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New London

Recreation Commission Meeting

 Whipple Town Hall
May 7, 2013
5:00pm
Members present: Laura Lorio, Janet Kidder

Members absent: Jason Stadler (Chair), Laura James, Alison McLean
Others present: Scott Blewitt (Part-Time Interim Recreation Director)
Mr. Blewitt opened the meeting at 5:00pm.
There was some discussion of the Master’s Swimming program at Colby-Sawyer College. Lisa Lacombe said that they no longer wish to continue to program as it did not draw many participants. Kara Kidder is hoping to hold this class at the beach this summer.
Bucklin Beach Renovations 
Mr. Blewitt asked some questions regarding the building at Bucklin Beach. He said the construction had been going along nicely. There doesn’t seem to be a plan, however. Chris Gaherty and the plumber are working together and are aware of ADA compliance regulations, so he has no doubt that it will be constructed appropriately. 

Mr. Blewitt wondered about the color of the exterior painting of the Bucklin Beach building. He wondered if they could finish the outside with siding and got a quote from Chris Gaherty for $3,800 which includes materials and labor. He thought that would give the building a good look. Mr. Blewitt thought perhaps painting the building a different color could give it a different look. He wondered what the Recreation Department thought. Ms. Kidder thought it would be better to paint it white this year and perhaps put the siding in his budget for the following year.  Mr. Blewitt wondered if he had enough money in the revolving fund to pay for this. Ms. Kidder thought the money in the revolving fund was for programming and not building maintenance. 

Beach Signage
Mr. Blewitt said that the signage at both beaches needs to be refreshed. He would also like to add an outdoor shower at Bucklin Beach. The builder said he would be under-budget as he did not need to chisel through any concrete to reach pipes, as he originally anticipated. There is already a spigot in the area and he would like to make it into an outside shower. 

Store at Bucklin Beach
Mr. Blewitt said he is still interested in the idea of having a store at Bucklin Beach.  He said that Ms. Hallquist had no problem with the idea. Mr. Blewitt said he would like to make a profit from this venture and would like to put the profits towards upgrades at the beach. He envisioned making about $1,000 per summer from the sale of food/drink and various beach items.

Docks and Beach Maintenance
With regards to Elkins Beach, Mr. Blewitt said there were some docks that floated away but were returned. An extra dock appeared at the beach which was not the property of New London. Ms. Kidder suggested marking New London’s docks with a stencil of some sort. 

Mr. Blewitt wondered who puts the docks in. Ms. Lorio said she believed Mr. Denning had done this himself in years past. Mr. Blewitt noted that he spoke with Mr. Lee (Public Works Director) who said at the end of this summer season, they would stack the docks up on top of each other and cable them together to prevent misuse of the docks and/or vandalism. 
Mr. Blewitt commented that the Highway Department did a great job cleaning up the beaches. They had to dispose of two picnic tables. 5 new ones would be built. 
Mr. Blewitt said that there are two trees at Elkins Beach that need to be removed. One White Birch is dead and will fall over. Another tree is rotted and needs to come down. Ms. Hallquist informed Mr. Blewitt that he would need to come to a Planning Board meeting to get permission to do this. 

Mr. Blewitt said he planned to do some cleaning at the beach houses. He added that Mr. Lee has indicated there is enough money in his budget this year to get new garbage cans for Bucklin Beach.

Hospital Days
Mr. Blewitt noted that he has spoken with Christine O’Hallorhan, who is helping to organize Hospital Days. He would like the Recreation Department to have a huge presence at the venue. Thursday and Friday from 5-8, Saturday from 9am all day, and Sunday they’ll participate/facilitate with the triathlon. Some programs could be face painting, water balloon art project, kids arts and crafts, old fashioned games, karaoke contest, wife-carry contest, tie-dying, dunking booth, pie eating contest, sand art, watermelon races, tug ‘o war, float decorating clinic, etc. Ms. Kidder thought these activities would draw more people and commented that this is how Hospital Days used to be. 

Ms. Lorio said that the Center for the Arts does some of these activities at Market on the Green and they might be willing to participate during Hospital Days. Mr. Blewitt said he has contacted Chelsea from the Outing Club to see if they would like to participate. He wasn’t sure that they wished to be very involved this year. 

Ms. Lorio wondered who was involved in the soccer group at Hospital Days. Ms. Kidder said that it may have been Joe Burns through the Outing Club. Perhaps they would be willing to continue. Mr. Blewitt said that Nate Camp’s basketball team will be holding a food fundraiser during Hospital Days.
Administrative Updates
Mr. Blewitt said he had System’s Plus come and they have alleviated his inability to get online and use the RecTrack software. He hopes to have Chelsea come and help him get familiar with the program.

Programming & Staffing
Mr. Blewitt said that the photography class currently offered is geared towards adults and seniors. The adult boot camp will start in early July. It is meant for all levels and will be organized by Liz Williams, who is a Colby-Sawyer College graduate and is also organizing the “Mountain Mucker” event at Mount Sunapee.

Mr. Blewitt said he felt comfortable with the number of swim instructors they have for this year. They have three. Kim ____ and Kara Kidder will be present to observe. Perhaps one more will be hired so there will be two at each location. They have 14 lifeguards this year. There are two beach attendants set up for Bucklin Beach.
Mr. Blewitt said he is still waiting to hear back from Goffstown Trucking regarding the use of a bus. He is concerned with the cost of the bus and has been assured that they would get a good price. 
Mr. Blewitt said the Elementary School will be charging the Recreation Department $18/day to use the facility during the summer. They will not be inside if it is nice out, or on Wednesdays or Fridays. They are willing to work with the Recreation Department and won’t charge them if they are not there.

Budget Update

Mr. Blewitt said they have 25% of the budget remaining, which is about $40,000. He would love to purchase two AED’s, and some paddle boards. Some of this money will be used to pay for staffing until the 2013/2014 budget begins in July. Ms. Kidder said the Selectmen can approve a budget request from Mr. Blewitt if he comes up with a firm number for the items he would like to purchase. 
Mr. Blewitt said he has put a plea out on Mrs. James’ WNTK morning show that they need donations of kayaks and paddle boards. 

All registration forms for summer programs are on the website. He plans to put together an extreme art camp as well. Ms. Kidder suggested forwarding the summer program information to the Intertown Record for a possible article. 
Other Business

On Thursday, May 23rd Mr. Blewitt plans to attend a seminar on ADA complaint recreation, which will be held in Concord, NH.

Mr. Blewitt plans to arrange a golf camp at Ragged Mountain. Ms. Kidder suggested working with Lake Sunapee Country Club as they do camps and allow kids who are not members to play there. Mr. Blewitt said he chose Ragged because they reached out to him. 
The meeting adjourned at 5:40pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London   

