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DRAFT Minutes of the May 21, 2014 Conservation Commission Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Brown (Chairman), Mike Gelcius, Laura Alexander, Emma Crane, Terry Dancy, Dan Allen, Rick Anderson, John Clough (arrived 8:45am).
MEMBERS ABSENT: Ruth White, Andy Deegan
Chair Brown opened the meeting at 9:01am. 
Minutes of April 16, 2014
Chair Brown said page 4, Trail Intern Update: should say “at” the newspaper. 

Lyon Brook Trail – access to the Red Brick Walk, not house.

Page 5: MPPA update regarding oiling the goose eggs. Should say “proposed” oiling, as it wasn’t done. 

Also, it should be stated that no geese nested this past year as it was too early to tell for this year.
IT WAS MOVED (Laura Alexander) AND SECONDED (Terry Dancy) to approve the minutes of April 16, 2014, as amended. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Lucy St. John – Planning & Zoning Administrator’s Report

Ms. St. John said the Shoreland Application had come in for Bob Brown’s property on Messer Pond. His variances had been granted through the Zoning Board of Appeals. Ms. St. John read into the record a letter sent to the Zoning Board, that had been sent in by an abutter who was concerned with unmapped streams, one of which flows near Mr. Brown’s property. Ms. Alexander recalled some past dealings with these intermittent streams and the thought that they should be mapped but it wasn’t clear to what extent. 

Ms. St. John said the Town had received an application for an “Intent to Cut” on Pleasant Street for the Ohlers, which is similar to a cut that was made last year. 

Ms. Crane said at the last Planning Board meeting, they also discussed terms of a past approval for Ed Canane regarding water testing, and a there was also a conceptual discussion with the college regarding changes to Lethbridge Lodge and the possibility of serving beer in the evening hours. There was also an approval for a dead tree to be cut on Lamson Lane.
Mr. Anderson suggested the protective associations include an element of thoughtfulness in their studies of these streams as it is not necessary to protect “every wet spot in the woods.”  

John Clough arrived at 8:45am.

Working Group
Mr. Anderson said the zoning amendments recommended by the Working Group and the Conservation Commission passed at Town Meeting by a large margin.  

Decision Tree

Ms. Crane agreed to present this to the Planning Board at the meeting in June.

Trails and Projects
Ms. Alexander said she, Chair Brown, Mr. Gelcius, and Mr. Allen, had a good visit with Matt Tarr from The

UNH Cooperative Extension, Clayton Platt, Surveyor and preparer of the Low Plain Forestry Plan, and Jim Oehler from NH Fish & Game, at Low Plain. They were given a copy of the easement so they could consider some things the Town needs to do with the land. It was thought a new trail should not be opened as it would be a concern for the wildlife on the area.  Ms. Alexander and Mr. Deegan would work more on the easement.

Lyon Brook/Hospital Trail Loop

Mr. Clough said Richard Lee told him the trail was 2,300’ in length and to make it ADA compliant, suggested putting down fiberglass mesh, covering it with ground glass and blue stone. This would cost about $83,000. It is a concern getting the material there without having to use heavy equipment. Mr. Clough thought some culverts would need to be added to the ones there already, as there were some wet spots. He wasn’t sure how people would feel about this kind of project but he felt it would be a useful project and would be appealing and well-used by many. 
Chair Brown wondered what it would take to make it just a walking trail instead of ADA compliant; perhaps to just mow it?  Mr. Clough wasn’t sure but thought this could be a good way to get the project started. If enough people grew to like the path, it might become possible to put the money into upgrading it to ADA compliance. 

Chair Brown said Mr. Deegan had sent an email out to the trail monitors. They have received about seven responses back so far, which he felt was promising.

Dan Allen asked if he could spend up to $100 on plant markers. Chair Brown said this was a planned expense so it was fine.

Chair Brown said he has submitted requests for dates from the Merrimack County Department of Corrections but has not heard back. He would contact them via telephone to get confirmation.

Chair Brown said the road to the field at Philips Preserve was impassible, some of which was private property. They need to mow the field but it might not happen until August at this rate. It is just too muddy at this point. It was suggested that perhaps Mr. Lee would be willing to put down some crushed glass and stone in the area. Ms. Alexander said if they upgrade the road, it might make it so others would want to go onto the land, which might not make the neighbors very happy.
Mr. Allen said fields are generally mowed late in the season when the muddy roads have dried. Chair Brown agreed and said they had wanted to go in there and plant some things to attract wildlife near the wall, but perhaps it could be done in the fall. 

Trail Intern
Chair Brown said a trail worker had been selected after receiving many sub-par applications. They chose a Sunapee High School teacher, Tom Coverdale, who loves the outdoors, has experience with trail maintenance and hiking, etc. He has started working a few hours here and there and will begin working more once school is out. 

Programs

Chair Brown said from May 7-10 he attended the NH Coverts Project which is orchestrated by UNH Cooperative Extension and funded by NH Fish & Game with help from US Forest Service. It is an intense program which is all about promoting wildlife habitat, forestry management with a lot of hands-on work, hiking, etc. They accept only 25 people per year to the program and he felt lucky to have been selected. Only two other New London residents have ever attended this program, which included Bill Clough, who attended 3-4 years ago. There is no charge for the program and NH Fish & Game covers the housing and meals as well. He recommended the program to anyone else who might be interested as it was a worthwhile endeavor. 

Other
Mr. Gelcius noted the Japanese Knotweed has started popping up. He wondered if there was something more permanent that could be done to it instead of just cutting. Mr. Anderson suggested looking at the Conservation Commission’s website for alternative ways of dealing with the invasive species. 

IT WAS MOVED (Emma Crane) AND SECONDED (Laura Alexander) to adjourn the meeting.

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 9:30am.

The next meeting was scheduled for June 18th at 8:30am.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London
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