
 
 

New London 
Recreation Commission Meeting 

Town Office 
November 8th, 4:45pm  

 
 

PRESENT: Jerry Coogan (Chair), Allison McLean, Jason Stadler, Chad Denning (Recreation Director) 

ABSENT: Keith Pomkoski, Laura James 

 

1. Halloween Haunted Woods (Monday, Oct 31)  RECAP 

A little over 600 people were present. They felt overwhelmed in the first hour of the event with 

the smaller children. He felt that the decorations and player’s club were very well done. He added 

that they went through 110 pounds of candy. Ms. McLean said that the event got rave reviews. 

She felt it was an anchoring attraction and highlighted Main Street. Several years ago on 

Halloween, Main Street was quiet but it is now alive and lit up. Mr. Denning said that Dave 

Seastrand has thanked him for keeping the kids in one area of the town.  

 

Mr. Stadler said that the lighting at the farm section wasn’t very good. Also the footing in that 

area was a sloppy mess. Perhaps they should put some hay down or something in the future. Mr. 

Denning said that they ran out of tikki torches in that area which is why it was not well lit. They 

would consider his suggestions for next year. 

 

Mr. Denning felt everything in town complimented each other; the businesses getting involved, 

the Outing Club’s dance, and the haunted woods.  

 

2. Budget and CIP/ Bucklin Beach Bathhouse Renovations 

Mr. Denning said that the Budget Committee wants them to be level funded this year. He has 

moved some things around in the budget to enable the purchase of a desktop computer as his 

laptop is dying. Mr. Coogan and Mr. Pomkoski went to the CIP meeting along with Mr. Denning, 

and the CIP request was for $7,500. There were a lot of questions regarding the plans for the bath 

house. They have scaled back their plans and it is mostly bringing it up to date including low-

flush toilets and urinals. There will be a partial second floor. The project will come in at about 

$100,000.  

 

3. www.winterwild.com  Uphill series with ESS Majors from CSC 

Mr. Denning said they have 25 fully-paid registrations so far. He thought there would be between 

150-200 people in each race. If the kids get involved (see below) it would boost the numbers up 

to about 250 for each race. Whaleback, Sunapee, Ragged, Pats Peak, and Bretton Woods would 

be the venues.  

 

Mr. Stadler asked if Mr. Denning would be sending out the post cards advertising the event as he 

did last year. Mr. Denning said he would like to but hadn’t done it yet. He would like to have the 

sponsors included on the post card, as well as the dates/locations of the races. Mr. Stadler said he 

http://www.winterwild.com/


would be happy to come up with a tri-fold brochure to bring around the upper-valley. Mr. 

Denning said he would get the post cards done that week and would start distributing them 

everywhere. 

 

4. Let’s Move Campaign with local schools 

Mr. Denning said that all kids from any school from any state can go to Winter Wild for free. The 

school district with the most participation gets $2,000 from Lake Sunapee Bank.  

 

5. New London Winter Carnival weekend (January 28th weekend)  www.campfiredining.com 

The meeting would be held the following week with the restaurants. He was looking for 

something new to add to it and hoped they would have ideas. 

 

6. Wellness Symposium @ Kearsarge Middle School on November 22nd with Evan Dyvbig 

This was a presentation done at the Elementary School too and received rave reviews. Evan 

Dyvbig from Whaleback, Olympian, would present to the students. The kids and the staff really 

enjoyed the presentation at the Elementary School and they hoped it would go over well at the 

Middle School as well.  

 

7. Kearsarge Outdoor Adventures (Middle School Program)  

Mr. Denning said he is still trying to get this program going. He has spoken with Peter Angus, 

Guidance Counselor at the high school, and Peter Keene, teacher at the Middle School, and hopes 

to move forward. Ms. McLean offered to help with this program as she felt it was an important 

age group to address. Mr. Stadler thought that Nate Camp and Nate Heath at the Middle School 

would be helpful in championing the program as well. 

 

8. Fall and winter programming: Archery, Tiger Mountain, XFIT Kids 

Mr. Denning said that an archery class for kids and adults held in Whipple Hall the previous night 

had a great turnout. They had room for 12 participants and 17 showed up. They took everyone in 

and decided to break the people into two groups. 

 

Tiger Mountain has been around for four years. Gail Flemming is the Karate instructor and has 

expanded the program to include younger children. She offers a 3-5 year age group and a 6 & 7 

year old group. 

 

XFIT Kids starts in January and he already has some people signed up. It is like a 

bootcamp/station training for kids. They spent $1,000 on the equipment and it is in Whipple. 

There are weighted bars, kettle bells, etc. There is also XFIT Seniors that will be held in the 

afternoon. There are two XFIT certified teachers from Hogan who will instruct these classes. The 

goal is movement. It is not competitive and may be a good fit for some kids who don’t want to 

participate in team sports. 

 

He noted that he is trying to utilize Whipple Hall as much as possible. Since the court left, it has 

been sitting vacant for two years. There is plenty of room for arts and crafts area, storage, etc. The 

Recreation Department may move into this building at some point. The idea is being met with 

mixed reviews, but he is optimistic. 

 

9. Ice Rink to be put out on Common on Wed. December 7th 

This will be done in conjunction with Porta-Rink and the Fire Department. This date will remain 

unless they are not experiencing freezing temperatures. He noted that he has purchased new 

sections for the liner. The liner lasts for two years. He has experienced people from out of town 

http://www.campfiredining.com/


coming in and skating on it when the signs are up to stay off the ice. Their skates go through, 

ripping the liner. It was agreed that the rink was a worthwhile effort and was enjoyed by many.  

 

10. Collaboration with NLOC 

They worked together during Halloween. Chelsea worked with him on inter-murals. This was a 

grand-fathered arrangement in the lease so the Recreation Department had the use of the gym 

from 3-4pm. They had 27 kids and it was successful.  

 

11. Other business 

It was asked if there had been any progress with the Kearsarge Community Center. Mr. Denning 

said he hasn’t heard anything lately. He felt that once the organizations in town get together and 

on the same page, the center could come about. He felt there were plenty of facilities in town and 

a center wasn’t needed for his programs. Mr. Denning said he makes a lot of use of Colby-

Sawyer College. He said the students love helping him with the programs, which is good. He has 

two interns from CSC helping with Winter Wild. They will help to expand their programming.  

 

NH-To Do, January issue (comes out December 20th) would include two and a half pages about 

Winter Wild. They will focus on their wellness programming for corporations and the “Lets 

Move” campaign. This would reach about 60,000 readers.  

 

Granite State Racing was charging $700 but they have changed to a different timer, who charges 

$500 per race.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary 

Town of New London 


