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New London

Recreation Commission Meeting

 Whipple Town Hall
December 12, 2013
5:00pm
Members present: Scott Blewitt (Recreation Director), Jason Stadler (Chair), Laura James, Laura Lorio, Janet Kidder 
Members Absent:  Alison McLean
Others Present: Kim Hallquist (Town Administrator) 
Mr. Blewitt called the meeting to order at 5:00pm.
Minutes from November 5, 2013
IT WAS MOVED (Janet Kidder) AND SECONDED (Jason Stadler) to approve the minutes of November 5, 2013, as amended. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
Under budget: Mr. Blewitt would contact Central Lake’s Dock, not Mr. Green. 

Program Updates

Trips Planned over Christmas Break
Mr. Blewitt said he has planned two trips to Smitty’s Cinema on the 23rd and 27th of December, during Christmas vacation. The first movie would be “Walking with Dinosaurs” and the second would be “Hunger Games – Catching Fire.” The price per child is $  and includes the bus ride down, chicken tenders and french fries and a drink. Each trip is limited to 13 kids.
Santa in Our Town

Mr. Blewitt said he would play the role of Santa Claus at the event. The Fire Department will deliver him at 5:30pm to the Morgan Hill Bookstore. Ms. Kidder wondered if they ever rented the suit out to other organizations. Mr. Blewitt said they just got the suit but this was a possibility. It was sold to the Town by someone who used to loan it to them. 
Mr. Blewitt said the movie “The Polar Express” would be put on by the PTO at 6:30pm that night at the elementary school. He hoped next year the event would be even bigger. He has met with the owners at Artisans who talked about staying open later next year during this event. 

Budget

Mr. Blewitt said the only question that came up during the first round of budget meetings was regarding the swim lessons. This past summer there were 62 residents and 76 non-residents participating. Residents pay $20 and non-residents pay $30 for the lessons. He thought they would probably have to triple the fees charged for lessons in order to break even. He hoped the Budget Committee would understand the rationale of subsidizing this program; it is important to teach kids who live near lakes how to swim. Non-residents could have the fees raised but he hoped to still keep it reasonably priced. He would check out other towns to see how much they were charging.  

In Sunapee, the cost for swim lessons is $20 and they do not have a non-resident fee. Users of the beach have to have a pass, which are only given out to residents or their guests. Mr. Blewitt offered that New London has double the staff because lessons are offered at two different beaches. 

Skating Rink 
Mr. Blewitt noted that the skating rink was now open. He was approached by the maintenance man at the New London Inn who was concerned with cars driving over the hoses, as this causes them to stretch at the spigots. He said he could probably leave enough slack in the hose to keep it from pulling at the spigot. 
Ms. Kidder wondered about the lights at the rink. Mr. Blewitt said they stay on from 4:30pm until 9:00pm and are on a timer as is the heat in the shed. He said the rink was getting a lot of use.

John Kiernan from Village Sports said last year they didn’t start skating until December 24th and overall, they had 67 days of skating. Many recalled the warm fall/early winter last year. Mr. Blewitt said he went in and cleaned out the shed to make it more presentable. Bill Granger, Facilities Manager, got the snow blower going that day and it is in good shape.
Mr. Blewitt asked if the Town ever provided a chemical toilet at the rink in the past. It was noted this had not been done but might be a good idea as the other alternative is taking skates off and going to Subway. Mr. Stadler didn’t think it was ideal to have people walking back and forth across the road to use a bathroom. There was no decision made to put a chemical toilet at the rink.
Winter Carnival

Last week the Winter Carnival Committee met for the first time. They have chosen “White Heat” as the theme this year. The committee meets at 5:30pm every Thursday at Whipple Hall. Mr. Blewitt said he would like to have a multi-day/event program with something for everyone. With so many options for kids during the weekend (indoor soccer, basketball) he thought they should try to do more during the week and not so much on Saturday. Mr. Blewitt said ski-jouring at the historical society property was a possibility and he was told they would be in favor of hosting the competition. He hoped to have a final schedule by the end of the month. He would put a “save the date” note in the Shopper to let people know the events were coming up.
Included in the planning is a snow-sculpture contest, which would be during the week. Tracy Library has offered to co-sponsor a magic show and they have booked a magician out of Boston. Mr. Blewitt said he has invited Lisa Lacombe (Colby-Sawyer College) to the meetings but she hasn’t attended any of them yet. Ms. James felt it was important to include the college in the festivities.
Mr. Blewitt asked if they had used 10’ x 10’ heated tents for the “Dinner with Jack Frost” in the past. Some recalled that this had been done in earlier years but that it was not necessary. They would need a tent for the band but how much they could spend would be determined by how many tickets they could sell to the event. Mr. Blewitt asked if the Commission thought they could sell 250 tickets.  Ms. Lorio said tickets had sold for $10 each in the past. Mr. Blewitt said that Linda MacKenzie (The Inn at Pleasant Lake) said not as many people attended the event as were tickets sold, in years past. 

Ms. James said someone at Proctor Academy may be interested in sponsoring some of the events at the winter carnival. This would allow those students to participate. She was given the go-ahead to contact this individual, who had expressed interest in helping out.
Mr. Blewitt said the Mountain-Mucker people called him about doing an event during the Winter Carnival. They want to possibly have a race across a body of water. People can run, snow-shoe, ski, etc. to get across the lake first. They will get back to him on this.
Upcoming Programs
Archery
Mr. Blewitt said he has confirmation for the archery classes. Since Chelsea at the Outing Club has left, the Recreation Department will now offer the youth archery classes. 

Intramurals
Mr. Blewitt said Wednesdays from 3-3:55pm at the OCIC are currently open so he would be planning an after-school intramural program. Details to follow.

Adult Trips
Mr. Blewitt would like to plan trips to places like Foxwoods and Celtics games. He has received confirmation from Sunapee and Newport Recreation Departments to do the trips together to have a better chance of selling all the tickets.  He would coordinate with Nancy at COA to see if they’d be interested in a Foxwoods trip. This trip would cost probably $35 which would cover the cost of the bus ride. There would be no other costs associated with the trip. The Celtics trip would be about $50 and would include $30 for the bus ride and $20 for seats in the promenade. 
Movie Nights
Mr. Blewitt said he’d like to start offering movies to be shown at Whipple Hall on Friday nights during January and February.  He has access to an inflatable movie screen 17’ x 9’ and could easily get a projector and sound into the building. This would be a free event. 

With no other business, the meeting adjourned at 5:41pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary
Town of New London
