contact) the Selectman who wishes to 
answer.  
 
Brian Prescott suggested there may also be some discussion about Article 14 regarding the proposed 
contingency fund for the round-about work. He suggested they be prepared to discuss the overruns, and 
the water precinct’s and hospital’s contributions. He said he has been asked about the possibility of a 
petition to reconsider the round-about altogether. Jessie Levine and Cotton Cleveland said petitions had to 
be submitted by February 5. Jessie Levine pointed out that this was approved, and funds allocated last 
year, so she’s not sure a petition to reconsider would even be valid at this point. As far as this contingency 
fund article goes, she said the round-about project will go forward whether or not the contingency fund 
passes. She agreed to prepare a hand out explaining the cost overruns, and the water precinct’s and 
hospital’s contributions.  
 
Cotton Cleveland reminded everyone that technically, the meeting starts on March 11 with voting. She 
said that she, Pam Saunders, Linda Hardy, Bob Bowers, and Jessie Levine have met, and as she will be 
out of State on the 11th, Bob Bowers will serve on that date as moderator pro tem. At least one Selectman 
must be present at the polls during the voting day as well, and it was agreed at this meeting that Larry 
Ballin will take the 8 a.m. to 12 shift, Brian Prescott will take the 12 to 4 shift, Mark Kaplan will take mid 
afternoon, and Larry Ballin can also return for the last two and a half hours of the day. He pointed out that 
given the numerous zoning amendments, the ballot voting process may be lengthy. Cotton Cleveland said 
they will have plenty of booths, as well as places for people to sit down while filling out the ballots.  
 
Linda Hardy said she has received some requests to print the entire warrant in the Shopper, but the cost 
would be prohibitive. They will have a full page of information about Town Meeting and voting 
published this Wednesday. Cotton Cleveland added that she usually holds a ballot clerk update meeting 
from 5 to 6 on the Monday before each election, and she invited Selectmen to come to this—at the Town 
Hall.  
 
Linda Hardy reminded Selectmen that New London follows the Secretary of State’s advice for how to list 
candidates—in alphabetical order, but beginning with a different letter for each election day (letter is 
drawn a few weeks prior to election day). Jessie Levine said the State is required by court ruling to do 
this, and although the Town is not, it is prudent to do so.  
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Minutes – February 19, 2008:  Larry Ballin moved to accept. Mark Kaplan seconded. No further 
discussion. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Minutes – February 23, 2008:  Larry Ballin moved to accept. Mark Kaplan seconded. No further 
discussion. Motion unanimously approved. 
 
Community Center: Larry Ballin brought up the subject of the Community Center and reported that 
there is some feeling among the school board members that the Community Center plans are on shaky 
ground, and the school district is concerned about having to maintain and heat the old middle school (New 
London campus) while it is largely unused and not generating revenue. Jessie Levine said that Steve 
Theroux has assured her that, on the contrary, the Community Center group is still going strong, and still 
plans to move in some of its activities in 2009. Larry Ballin believes they designated 2009 as it was not 
clear when the middle school would actually be moving to Sutton. As it turns out, the school moved 
earlier than anticipated.  
 
Jessie Levine added that Steve Theroux said his group plans to do some “quiet fund raising” before 
shifting into full gear, and that they feel they would be more successful if they had Town support. She 
said she suggested that the Community Center people talk to each Selectman individually first and then, 
at some point in the future, they could schedule a Town Meeting. At this meeting, she pointed out that not 
only will the Community Center benefit the Town but if the Center fails, the Town will be stuck with a 
large empty building in its midst. Everyone agreed that the Community Center should have the Town’s 
support. 
 
Larry Ballin said that the Outing Club has done a great deal of work on the gym there, and will be holding 
open house all next week. Mark Kaplan asked if other groups want to use that, would the Outing Club 
(which leases the space from the school district) sublet it. Jessie Levine said yes, but the particular 
activity would have to be approved by the Outing Club and would be an “Outing Club activity.” The 
Outing Club would charge a fee for use of the gym space, and reserves the right to veto any activity there. 
For example, Kearsarge Community Band has always used that gym for its practices in the past, but has 
now decided to use Whipple instead.  
 
Community Garden: Jessie Levine reported that the Community Garden Committee has begun 
paperwork for its 501(c)(3) status and in the interim, the Historical Society will serve as its fiscal agent 
for this year.  
 

Committee Reports: 

 

o Larry Ballin reported that the Planning Board held a number of hearings last week, and that there is 
on-going discussion with the Fire Department regarding safety and fire codes relevant to Peter 
Christian’s proposal to use the about-to-be-vacated Artisans’ porch for a bar area.  

 
o Jessie Levine said that in response to concerns raised at the last CAC meeting, Carol Fraley has 

worked up some bullet points for the Highway Administration budget. Selectmen asked if a job 
description for the full-time Public Works administrative assistant could be provided, though Mark 
Kaplan said that was hashed out at Budget Committee meetings. Jessie Levine said that the Budget 
Committee discussed changing the two part-time positions—at Sewer and Highway, into one, but 
now that employee is finding that she spends an average of only one day a week on sewer work. They 
will provide an itemized job description for this position. 
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Other:  
 

o Mark Kaplan moved to approve a tuition reimbursement request. Brain Prescott seconded. As this 
request was part of a package reviewed in the past, there was no further discussion, and the motion 
was unanimously approved.   
 

o Selectmen signed the following: 
 
Applications for Building Permits: 
 
o Robert & Mary Sawyer, 231 Pleasant Street (Map & Lot 074-008-000) adding ½ bathroom and more 

living space to basement (Permit #08-017). Approved. 
o John Schofield, 34 The Seasons (Map & Lot 146-002-034) renovate porch into sunroom w/heat and 

add 12x14 deck (Permit #08-018). Approved. 
o William & Nancy Olson, 770 Lakeshore Drive (Map & Lot 051-009-000) new roofing, siding, 

decking & stairs on cottage, repair dock on existing framing) (Permit #08-019). Approved. 
o Dale & Jeanne Conly, 82 Knights Hill Road (Map & Lot 082-001-000) add 8x12 deck and replace 

window with sliding door (Permit #08-020). Approved. 
o Arthur & Jane McMurrich, 208 Stoney Brook Road (Map & Lot 137-018-000) construct hallway in 

area over garage (Permit #08-021). Approved. 
 
Application for use of Whipple Hall: 
 

o Kearsarge Community Band, Sunday March 30th, 2008 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Approved. 
o New London Hospital Days Committee, Little Red Wagon Touring Group, Saturday, August 2nd, 

2008 11:00 am – 2:00pm (only to be used in case of rain). Approved. 

 

Application for use of Sydney Crook Room: 
 
o New London Hospital Days Committee, August 1st 5-11pm, August 2nd 9:00 am – 11:00 pm. 

Approved. 

 

Application for use of Town Commons, Ausbon Sargent & Little Common: 
 
o New London Hospital Days Committee, July 31st, August 1st, & August 2nd, Midway. Approved. 
 

Application for Sign Permits: 
 
o Permanent: Oliver Wight Americas, 292 Main St., (Map & Lot 084-055-000). Approved. 
o Temporary: Hospital Days 2008, (Map & Lot 084-014-000) sandwich board in front of           

Information booth. Approved. 
 

Abatement Recommendation: 

o Everett & Madelyn Yelton, 585 Bunker Road (Map 076-033-000) home grade should be reduced 
from above average to average and the home should be depreciated 6% based on the interior work 
remaining. The assessed value should be reduced from $809,600. to $749,500. and recommended 
an abatement in the amount of $809.55 for the 2007 tax year. Approved. 
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o Michael &Karen Miles, 278 Poor Road (Map 090-003-000) actual acreage of parcel is 1.21 acres 
with 807 feet of waterfront, rather than 2.30 acres with 1070 feet of waterfront previously 
assessed. Corrected acreage and frontage, the overall assessment is reduced $188,700 from 
$2,893,800 to $2,705,100 and it is recommended that an abatement in the amount of $2,541.79 
granted for the 2007 tax year. Approved. 

o John Lightfoot Trust/John Lightfoot, Trustee, 510 Bunker Road, (Tax Map 064-008-000) 
abatement in the amount of $423.46 – abatement due to tax deferral application. Approved. 

Land Use Change Tax: 

o John & Ruth Clough, 306 Whitney Brook Road, (Map 039-007-000) $250.00. Approved. 

o Mark Grubbs & Vaughn Cate, 715 Route 103A, (Map 103-002-000) $1845.00. Approved. 

o Constance Granger, 486 Pleasant Street, (Map 061-014-000) $1850.00. Approved. 

Elderly & Disabled Tax Deferral Application: 

o John Lightfoot, 510 Bunker Road (Map 063, Lot 008-006). Approved. 

Application for Property Tax Credit/Exemptions: 

o Irene Rafferty, 938 Andover Road (Map 088, Lot 005-000) – (applicant’s income exceeds limit). 
Denied.  

Other 
 

o Disbursement voucher week of 3/8/08. Approved. 

o Application for Residential Sewer Connection and/or Service for Patricia Sheehan, 93 
Checkerberry Lane (Map&Lot 044-020-000) 756 square footage of finished area. Approved. 

o Application for residential sewer connection. Robert & Mary Sawyer, 231 Pleasant Street (Map 
& Lot 074-008-000) adding ½ bathroom and more living space to basement – square footage of 
finished area 690. Approved. 

o Application for residential sewer connection. John Schofield, 34 The Seasons (Map & Lot 146-
002-034) renovate porch into sunroom w/heat and add 12x14 deck – square footage of finished 
area 160. Approved. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 9:40 a.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


