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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

AUGUST 25, 2008 

 

PRESENT: 

Brian Prescott, Selectman 
Larry Ballin, Selectman 
Jessie Levine, Town Administrator 
Don Bent, Health Officer 
Richard Lee, Public Works Director 
Norm Bernaiche, Assessor 
Jerry Frew, KRSD Superintendent 
David Seastrand, Police Chief 
Jason Lyon, Fire chief 
Debbie Cross, InterTown Record 
Eunice and Ed Ordman, Resident 
Al Widmer, Resident 
John Hill, Resident 
Ed Prince, Resident 
P.K. Brigham, Resident 
 
ABSENT: Mark Kaplan, Selectman 
 
Non-resident Taxpayers’ Meeting 

(note: There was some confusion about the meeting time, so discussion with non resident taxpayers took 

place in two sessions this morning.) 

 
Larry Ballin opened the meeting at 8 a.m., and introduced new Superintendent Jerry Frew. 
 
Jerry Frew talked to the meeting briefly about the new middle school, the new bus company, and other 
school opening business.  He said they are working on the 2009 budget now, and will present that to the 
school board on September 11. At that point, they will begin working with the Municipal Budget 
Committee on the budget, and hopefully be able to present that to the public before the holidays. 
 
Eunice Ordman asked about the old middle school. Selectmen and Jessie Levine briefed the meeting on 
the work of the Kearsarge Community Center.  Larry Ballin explained that that group does have a lease 
for part of the middle school, and are doing the fundraising now.  He said the Board of Selectmen has 
agreed to support a bond article next March that would supplement what the KCC group raises.  He said 
one of the goals is to replace some of the traffic the Town lost when the middle school moved, as well as 
to create new inflow to town.  They feel it will be huge benefit for businesses in Town.  Asked how much 
it will cost, he said the center will cost $3.5 million.   The KCC group has committed to raise $2-million 
soon, and the Town will vote next March on the $1.5 millon bond to supplement that.  Don Bent asked if 
there will be conflict with the Outing Club.  Larry Ballin said they are two distinct groups and will be 
using distinct spaces at the old middle school.  Asked how the community center will affect the barn 
playhouse, he said the KCC does plan a 300-seat theater, but they do not feel there will be an impact on 
the barn—though he conceded that that question may be up for some debate.  He said there has been some 
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talk of putting a non-compete clause in the deed.  The community center will be year-round, not just in 
summer.   
 
Eunice Ordman asked about the new middle school. Is it an open concept? Jerry Frew said the classroom 
arrangement at the new school is “pods” or “cluster.”  Asked about the library, he said it is a good sized 
media center, with banks of computers, and very conducive to learning.  
 
Ed Ordman asked Selectmen to take a look at the left turn off Everett onto Williams near the Barn 
Playhouse. He said it is very dangerous. Given that the Barn owns the land all the way to Everett Park, he 
asked if two of the parking spaces on that corner of Williams Street could be left clear to allow for safer 
turns. David Seastrand said they addressed that two years ago, and did decide at that time to make those 
spaces off  limits for bus parking, but did not eliminate the spots altogether.  He said he would not have a 
problem if the Selectmen wish to eliminate those.   
 
Larry Ballin reported on the status of the roundabout and New London Hospital’s expansion.  
 
He said the Town is in the process of updating its ten year master plan.  That is the growth model for the 
Town, and he asked people to take a look at the survey that is on line.  
 
Ed Ordway and many others in attendance commended Jessie Levine for the fantastic web site and email 
newsletters.   
 
Brian Prescott reported that the Selectmen as well as other department heads have met with the State 
DOT officials regarding improving safety at Crockett’s Corner.  Hopefully those steps will be taken by 
next summer.   
 
Ed Prince said that a change he would like to see is to increase speed limits in some places. He pointed 
out that the speed limit on Main Street is 30, but on Bog Road where it is much less congested, it is 25. 
North Pleasant Street is also 25, and he says a person may wear out his brakes going downhill.     
 
Secondly, he asked that the transfer station hours be increased to accommodate residents who play golf on 
Saturday, but go home on Sunday and wish to take their trash up before leaving.  He pointed out that for 
seasonal residents that is the main town service that they use.  He suggested if employees want two days 
off in a row, give them mid week days. He said seasonal residents do pay a lot of taxes and do not 
necessarily use the school system. He said changing the hours of the transfer station is an accommodation 
the Town should consider.  
 
Richard Lee said that his employees deserve two days off in a row, one of which is a week-end day. He 
feels it would be hard to staff otherwise.  Jessie Levine asked what the minimum number of employees 
would be to staff the transfer station. Richard Lee said the State requires at least one certified employee to 
be there when it is open. With recycling they really need two there.  Jessie Levine said these are difficult 
economic times, but the Town may consider hiring two part time people.   
 
On the other hand, she pointed out that they are really only talking about a small number of residents. Ed 
Prince disagreed, saying that New London has a large influx of seasonal people, and they do not use many 
services.   
 
Larry Ballin asked about keeping it open on Sunday instead of Saturday.  Richard Lee said one of the two 
days off to employees cannot be Friday, because commercial businesses haul in their cardboard on 
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Tuesdays and Fridays. On those days, they bale six to eight tons of cardboard.  Ed Prince suggested the 
businesses be asked to bring in cardboard on a day other than Saturday.   
 
Jessie Levine agreed that giving employees two days off with one a week end day when they could 
interface with family was a consideration in hiring.  She suggested residents could take up their trash 
when leaving, or hire a pick up service.   
 
Larry Ballin said the Selectmen are looking at changes at the transfer station, and various alternatives and 
they will take these remarks under consideration. 
 
Ed Prince concluded by saying that the staff there is very good. 
 
John Hill asked if the new Comprehensive Shoreland Protection Act decreases property values on the 
lakes, will that impact property taxes. Larry Ballin said if there is a demonstrable change in values that 
will be reflected in taxes but so far lakefront values have held steady.   
 
Mr. Menares asked about a culvert under his driveway on King Hill Road.  Jessie Levine said there may 
be some question about who owns that. King Hill Road is a state road. She suggested he call the state.   
 
Tax Exempt Properties 

 
Selectmen reviewed Norm Bernaiche’s list of recommendations. The following generated some 
discussion: 
 
At the college, classrooms, administrative offices and buildings providing support functions, are exempt.  
Norm Bernaiche explained that Colby Farm is 59% taxable and 41% exempt.  It is a $2 million dollar 
building, and he has determined that $1.2 million is taxable.   
 
The Barn Playhouse has requested an exemption for its entire property, and Norm Bernaiche recommends 
that the barn only and its land, be exempt—same as last year.   
 
The Historical Society including its fields is exempt as an educational facility.  Larry Ballin said they do 
hold weddings there.  Norm Bernaiche and Jessie Levine said the fees from those support its mission.  As 
long as a fee generating activity is support and not primary, an entity can maintain its tax exempt status.   
 
He said the Kidder Ice House Foundation originally applied for tax exempt status stating that it is an 
educational institution, and he had recommended that they reapply as a charitable facility. They have 
done so, so he recommends that it be given tax exempt status. It is a museum.   
 
The New England Forestry Foundation owns forest land behind Little Sunapee, and applies every year, 
and every year is denied. You have to be using the property to get a tax exemption.   
 
The Hospital has applied for tax exemption for some of the condos at the medical office building, and has 
also asked to make a payment in lieu of taxes. Norm Bernaiche said he is recommending the status quo be 
maintained for the medical office building there. He said some of those condos are owned by Kearsarge 
Community Services and do not qualify.  There is one Hospital condo at the Gallery that is tax exempt 
because it is used for administration. 
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Other 

 

Larry Ballin opened some discussion about the lake monitors. He said there was an early morning fishing 
derby on Little Sunapee on Saturday, and there was no monitor there. He pointed out that fishing boats 
are usually in the water earlier than six, and the monitors do not arrive until 8. He said it is worth 
mentioning to the lake associations.   
__ 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:15 a.m.  Per RSA 91-A:3 (d), Selectmen voted to enter non-public session. Balllin 
- yes. Prescott-yes. 
 
Prior to the meeting Selectmen had signed the following:  

 

Applications for Building Permits: 

• 12 Newport Road LLC, Walter & Eleanor Goddard, 52 Newport Road (Map & Lot 059-033-000) 
various interior renovations and add 2nd egress to 2nd floor – Permit #08-099 – Approved. 

• Matthew & Kathryn Bemis, 10 Buker Way (Map & Lot 111-032-000) reduce deck, add entry & deck, 
finish basement – Permit #08-100 – Approved. 

• Virginia M. Buckley, 451 Columbus Ave. (Map & Lot 092-004-000) add 8x24 porch, replace siding, 
kitchen remodel to accommodate new refrigerator – Permit #08-101 – Approved. 

• Carolyn Reynolds Trust, 153 Seamans Road (Map & Lot 085-024-000) remove 4 skylights, convert 
slate roof to metal, replace beams & damaged windows – Permit #08-102 – Approved.  

• Walton Chadwick Jr., 114 Main St. (Map & Lot 073-039-000) construct new 30x30 unheated garage 
– Permit #08-103 – Approved. 

Applications for Permanent Signs: 
 

• Cleveland Waters & Bass, PA, 228 Main St. (Map & Lot 084-064-000) to hang permanent sign 
“Sulloway & Hollis” on existing sign post – Approved.  

 
Other: 
 

• Disbursement & payroll voucher week of 8/25/08 -   Approved. 

• Sodexo Operations, LLC Amendment – 3 copies  

• Extension of Cable TV Franchise Agreement between New London NH & Comcast  of 
CT/GA/MA/NH/NY/NC/VG/VT. LLC – 4 copies. 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sarah A. Denz 
Recording Secretary 


