
 
 

New London 
Recreation Commission Meeting 

at the Town Offices 
June 14th, 2011 

4:45pm @ Town Offices 
 
Members Present: Chad Denning (Recreation Director), Jerry Coogan, Allison MacLean, Keith 

Pomkoski, Jason Stadler 

Members Absent: Laura James 

 

1. Beaches and Parking Passes – Mr. Denning said that the signage is not up yet, but the 

passes are in. People are already coming in to get the passes and are being kept track of by 

household name within a program called “RecTrac” which the Town already owned. Signs 

should be there next week “Permit Parking Only” on Dump Road and “No Parking” on Camp 

Sunapee Road.  He has been told that no parking tickets issued by the police will be voided 

this year. Even lifeguards need to use a pass and if they don’t, they will still need to pay their 

ticket. If guest passes are lost, they will be $25 to replace, and will be re-issued each year.  

 

Mr. Denning said that the bathrooms have been open for the past two weeks. It was the 

request of the Board of Selectmen to keep them open later. They are dark at night because the 

electricity is turned off at night. He thought he would have the Police Department close the 

bathroom around 9pm or 10pm. Ms. McLean said the bathrooms should be closed when the 

beach is closed (dusk ‘til dawn) but felt they were inviting trouble if they kept them open 

24/7.   

 

2. Set-up Selectmen Meeting to go over Summer Programming – Mr. Denning felt it would 

be good to go over all the information prior to the meeting. Mr. Coogan said he wanted to 

have a parent’s advisory committee of young parents who could give ideas to Mr. Denning 

about what they’d like to have for programs. Mr. Denning said that later that week he already 

had a meeting planned with eight such people to talk about programming. Youth In Action is 

something that has already started being discussed. Middle and Elementary School children 

could meet after school once or twice/week to help seniors in the town with chores or other 

projects. They can also do things like trips, and community service projects. His goal is to get 

a point person (student) at all schools. He wanted it to be a student and not a teacher.   

 

3. Our NEW Sunfish @ Beaches – Mr. Denning said that there are four new Sunfish at 

Bucklin beach. They ordered four brand new hulls but not masts and sails. The hardware is 

on the hulls, and the dagger boards, masts and sails are from the old boats; that is how they 

were able to stretch their dollar. The price for four hulls was $8,000.   

 

They plan to have four weeks of sailing programs this year. They filled up fast and there is 

already a waiting list. They were going to try to have an intermediate/advanced lesson on 



Pleasant Lake but were unable to because of a lack of mooring space. They would look into it 

further for next year. 

 

4. Farmers Market on the NL Green and NL Recreation presence – Jackie Tellier is their 

intern for the summer and will be at every Farmer’s Market night. She will put New London 

Recreation Department sponsored programs during the event; bean bag toss, tug ‘o war, etc. 

This starts next week, every Wednesday night. Ms. Tellier is also heading up the Junior 

Summer Adventures camps.  

 

5. Community BBQ @ Hannaford on Saturday, June 18th, 2011   11-2pm – Mr. Denning 

said the idea came from the corporate office in Lewiston Maine that all the Hannaford stores 

needed to put on a bbq at some point during the year to benefit an organization in their town. 

They will ask for a $1 donation for the food and all proceeds will go to the Recreation 

Department. Hannaford also has something called the “Book Bin” where people donate and 

purchase used books within the store. Each month the proceeds of this service are donated to 

a beneficiary within the town. They have given the Recreation Department two months 

within the year to collect the proceeds of the book bin, which is usually about $250 each 

month. These donations will go right into the revolving fund to serve as seed money for more 

programs. Mr. Denning thought perhaps all of these donations should go towards the Youth 

in Action program.  

 

Mr. Denning said that they would have the Recreation Department banner up at the event and 

would need representation by the Recreation Commission. After some discussion it was 

found that the three hours could be easily covered by several members of the commission.  

  

6. Shuttle Bus from Woodcrest – The Recreation Commission now owns the van. After some 

scrutiny from the Budget Committee, he informed them that if the van becomes a burden or 

becomes unusable, he would get rid of it and go back to renting a van as he had been doing 

prior to being given this van.  

  

7. Adult Sport League (name/ logo/ marketing) Status 

www.summerswingsports.com  

Mr. Denning said that this program has not taken off at all.  They have four teams for a 

softball league. They whiffle ball league is no longer, as is the softball tournament. He felt 

that people have committed to Concord and Lebanon leagues which are more established. 

 

8. Trail running series starts in June www.wnhtrs.com – Mr. Denning reported that there 

were already 175 people signed up for the first event to be held in Newport called the “Six in 

the Sticks.” Last year they had 135 people participate. This shows wonderful growth. 

September 24th is the New London race within the series.  

 

Mr. Denning said that he was meeting with EarthTec and Stoneyfield the following day. They 

will come to the trail running series. EarthTec will do all the recycling for the event and 

Stoneyfield will offer samples at all the races. 

9. Summer Programming sign-ups (Status) – Mr. Denning said the summer day camp 

numbers are up to almost 40 children per day. $120/week for five days, 8am – 5pm. The day 

fee is $40. There is a $45 activity fee to pay for the bussing. They are taking a non-refundable 

deposit of $25 for each week they are planning to send their kids to camp. They are still 

taking kids and will go up to 45 per day. Mr. Denning noted that residents had a month to 

sign up for camp before non-residents could, but the price is the same for both groups. He 

http://www.summerswingsports.com/
http://www.wnhtrs.com/


indicated that the reason 70% of the participants of the day camp are non-residents was 

because they are children of people who work in New London but do not live in town.  

10. Story Walk and status – Mr. Denning said this is almost complete. They found that some 

beavers had built a dam causing excess water in the area and so they had to wait until this had 

been taken care of before they could finish putting up the boxes. 

11. Skatepark Update – Mr. Denning said that no one seems to care about this now so they will 

not move forward with it. He felt there was a lot of underlying opposition to the concept and 

no one wants to take it on. Mr. Stadler felt that perhaps the people who were excited about it 

are busy with their kids in sports as it is a busy time of year for that. Mr. Denning said the 

property has been signed over to the Town for the use of a skatepark but will be taken back if 

nothing is done within the year.  

12. New Facility Use Agreement with school district – Mr. Denning noted that Michael 

DuCorale is the new facilities person at the High School. He seems to be a positive and 

motivated individual who wants to get things done, and sees the value of a partnership 

between the school and the Town. For now, the charges to use the school facilities will be 

dropped. This is for use of the Old Middle School and the Elementary School.   

Mr. Denning said that they are trying to get a generator for the old Middle School, 

specifically the 1941 building, so they could turn that into an emergency shelter. There are 

FEMA funds available to do this. There is one generator large enough to power the 

Elementary School, the James House and the 1941 building and a school district surplus may 

be used to purchase it.  

13. New Beachfront Directors Hired/ Beach Organization has begun – Renae is back. The 

guards have put the furniture out on the beaches, the bathrooms have been painted and things 

look great. The boats are ready to go in the water and they are good to go.  

14. Survey – Mr. Denning said at 12:00pm, 2pm and 4pm there is a point guard who will answer 

the following questions:  

a. How many adults/children/seniors on the beach.  

b. How many people are in kayaks/sail boats.  

c. How many cars are in the lot/road.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary 

Town of New London 

 


