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 PLANNING BOARD 
APPROVED MEETING MINUTES

January 8, 2013
MEMBERS PRESENT: Tom Cottrill (Chair), Jeff Hollinger (Vice-Chair), Paul Gorman (Secretary), Tina Helm (Board of Selectmen’s Representative), John Tilley
MEMBERS ABSENT: Michele Holton, Deirdre Sheerr-Gross (Alternate), Michael Doheny (Alternate), Emma Crane (Conservation Commission Representative)
STAFF:  Lucy St. John (Planning and Zoning Administrator), Kristy Heath (Recording Secretary)
Chair Cottrill called the meeting to order at 7:04pm.
Messer Subdivision – Declaration of Revocation (Map 131, Lot 006)
Ms. St. John presented the Declaration of Revocation which needed to be signed by the Planning Board. It was voted at the last meeting to revoke the subdivision plan from 2011. The Declaration of Revocation will be recorded 30 days after it is signed to allow for abutter comments. Ms. St. John noted that two abutters had contacted her after receiving the notice. They asked for further information but had no problems with what was being done. One notice was returned as undeliverable. There were no public comments from the audience. 
Peter Messer was there said he would come back and re-start the process of the lot line adjustment after revocation is taken care of. He noted that the gifting process of land to his daughter has been started and this portion of it will be an amendment they will have to make.

Ms. St. John shared that a letter with information from Joe Messer’s surveyor came in prior to the meeting and was provided to the Planning Board members for review.

IT WAS MOVED (John Tilley) AND SECONDED (Jeff Hollinger) to sign the Declaration of Revocation. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
Redican Voluntary Lot Merger Application - Hillcrest Road and Andover Road (Map 078, Lot 023 & 024)
Ms. St. John said that two lots were merging into one. The assessor said it was the best use of the property and there was a standard form the Planning Board had to sign. 

IT WAS MOVED (Jeff Hollinger) AND SECONDED (Tina Helm) to approve the Voluntary Lot Merger application for Andrea Redican of Hillcrest Road.  

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Tree-Cutting Request – Carr Boulder Point Road (Map 015, Lot 002)
Chair Cottrill said he went and looked at the two trees and confirmed that they were both dead and should be removed.

IT WAS MOVED (John Tilley) AND SECONDED (Jeff Hollinger) to approve the tree-cutting request for the Carrs at Boulder Point Road as presented. THE MOTION WAS APROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

UVRPC Representatives – Nancy Rollins and Bob Crane

Ms. Nancy Rollins and Mr. Bob Crane had accepted the Planning Board’s request that they serve as New London’s representatives on the Upper Valley Regional Planning Commission board. Ms. Helm said she thought it would be nice for them to come to the Planning Board every so often and report what they had learned. Ms. Rollins said that they have attended one meeting already and will be gathering more information going forward. Ms. St. John said she soon would be meeting with Rachel Ruppel (from the UVRPC) about some mapping and said that New London is a member of the commission. Ms. Helm noted that their membership was discussed at the last Board of Selectmen’s meeting and she commented to her colleagues that the Planning Board would like to remain members of the commission. 

Ms. Rollins noted that of 25 towns that are members of the commission, seven towns have vacant seats on the board. Ms. St. John said there are nine regional planning commissions in the State.

The 10-year traffic study needed review and comment by the Planning Board for the next meeting in February. Ms. St. John suggested getting this information out early so that the Department of Public Works and other departments can comment on their needs.  

Mr. Crane said he and Ms. Crane went to the URVPC meeting in December and spoke with the transportation subcommittee chair. Next year there will be some work on route 114 in Springfield. For the next 10 years New London won’t be getting any work done because of the work they recently did on Main Street. New London is low on their 10-year list.
Ms. St. John said that if Town projects go through State highways they have to go through the RPCs. Projects are introduced and then the commission prioritizes the projects based on safety, funding and mobility issues. This list is then introduced as the 10-year plan and DOT takes it from there to gather more information and further prioritize. They prefer to fix up old projects than to create new ones. 

Ms. Rollins said she had heard some concern in the past about the use of Route 11 as an access to Ragged Mountain. She wondered if any studies had been done to see if the use of that road was still a concern. Ms. St. John said the Master Plan talks about the concern and suggests the Town should work with area planning commissions and towns to address the impacts from the Ragged Mountain expansion program. She wasn’t sure where that stood currently. Chair Cottrill said they have approvals to expand the mountain but they haven’t done it yet. 

The Planning Board thanked Ms. Rollins and Mr. Crane for representing New London on the UVRPC board.

Planning Board Rules of Procedure 

Ms. St. John said that other communities review these rules each year. She could provide them with some examples of rules for their review before the next meeting. Ms. St. John indicated that this needs to be done as the statute says “shall” review, not “may” review.
Attendance List

Ms. St. John said it is a good thing to know about attendance at the Planning Board meetings. She suggested that it might be worthwhile getting a couple more alternates as it is sometimes hard to get a quorum. Chair Cottrill felt attendance was generally good but acknowledged that people are busy. He and several other members agreed that it would be helpful to have another alternate or two. Ms. St. John said she would look it up in the statute to see how many were allowed. 
Public Comments

There were none.

New Business

Zoning Amendments 

Ms. St. John said she is putting together some amendments to the Zoning Ordinance. She would like to address these with the Planning Board and they must be discussed in a public hearing. She asked for feedback from the Planning Board, as well as any ideas they had for hearing dates. Ms. Helm noted that April 1st was the deadline for having something included on the warrant. Ms. St. John said she would come up with about 20 suggested changes for them to review and pick those that are of the highest priority.

Correspondence

Ms. St. John said she has received a Shoreland Permit for 144 Hastings Landing.
Review of Minutes

There were not enough members present at the meeting who were also present at the December meeting to approve the minutes. They would be approved at the next meeting.
The next Planning Board meetings are scheduled for January 22nd, February 12th, and February 26th.

Ms. Helm noted that the Budget Committee will meet on February 6, 13, 20, and 27. They will meet at 7pm at the Town Office.

IT WAS MOVED (Tina Helm) AND SECONDED (Jeff Hollinger) to adjourn the meeting.
THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

The meeting adjourned at 7:58pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London
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