
    TOWN OF NEW LONDON 
               RECREATION COMMISSION MEETING 
 WHIPPLE TOWN HALL, JANUARY 12, 2015 

 

PRESENT:  Jason Stadler, Laura Lorio, Janet Kidder and Scott Blewitt (Recreation Director) 

The Minutes of December 16, 2014 were approved. 

Scott reviewed his presentation to the Budget Committee.  There was some question about the 

future replacement of the van.  Scott feels that a shuttle type van will be more useful once the 

current van is replaced (3-5 years), as a shuttle van is more useful for older passengers.  The van is 

used every day in the warm weather, and is used to haul equipment other times of the year.  Scott 

suggests setting money aside yearly for eventually replacing the current van, or a lease to buy option.  

When Goffstown Trucking was hired for transporting children in the summer, it was prohibitively 

expensive. 

Discussion followed regarding candidates to fill the two committee positions that were going to be 

vacant (Laura James and Alison McLean are resigning due to other commitments).  The Committee 

recommends that the selectmen appoint Casey Biuso and Lindsey Lund.   

Scott reviewed the activities for Winter Carnival.  One Hundred forty tickets have currently been 

sold, and Scott hopes to sell the same amount as last year (250), which should cover the costs of the 

tent, DJ, wagon ride, etc.  At this point there is not enough snow and Scott indicated that snow may 

have to be bucket loaded to the town common.  The cost of the fireworks is $2000.00 and $1500.00 

has already been raised.  Donations should cover the cost of the fireworks. 

There will be a Red Sox trip on Sunday of Memorial Day weekend for the 1:30 game.  The Sox are 

playing the Angels. Fifty-two seats in the right field sky box will be available. 

The response regarding the conditions (ice, warming hut, etc.) at the skating rink have been 

fantastic.  Laura wondered about having a bin of used skates in the warming hut.  Scott will check 

with John  Kiernan about this idea, since he rents skates for a reasonable fee. 

Scott attended the Northern New England Conference for recreation  directors.  It was held at 

Attitash Mountain.  He said it was a good conference for ideas and networking (approximately 150 

attended).  Scott would also like to attend the National Conference in Las Vegas in September. 

The Strawberry Festival will take place the last weekend of June.  There will be a meeting regarding 
this event on Thursday, January 15th at 10:00 am.  Scott plans to have vendors participate. 
Strawberry shortcake and pins will be for sale.  This will be a money-making event. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 pm. 
Respectfully submitted, Janet R. Kidder 


