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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 MEETING MINUTES 

December 7, 2016 

6:00 PM 

 

PRESENT: 

G. William Helm, Jr., Chair 

Nancy Rollins, Selectman 

Janet Kidder, Selectman 

Kim Hallquist, Town Administrator 

Wendy Johnson, Finance Officer 

 

ALSO PRESENT:    

John Raby, The Intertown Record 

Richard Lee, Public Works Director 

Donna Larrow, Police Department Administrative Assistant 

Phyllis Piotrow, Budget Committee member 

Colin Campbell, Budget Committee member 

Edward Andersen, Police Chief 

 

Chair Helm opened the meeting at 6:00pm.   

 

Memo from Richard Lee re: Trash Trailer 

Mr. Lee had submitted a proposal November 30th to purchase a new trash trailer with a walking floor 

(hydraulically controlled for easy loading and unloading). After trading in the old one, the amount to pay is 

$13,600.  In June the Town encumbered $15,000 for this purpose. Mr. Lee said the old one is not worth 

painting/fixing. The bottom is rotting out of it.  

 

IT WAS MOVED (Nancy Rollins) AND SECONDED (Janet Kidder) to accept Richard Lee’s proposal to 

trade in the old trailer for new one with a walking floor and hopper for $13,600.  

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Note Receipt of Merrimack County Budget for 2017 

Chair Helm said the budget shows a 3.8% increase overall which increases the amount to be raised by taxes to 

4.84%. He noted that this reflects a decrease in some of the county’s revenues. Ms. Hallquist said the stated 

increase is due to debt service and increase in the number of personnel in the Department of Corrections to 

operate the remodeled Edna McKenna Facility.  The next meeting of the County Commissioners is January 17th at 

5:00pm in Concord and they would like the Selectmen to attend and then join them for dinner. The Selectmen 

said they would go to the meeting but would not stay for dinner. Ms. Hallquist was asked to see if the Selectmen 

could be placed early on the agenda. 

 

Consider Acceptance of Highway Safety Grants 

Chief Andersen said there were two Highway Safety Grants up for approval from the Selectmen. One is for in-

cruiser video for $1,770 and another is for radars, radar signs, and tire deflation devices for $4,875. The vehicle 

equipment is meant to outfit the K-9 cruiser. These grants are 50-50, so the Town would need to pay 50%.  Chief 

Andersen explained that a radar sign is a portable sign that flashes the speed people are driving at to make them 
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aware of their speed. They are $2,500 and half would be paid for by the grant. The funds for the K-9 cruiser 

would be paid for with the monies raised for the program, which is at about $35,000 thus far.  

 

IT WAS MOVED (Nancy Rollins) AND SECONDED (Janet Kidder) to accept Chief Andersen’s proposal 

to accept two 50/50 Highway Safety grants as explained above.  

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Town Administrator’s Report – Kim Hallquist, Town Administrator 

Ms. Hallquist said the Superior Court case regarding a 2014 property tax issue with citizens from Pike Brook 

Road was found in favor of the Town. She attributed the success to the hard work of Norm Bernaiche, Chief 

Assessor and Bart Mayer, Esq., counsel for the Town.  

 

With regards to the sewer lagoons, in August/September the Board approved the recommendation of Dennis 

Thompson and Charley Hanson (consultants on the town’s sewer lagoon closure project) to test the covered 

lagoon in preparation for next spring’s work. Ms. Hallquist contacted Dennis Thompson to check the status of the 

project who informed her that this project slipped through the cracks as he and Charley Hanson have been very 

busy over the fall, when the work was slated to be done.  Mr. Thompson will be coming to meet with Ms. 

Hallquist the next day to discuss finalizing the sewer lagoon project in the Spring. Mr. Thompson doesn’t think 

there will be a problem with them not having done the testing as Mike Rainey is not retiring in January as 

previously thought, so there is no immediacy to get this project done quickly, prior to his retiring. 

 

Ms. Hallquist informed the Board that the final loan agreement for the Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund 

Program—Supplemental Loan Agreement for the Sunapee Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade project must be 

amended as the State listed an incorrect interest rate on the loan documents:  2.230% is the appropriate amount, 

not 2.5520% as originally listed in the loan agreement.   The Town will get a check for overpayment of over 

$17,000.   

 

Ms. Hallquist said the Board must hold a public hearing on December 19th to consider acceptance of West Side 

Drive and Snow Lane as town roads. Richard Lee (Public Works Director) finds the roads acceptable. Also on 

December 19th, Dubois and King will bring a presentation of the 60% design for review. Jud Donaghy will be 

present at the meeting, and the Pleasant Lake Protective Association has been informed about the meeting. 

 

It was noted that Harvard Pilgrim has received the necessary information to give a quote to the Town for health 

insurance and a quote is expected by the end of the week or the following week.  

 

Committee Reports 

Dispatch 

Selectman Kidder said she, Chief Lyon and Chief Andersen met with Newbury Selectmen to discuss dispatch. 

Newbury is happy with the service they are receiving from New London Dispatch. Tuesday night the group also 

met with the Selectmen from Croydon and found that they are also very happy with dispatch service. There are no 

issues.  

 

Recreation 

Selectman Kidder attended a Recreation meeting and Mr. Blewitt talked about the event that was recently held 

with Santa at the New London Inn. It was a great success and the Inn was very accommodating to those who 

participated.    Selectman Kidder noted that Justin Garzia has a quote for nets to go around the skating rink (to 

contain flying pucks) for $4,000 - $5,000. The purchase would be made from the Revolving Fund. Mr. Garzia has 

been in contact with Mr. Lee about installing the posts for the net when they are fabricated.  The Recreation 

Department took a senior trip recently to King Arthur Flour, which was very successful. Mr. Blewitt took a survey 

of about 25 seniors regarding ideas for trips, and he received some great suggestions.   The old recreation van is 
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not running; the brakes don’t work and they are looking to get rid of it. Mr. Lee will try to sell it on eBay with 

some other equipment.   

 

Selectman Kidder said that the Little Lake Sunapee Protective Association met with Casey Biuso and talked about 

solutions to erosion, runoff etc. at Bucklin Beach. Nothing will be done until the 2019 budget as there are no 

figures yet for work to be done.   It was noted that the New London Historical Society has reached out to Mr. 

Blewitt to do a vacation camp for kids during the Kearsarge Regional School District April school vacation. This 

will also be done in conjunction with the Center for the Arts.    Selectman Kidder noted that Tucker Andrews will 

start an internship in at the Recreation Department in January. He is the oldest son of the late Bob Andrews, the 

Town’s first full-time Recreation Director.  

 

Planning Board 

Selectman Kidder said during the Planning Board’s last meeting the Board discussed Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADU) and quite a number of people attended who offered some good ideas for changes which will be 

incorporated in the ordinance. They also talked about the sign ordinance and more good suggestions came about. 

Peter Stanley (former Planning and Zoning Administrator) was present and offered perspective as to why the sign 

ordinance is written the way it is. John Wilson came and talked about possible changes to the streams overlay 

district and they will discuss this again at their next meeting. The Board will not go forward with a proposal for 

detached ADUs.  

 

Budget Meeting 

Selectman Rollins said the Budget Committee met last week. There was a review of the Capital Reserve 

Subcommittee report. All committee reports, fire/police/library/admin/buildings/public works were reviewed.  

There was also a presentation about the work the Selectmen did relative to the FY18 budget and the upcoming 

schedule of meetings was discussed. The Budget Committee will meet after the Selectmen’s meeting that evening. 

 

Chair Helm wonders if the Selectmen and Budget Committee will have a reconciliation meeting to discuss 

differences in the two budgets, as was done last year.  Selectman Rollins said she would bring this up that evening 

at the Budget Committee Meeting.  

 

Approval of Minutes 

IT WS MOVED (Janet Kidder) AND SECONDED (Nancy Rollins) to approve the minutes of November 

21st, as circulated. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

Upcoming Meetings & Special Events 

 Next Regular Selectmen’s Meeting – Monday, December 19th  -  6:00 PM 

 Budget Committee – Wednesday, December 7th – 7:00PM  

 Planning Board – Tuesday, December 13th  - 6:30PM  

 Conservation Commission – Wednesday, December 21st -  8:30 AM 

 Recreation Commission – Tuesday, January 3rd – 5:00 PM – Whipple Town Hall 

 

Other Business 

Chief Andersen informed the Board that he would like to again request that the Board consider establishment of a 

Police Special Duty Revolving Fund.  He explained that recently there was a detail at the hospital that cost the 

$12,000. While this money is totally reimbursed by the hospital, it must first come out of the Police Department 

operating budget, which is only $10,000 for the entire year.  Officers get paid and the money comes back in and 

goes into the general fund. They still have seven more months of details. Using a revolving fund would help; 

money that comes in for details could go into the fund and will go out to pay officers for their time. Ms. Hallquist 

said a revolving fund would allow the Police Department to eliminate the line item for special duty pay in the 
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operating budget; instead, the officers would be paid from this revolving fund. This is a perfect example of where 

revolving funds are a great tool to use. The funds will only be able to be used for this one purpose.   

 

Chief Andersen said the hospital was pleased from the response from the employees at the hospital asking the 

NLPD to be there for 24 hour coverage. Chief Andersen opined that dealing with more psych patients will require 

more use of special duty coverage, making a revolving fund more necessary than in the past.  New London 

Hospital houses psych patients occasionally until a psych bed is available elsewhere. Selectman Rollins said this 

another example of downshifting from the State. She suggests that besides Concord and Hanover, Franklin has 

beds available for this sort of thing. The creation/implementation of such a fund would need to be passed with a 

warrant article at Town Meeting.  

 

Ms. Piotrow asked if an initial amount of money would be appropriated to start the fund. Ms. Johnson said the 

Town would pay the officers their wages and then be reimbursed to begin with, most likely.  It would be much 

like the Recreation Department’s payroll for the summer staff.   

 

Chair Helm asked that this issue be considered by the Board when discussions of warrant articles are held.  

 

Signatures 

 Pay Authorization Voucher by Wendy Johnson, Finance Officer 

 Accounts Payable Voucher by Wendy Johnson, Finance Officer 

 Certificates of Recognition for Employee Years of Service to The Town of New London  

 Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund Program—Supplemental Loan Agreement  

(New London’s Portion of the Upgrade of Sunapee WWTF Upgrade Project) 

 Warrant—Land Use Change Tax—Current Use by Linda Nicklos, Collector of Taxes for the Town of New 

London 

 Sewer Betterment, Edmunds Road, Property Tax 2nd Levy by Linda Nicklos, Collector of Taxes for the Town 

of New London 

 Tax Abatement TM 073-083-000 located at Pleasant Street by Linda Nicklos, Collector of Taxes for the 

Town of New London 

 Tax Abatement TM 073-083-000 located at Pleasant Street by Linda Nicklos, Collector of Taxes for the 

Town of New London 

 Memorandum from Normand G. Bernaiche, Chief Assessor regarding time-line for a Veteran’s Credit 

application 

 

IT WAS MOVED (Nancy Rollins) AND SECONDED (Janet Kidder) to adjourn the meeting.  

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 6:40pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Kristy Heath, Recording Secretary 

Town of New London 


