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DRAFT Minutes of the August 20, 2014 Conservation Commission Meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bob Brown (Chairman), Mike Gelcius, Laura Alexander, Ruth White, Terry Dancy
MEMBERS ABSENT: Andy Deegan, Rick Anderson, Mark Vernon, Dan Allen
OTHERS PRESENT: Lucy St. John (Planning & Zoning Administrator), Tom Little (New London Resident), Chris Leister (Hogg Hill Design, Bradford NH), Peter Schauer (Schauer Environmental)
 
Chair Brown opened the meeting at 8:30am. Ruth White, alternate, was asked to sit in as a voting member. Tom Little was welcomed to the meeting. He is a citizen interested in helping out with the Conservation Commission and their various activities.
There was some discussion regarding the promotion of the patch program in New London. Ms. White said she would get something into the Intertown to raise awareness for the program.

Lucy St. John – Planning & Zoning Administrator

Ms. St. John listed off some applications that have come before her of late:
· Jen McCourt – subdivision engineering/wetlands plans

· Chris Leister – Schimburg property –  tree-cutting and shoreland application 

· Tree-cutting requests

· Murray Pond Association a Permit by Notification for beach replenishment

Schimburg Property

Chris Leister of Hogg Hill Design, Bradford NH was representing the property of 196 Pike Brook Road which has been purchased by Dan Schimburg. The property is an existing six bedroom home with a cabin on the side of it. Mr. Schimburg wants to renovate the home. The septic design was approved by the Town and is waiting approval at the state level. The plan is to connect the two bedroom cottage to the main system. Mr. Leister said the system has had capacity for the cottage all along; this is just a plan to finally connect the two. He showed where the forced main was and the dispersal area was. The home was built in 1983.  It wasn’t clear as to when the cabin was built.
Peter Schauer of Schauer Environmental 

Mr. Schauer was there on behalf of Cherry Hill Designs, the company interested in the property that abuts Seamans Road, Hall Farm Road and Blueberry Lane.  Maps of the property were distributed to the members of the Conservation Commission. There was an intermittent stream he wanted to bring attention to and expressed their plans to cross it. The crossing would be 1,000 square feet in size and the culvert they would use would be a 30’ x 36” corrugated plastic pipe. The watershed is about 28.8 acres in size. 7 of the 8 lots would require subdivision approval. The 8th would require town subdivision but not State. Paved driveway would be 12’ wide. The developer informed him he was planning on putting a single family ranch-style home. 

Chair Brown asked if these would be spec homes or custom built. Mr. Langill, owner of Cherry Hill Designs answered that generally he will build the first house in a development as a spec home but the rest will be custom. The ranch he is planning to build will be about 2,100 square feet. 
Ms. White asked if they plan to pave every driveway in the development. Mr. Langill said on most, but some long driveways they would not, but would use gravel instead. 
The Conservation Commission was being asked to sign off on the application so the applicants could go for an expedited permit. 

IT WAS MOVED (Laura Alexander) AND SECONDED (Ruth White) to approve the signing of the expedited permit application by the New London Conservation Commission. 
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Ms. St. John noted that the next Selectmen’s meeting to be held the following week would cover the tree-cutting that was done on the Canane property on Pleasant Street. She noted that both a NH State Forester and DES feel Mr. Canane is doing everything correctly and that his logging did not pose a threat to Pleasant Lake. Mr. Dancy said there was a serious tongue of black, muddy water going out into the lake and he was surprised that it could be said that everything was OK. He wondered why the buffer zone around the stream was being reduced. Ms. St. John said this plan went to the Planning Board in 2013 and approval was given with conditions. As part of their approval they had to leave a 10’ buffer around the stream. She said the subject would be discussed again on Monday night and invited anyone who was interested, to attend.
Ms. White wondered if anyone could identify where the accumulation of dirty water started. Ms. St. John said the professional loggers told the forester that a torrent of water had come through the brook. She noted there had been some beaver activity near where the water had come down. Chair Brown said the bridge and boardwalk on the trails near the beaver dam are usually under water. They have been monitoring this because the people on Job Seaman’s Road get flooded basements due to the beaver dams. This situation has been difficult over the past several years.  

Mr. Dancy said he planned on attending the Selectmen’s meeting the following Monday evening.  Chair Brown said he would not be in the area so would not be able to attend. 

Approval of July 16, 2014 Minutes

IT WAS MOVED (Mike Gelcius) AND SECONDED (Ruth White) to approve the minutes of July 16, 2014, as circulated. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Easements, Acquisitions, Desirable Lands List & the Hale Project
Chair Brown said he did not have an update from Mr. Deegan on the Hale project. He was concerned about the project partially due to the fact that there was a large amount of material that still needed to be removed from the property. He saw it as a long project that wouldn’t be done in time for the 2015 Town Meeting. It was decided that Chair Brown would postpone the meetings he has planned with both the Planning Board and the Board of Selectmen regarding an update on this project until he can get better information. Ms. Alexander said there is only so much they can do to push the landowner to get his part done. Chair Brown thought Mr. Deegan should have a conversation with Mr. Hale to see if he understood the timeline they were working under. 

Chair Brown said the Selectmen announced some news about the Mary Haddad Trust Fund. She worked for many years for Bill Kidder and eventually became Town Clerk. She was a very nice person and a pillar of the community. She set up a trust fund to benefit the Town of New London. 30+ years ago she passed away and her sister took over as executor of the trust fund. The sister has just passed away and now the trust is to be transferred to the Town of New London. It is set up so it will be controlled by the Trustees of the Trust Fund and will be their decision; it is not tax dollars so expending the fund would not need approval from Town Meeting. There are two purposes the money is intended for. The interest could be used for the preservation and maintenance of open land, park land, town forest, trails and paths for the citizens of New London.  Also, the principal funds may be used for the purchase of additional open land, park land, forest land, for construction of trails and paths for the benefit of the citizens of New London. The amount in the fund is roughly $759,000. 

Trails & Maps

Mr. Allen was not there to provide GPS data he was to get from Bob Crane. Ms. Alexander said someone else could go walk through the woods to get the data. 

Chair Brown thought Mr. Allen had decided widening the trail at Clark Pond would work instead of creating a new trail. Ms. White said she would order six aluminum signs that say “Walkers Stay Left” with an arrow. She would use her own credit card and be reimbursed. The signs would be black on orange with no holes. 

Mr. Gelcius said with regards to signs at Clark Lookout prohibiting fires, he said he could order some signs. He found that Fish & Game did not have any.  Chair Brown said Chief Jay Lyon said he could get some signs for them and they may even be free.

Low Plain

Chair Brown said Mr. Gelcius had done a lot of work in that area. Mr. Gelcius said the bulletin board needs to be replaced. The angle got very wet and was damaged. The posts are permanent but the board needs to be changed. He, Bill Hoyt and Tom Coverdale went to the dam and pulled the pipe out and the flow didn’t change at all in movement, showing there was nothing in front of it. The thought was it was flowing some but not enough. Peter Stanley was contacted and he emailed back that it was an 8” pipe inside of a 10” pipe. Perhaps it was getting corroded or blocked. Perhaps the diameter was not sufficient any more for the incoming water. He recommended putting in a bigger pipe. Maybe ½ to 1/3 of capacity of the pipe was coming out. Mr. Gelcius said a club member made a recommendation but thought they could blow out the corrosion of whatever is blocking the pipe with the fire hose. He wasn’t sure about the feasibility of getting the pumping truck out into that area.  Currently, water is running over the dam. Chair Brown wondered if they could run a 2-3” sapling down the length of the pipe at either end to see if they could break something lose that might be clogged inside. There was discussion of using a company such as “Rotor-Rooter” to see if they could help with the pipe. They were trying to avoid breaking up the whole dam and replacing the pipe.

Hospital Trail

Chair Brown said they need to find someone who could take this project on. They need to figure out what to do under the power lines. 

Chair Brown said Mr. Coverdale walked every trail on a regular basis and provided lists of things he has done and things that still need to be done. They have four consecutive days with Merrimack County Department of Corrections, which may be a good opportunity to get lumber hauled into the woods to make bridge repairs. Chair Brown and others on the board felt Mr. Coverdale did a very good job this summer as the trail worker and thought he enjoyed the work. It was thought he would come back again next year.

Budget
Chair Brown said they closed out the end of June expending only 52% of their budget, leaving about $7,000. This is due, in part, to the Big Hilltop project that didn’t go through.  He didn’t see the use in going out to spend money just to keep getting the same amount the following year. Ms. White thought this was a good explanation and the Budget Committee should hear why they only spent 52% of their budget. 

Other Business

Chair Brown said at the last Town Meeting, Mrs. Lamson sponsored a warrant article to charge the selectmen with appointing a single stream recycling committee to research the topic. He was asked to serve on the committee and found it interesting. Former selectman, Mark Kaplan, had spoke strongly not in favor of single stream recycling in the past. They have learned that there is a misconception that people can just dump everything in one chute. They still have to separate garbage from recyclables but all recyclables can be put together.  It might reduce the labor slightly but would involve a significant renovation, purchasing equipment and paying someone to take the recyclables away. By doing this, they will become more green and would be putting less stuff into the landfill.  It does not appear at this time that single stream recycling will allow them to recycle any more than what they already do now. The big money is in cardboard, but rates do fluctuate. They tip in Berlin for $68/ton and the state average is $90. It doesn’t appear that single stream seems to be a magic solution. He saw this as a very interesting topic.

The next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, September 17th at 8:30am.  

The meeting adjourned at 9:55am.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London
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