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New London

Recreation Commission Meeting

 Whipple Town Hall
June 4, 2013
5:00pm
Members present: Laura Lorio, Alison McLean, Janet Kidder, Laura James, Jason Stadler (Chair) – arrived at 5:28pm
Others present: Scott Blewitt (Part-Time Interim Recreation Director)
Mr. Blewitt opened the meeting at 5:00pm. He noted that the minutes from the last meeting were not official as only two members were at the meeting. Therefore, they did not need to be approved.
Store proposal at Bucklin Beach

Mr. Blewitt noted that Brad Cook of the Little Lake Sunapee Protective Association sent a letter regarding his opposition to the store proposal for Bucklin Beach that had been brought forth in previous meetings.  Mr. Blewitt said his plans were to provide small packaged goods and drinks. He didn’t anticipate boat traffic coming in to Bucklin Beach to purchase things from this store and he would not expect an increase in trash. Ms. Lorio suggested offering more water and other healthy drinks versus soda and other unhealthy drinks. 

Ms. Kidder said if they were to go forward with this, they would have a lot of contention from certain people in the area. She didn’t think they should pursue it any further. Although it would be a wonderful service to offer to those at the beach, it would not be well-received.

Budget

Mr. Blewitt said that they have no budget funding remaining except for what has been planned for staffing. If an emergency were to arise, money could be found elsewhere in the Town’s budget, or paid for out of the revolving fund. 

Ms. Kidder said that the Bucklin Beach signs will be paid for from remaining money in the rehabilitation project budget. She added that there is $40,000 in the revolving account and about $40,000 was left in the budget from Chad Denning’s salary and benefits. After Mr. Blewitt informed Ms. Hallquist of his plans and needs for equipment, it was determined that there was left-over money that would either go back to the general fund or could be used this year for something else. It was decided to move $20,000 of this money to the Police Department to enable them to purchase upgraded cameras for Police Station safety.
Ms. Kidder said that Ms. Hallquist had asked her to pass on the notion that in an extreme emergency, money could be taken from any budget. Last fall the Town returned over $400,000 to the taxpayers (by way of the general fund) to reduce the tax rate. She opined that this excess shows poor budgeting. This year, the tax bills will be higher because there is not as much surplus to put towards the tax rate. 
Bathroom at Bucklin Beach

Mr. Blewitt said that the ADA compliant bathroom at Bucklin Beach was complete. He shared that Chris Gaherty did a wonderful job and went the extra mile to do it right. He was a real pleasure to work with.  

Mr. Blewitt said that there is now a space near the men’s bathroom that could be turned into a closet that could house toilet paper and other cleaning supplies. To do this, Mr. Gaherty has estimated $650. Mr. Blewitt thought this would be money well-spent either now or in the next budget. Ms. Kidder thought this was a good idea and thought there might be enough left in the renovation fund to cover it, but he should check with Ms. Hallquist first.

Donations

Mr. Blewitt said they have had successful donations of one canoe, one kayak and one sunfish, which are all in good shape.  

New Purchases

Mr. Blewitt said he has purchased two 11-foot and one 10-foot paddle-boards. They now have five for use at the beaches.

Swim Line

Mr. Blewitt said that both beaches are in the process of having the lines replaced. The swim line will be stored inside for the winter in the coming years to help it to last longer. It had previously been stored on the beach during the winter months. 

New Employees

Mr. Blewitt said that they are waiting on some background checks still, but they should be fully-staffed for this coming weekend. 

Workshops

Mr. Blewitt said he has attended two workshops recently. One was on ADA Facilities and another was about violence in the workplace.

Camp Sign-Ups

Mr. Blewitt said that camp sign-ups are going very well and the numbers will hopefully be between 40-50 campers per week.  Signs-ups for the Junior Adventures Camps would be opening soon and he anticipated it being busy. 
Picnic Tables

Mr. Lee (Public Works Director) has agreed to build eight picnic tables at a cost of about $60 each.

Docks

Mr. Blewitt said that the docks with wooden tops have seen better days and they will need to consider re-decking them, perhaps with a composite material, at the end of the summer. Ms. McLean suggested giving a breakdown of the costs for the materials he is suggesting versus pressure-treated lumber to illustrate the differences in their life spans.  

Recreation Director Full-Time Position

Ms. Kidder said they have advertised for the full-time Recreation Director. They have ten applications that have come in (including Mr. Blewitt’s). She asked the Commission how they would like to proceed with the interview process. Ms. McLean thought the committee should pick the top four and interview them. Ms. Kidder thought the committee members could come in to the office and look at the resumes. They could then decide with each other and Ms. Hallquist about when and if they would want to meet with applicants. It was thought the week of the 17th was when interviews would be held.

Other
A sunfish sailboat that belonged to a Wilmot resident and was being lent for public use at Bucklin beach in exchange for a parking pass, has been removed.

Mr. Blewitt said they have removed a truck-load of junk from Bucklin Beach. Elkins was already very organized and clean. 
Mr. Blewitt said he would like to make it a budget recommendation for next year that the beaches be staffed for Memorial Day weekend.

Mr. Blewitt shared that they will need to purchase six new paddles for the paddle boats they had last year as they were misused by people who did not know how to use them. People will be properly trained this year prior to them taking the boats and boards out. They will have to take a written test and be able to rig a boat themselves. Anyone under the age of 10 will need to be with an adult at all times.
It is a goal of Mr. Blewitt to provide some in-service training for the lifeguards. They will have scheduled and un-scheduled trainings with the assistance of Chief Jay Lyon.

Mr. Blewitt said he sent the day camp staff to Bristol this past weekend for training in working with kids and ways to have fun. It was sponsored by the New Hampshire Parks and Recreation Association. Ms. McLean stressed that they should continue membership of this organization as it provides a lot of resources and benefits. 

Ms. Kidder asked Mr. Stadler if he wanted to be reappointed to the Recreation Commission for another term. He said he did. 

Mr. Blewitt said he would like to offer a paddle-board class that could perhaps be sponsored by Village Sports. This would be useful to people new to the sport. 
The next meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, July 2nd at 5:00pm.

The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London
