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New London

Recreation Commission Meeting

at Whipple Town Hall
November 13th
7pm @ Town Offices
Members present: Chad Denning (Recreation Director), Jason Stadler (Chair), Laura Lorio, Allison MacLean
Mr. Denning opened the meeting at 7:00pm and noted that Mr. Pomkoski has indicated that he doesn’t wish to continue being a member of the Recreation Commission. He feels that he has been on the Commission for a long time, hasn’t been able to make a lot of the meetings, and since his children are past the age of those participating in the events offered, that someone else may be able to do a better job as a member. His term is not completely up but they could get someone else to carry out his term. Ms. MacLean felt that Mr. Pomkoski had filled his position well and it may be easy to find someone to finish the one-year term. Mr. Denning wondered if the board had any ideas for people who could join the group. He noted that Jen Schad would be a great addition to the Commission. 
Santa Event
Mr. Denning said that he heard from Ms. Tockman from the Chamber of Commerce letting him know that they will not be doing the Santa event this year and wondered if the Recreation Commission would do it. This has been a chamber event in the past but they don’t want to do it this year.  It was determined that what was needed was someone to “play” Santa and advertise for the event. Mr. Denning has historically worked with the Chamber on the organization of this.  Ms. MacLean said while it is a wonderful activity, it is unfair that it was dumped on the Recreation Department with such short notice. Mr. Denning said they could pull it off but would have liked more notice. Ms. Lorio said that there are many other towns and events that host Santa “things” and so the children wouldn’t miss out. Ms. MacLean suggested having the Recreation Commission plan to take it up next year and really do it right, like they do with the Halloween event. 
Halloween Haunted Woods and Kiddo Festival (Monday. Oct 31) 
Mr. Denning said that Police Chief Dave Seastrand always thanks him for keeping the bulk of the trick or treaters in the middle of the town. The haunted woods portion has received rave reviews. Mr. Stadler suggested finding a better way to exit the trail as there is a lot of muck and mud. He wondered if they could put some hay down to make the walking easier. Some additional light would help as well. Mr. Denning said that 700+ people came through the haunted woods and 120 lbs. of candy was given out. Some people in town counted over 500 trick or treaters. There was some discussion as to how candy donations can be made to help those houses that get hit hard with trick or treaters. Colby-Sawyer College Drama Club made over $400 at the event from donations at the haunted woods.  
Budget and CIP/ Bucklin Beach Bathhouse Renovations
Mr. Denning said that it only took two days for the Bucklin Beach roof to be replaced. Chris Gaherty is the contractor. He will also re-do the inside, bathrooms and the plumbing. The remainder will be done in the spring but the roof needed immediate attention.  
Mr. Denning said that he submitted the budget that Friday. He went over budget by $2,500 for waterfront staff due to the fact that there were no rain days. That is the only change that was made. His budget went up 2.2%.

www.winterwild.com  Uphill series 
Mr. Denning said the ad for this event is in Trail Running Magazine and he is already seeing some kickback from the publicity with more people signing up.  People from Boston are contacting him wondering how they can participate.  The idea is to make this a far-reaching event and then hopefully the mountains that are participating closer to New London will get a larger participation rate. Mr. Stadler thought that this program would only grow and that having Wachusett Mountain a part of the program was huge.  Mr. Denning said that he will be looking for volunteers for these events. Ms. MacLean said that PSNH has a volunteer program that could participate in this event. She would provide some more information to Mr. Denning.  
Let’s Move Campaign with local schools

Mr. Denning said he has five school districts committed to the Winter Wild program. Students can participate in Winter Wild for free and the district with the most participants wins $5,000. Kearsarge School District is on board with it. Bow School District won last year and put the money towards their Nordic groomer.
New London Winter Carnival and Snowball weekend (January 28th weekend) www.campfiredining.com
Mr. Denning has received three responses already from restaurants wishing to participate. He is still waiting to hear back from more restaurants. Ms. Lorio said she would speak with Linda from the Inn at Pleasant Lake, as they are friends.  Mr. Denning said Ellies, Millstone, Flying Goose, Pizza Chef, and Arctic Dreams had responded favorably.  It was suggested to contact the Chinese Food restaurant, Nonni’s, and the Little Red Barron from Newport. 
The ski-jouring is supposed to happen again but would be held over at Colby-Sawyer College because it is a better lay-out for the horses.

Fall and winter programming: Archery, Tiger Mountain, XFIT Kids, Bouncy House, Dance Classes, etc
Mr. Denning said that they have been busy with programs at Whipple Hall. That week a Colby-Sawyer group will be doing a gospel choir for Thanksgiving, and they will come in the following week for a fashion show.
Ice Rink to be put out on Common on Wed. December 7th

Mr. Denning said that he hasn’t heard back from the man from the “Port-a-Rink” company who usually comes to help.  He said he would be looking for more help.
Collaboration with NLOC
Mr. Denning said that he has spoken with Chelsea from NLOC who indicated that they would like to do a toddler dance program. The Recreation Department is also doing a similar program and they would prefer that they didn’t hold theirs. It was felt that the two dance classes were not similar and would meet the needs of different people in town. The classes are held at different times and it is nice to have a morning option for dance classes.
New business 
Holiday Winter Market will be at Whipple Hall on November 24th from 10-2. They have 12 vendors now but hope to get 20. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary

Town of New London
