
 
 

New London 
Recreation Commission Meeting 

at the Town Offices 
December 13th 

4:45pm @ Town Offices 
 
Members Present: Chad Denning (Recreation Director), Jerry Coogan, Keith Pomkoski, Allison 

MacLean 

Members Absent: Jason Stadler, Laura James  

 

 

NL Town Winter Carnival (Cancel?) 

Mr. Denning said he has sent out four emails to the restaurants in the community and has received 

little to no response. His solicitation has fallen on deaf ears and response to his outreach has been 

luke warm at best. Ms. MacLean felt that the economy was playing a factor in this response. Mr. 

Coogan thought Mr. Denning should contact the vendors who participated last year and ask if 

they are interested in participating or not. He set up a meeting and only one person attended. This 

process has started right after Thanksgiving and he is now getting to the point that he doesn’t 

know if he should continue. Gen from Ellie’s wants to participate, as well as Mount Sunapee. The 

Inn at Pleasant Lake is positive about the event but is waiting to see who else is coming on board. 

The cost for the event is $10 for adults and $5 for children. Last year there were 11 vendors with 

food at the event. 

 

Mr. Denning noted that the ski jouring wasn’t going to be on the common this year, but would be 

at Colby-Sawyer. The groomers will not be grooming the common now because they will be 

grooming at Colby-Sawyer for the ski jouring. He contacted the Chamber of Commerce about 

helping with the event. They are in a transition period and are not interested in helping this year.  

 

Mr. Denning said that Hanover took a year off last year and did not hold their similar event. Ms. 

MacLean said that this may be a good idea and it could be beneficial to transfer the energy put 

forth for the winter carnival into another event. Ms. MacLean thought they should do something 

within the town to bring cohesion to the community. Mr. Coogan agreed. Ms. MacLean thought 

there should be more discussion with the Chamber about an event that could bring in other 

businesses in the town, including the restaurants. Perhaps they could re-brand the event and 

evaluate their plan for the future.  

 

Mr. Denning thought there would be a lot of negative feedback if they don’t hold this event. He 

said that Jen Tockman was the new Director of the Chamber of Commerce and wants to be on 

board with this next year, as a partner. Mr. Denning clarified that this event was never put in 

place to be a fundraiser.  He had no doubt that the event would sell out again this year and that it 

wasn’t a problem with the lack of participants, but the restaurants don’t seem excited about 

participating.  



Ms. MacLean said they should be up front about taking a year off of the event and push up the 

other winter programming in the town, such as Winter Wild. Mr. Coogan thought they should 

question people about what they liked about the winter carnival or what other things they’d like to 

have.  

 

Mr. Denning said he would draw up some language regarding this decision and send it around to 

the Recreation Commission to approve. He doesn’t want to sound offensive. 

 

Red Sox Games (Cancel?) 

Mr. Denning said that they only reserve tickets for one game and this year he couldn’t sell all of 

them. Ms. MacLean said that this was also attributed to the economy. People are making tough 

decisions and are not doing the “extra” things they used to. Mr. Denning said he if is going to 

reserve the tickets, he has to do it by that Thursday. He doesn’t want to get stuck with tickets that 

he can’t sell. Mr. Coogan thought they should still purchase one game’s worth of tickets (55). Ms. 

MacLean agreed. She wondered if they could let people know that the program could be 

eliminated if there is not enough interest. Perhaps encourage those people who already come to 

bring a friend. Mr. Denning said that this event is a break even event. He charges $75 per ticket, 

which includes the bus ride.  Those at the meeting thought a Saturday or Sunday afternoon game 

might attract more people. 

 

Ice Rink, ongoing maintenance etc….. 

Mr. Denning thought that the rink would be frozen by now, but the ground underneath is not 

frozen yet. He had to break any ice that had formed because of high winds that came and blew 

many leaves into the water. He hoped for rain to help seal the cracks. The rink is not open and is 

not even close to openning. He has an ice mower to maintain the ice, but can’t get on the ice with 

it yet. 

 

XC Ski Trails and where we are at with that… 

Mr. Denning has to get out and clear out some trees from a storm. The old middle school trails 

are flooded because of beaver dams that had been built. He and Mr. Stanley will be taking care of 

the dams. The beavers are now gone. Homes on Birch Acres Road and Job Seamans Road have 

been experiencing flooded basements due to this, as well.  

 

LLSPA Meeting about Bucklin Beach House Rehab 

Mr. Denning said that he has been working with Brian Carey. Option #1 is $106,000 which 

includes a higher roof line of 3’ which will allow for walking upstairs. Sky lights have been 

added on both sides to provide more light in that area. Option #2 is the same thing except with 

dormers instead of sky lights and an added cupola on the top. The price of this design would be 

$125,000. Both options include new siding, and new fixtures. The men's and women’s bathrooms 

will be switched because of a removal of a toilet from the men’s and the installation of a no-flow 

urinal. The extra toilet will be outside the building as the handicapped and “indestructible” 

bathroom. He noted that Peter Stanley, Planning & Zoning Administrator, was in favor of the 

plans and felt it was a great use of space. 

 

Mr. Denning said there would be a barn door with a beam and pulley to help load things like 

kayaks and sail boats upstairs in the storage area.  

 

Mr. Coogan liked option #2, and Mr. Denning agreed. He said that the Budget Committee would 

be the ones to decide which, if any, of the plans would be chosen. He felt it important to indicate 

to the Budget Committee which design they would prefer.   

 



Mr. Denning said he proposed this to the Board of Selectmen. Mr. Bianchi felt it was too 

expensive for storage. Mr. Denning told them that the building needed repair and they needed 

storage. The upstairs is rotting, the fixtures are not low-flow (causing more pumping in the 

summer), and they planned to use the cement block formation for the downstairs. They will need 

to write up a warrant article to draw the money from the Recreation CIP for this work. Mr. 

Denning said that if they ask for $7,500 this year, they would have enough to do the project. 

 

Mr. Carey said that he has included enough contingencies into the plan to insure he would come 

in on or under budget. He also noted the building should last at least 50 years.  

 

Ms. MacLean felt this was a good price for a recreational support building. Mr. Denning said this 

is the same person who built the firehouse, which came in under budget.  

 

The LLSPA liked option #2 from the general feedback that was relayed. Ms. MacLean said that if 

they choose option #2, it will look appropriate aesthetically in the town, and would last for 50 

years.  

 

Judge DiClerico had the deed from the Bucklin’s, which mention keeping the building and the 

area in a colonial-looking design. This would promote option #2.  

 

www.winterwild.com  Uphill series with ESS Majors from CSC 

Mr. Denning said everything is on track. They are up 50% in registrations from last year. He has 

a new ESS major from Colby-Sawyer who will help with this. He noted that Breton Woods, the 

last venue, would be offering $20 ski passes on the day of the event.  

 

NLREC Van 

Mr. Denning said the brakes had to be re-done because of how much it sits. It came to $1,100.00 

and he didn’t want to take it from the revolving fund right away. He made an agreement with 

Northwind Security, who has been utilizing the van for the locks over the year. They pay the 

Recreation Department $150.00 each time they use it. Mr. Denning told them that they could 

keep using the van for their training and not pay them each time it is used, if they took care of the 

bill. They agreed to do so and are also storing it for the winter in a heated garage. It is at exit 12-a 

and he can take it when he needs it.  

 

Mr. Denning wanted to find some new uses for the van in the winter. He asked them to think 

about this and let him know. Weekend or day trips.  He is currently planning to transport the skis 

and equipment to Mount Sunapee for the winter activities sessions. 

 

Where are we with NLOC 

Mr. Denning said that he hasn’t seen anything from any of them. He had no updates. Mr. Coogan 

and Mr. Denning agreed that they should get in touch with Mr. Howe to talk about plans.  

 

There were no recent updates on the community center. Mr. Denning felt there was value in the 

project but didn’t think it would happen in its current state. Mr. Coogan felt this had something to 

do with the economy as well.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:30pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

http://www.winterwild.com/


Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary 

Town of New London 

 


