
 
 
 

 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT MEMO 
 

 

TO: Planning Board     

 

FROM:  Richard E. Lee 

 

DATE:  February 12, 2016 

 

SUBJECT:   Fine & Performing Arts Center 

 

 

  

I would like to make the following comments on what I have seen on my first review of the proposed plans 

for the Fine & Performing Arts Center Colby College is proposing. 

 

On Page C 201 Grading Drainage & Utilities Site Plan 

I have some concern about putting all the extra drainage into the swale between the existing parking lot and 

the new building. This swale was designed when the parking lot was installed with steps at the bottom of the 

trench to have some of the water inflow into the ground and not just run off. What will be the consequences 

of just adding all the new water to a pipe will it be infiltrated or will it just overload the system as it is and 

run off through the drainage system and will the existing drainage area be able to take the added flow? 

 

Over the past few projects the college has done we have worked together to install areas to infiltrate as much 

of the runoff as possible. As an example the driveway to the existing residence they are going to remove has 

glass under it and pipes to monitor the water. Which will be removed as part of this project. This project will 

make a lot more impervious area and runoff then existing conditions. 

 

At the conceptual meeting we had I asked to see the complete line for wastewater for this project from the 

new building to where the College line meets the Town Main. I have some concern about the pipe size. I see 

that they plan on installing a 12’ section from the new building to the first manhole to replace the existing 4”. 

If memory serves me right this line will go to the pump station at the lodge. This statin was designed when 

the lodge was built and since then they have added the Windy Hill School and now this new building. I think 

that the whole system from start to finish should be looked at. 

 

Page C 203 Parking & Snow Storage Plan  

They are showing parking in a lot on the left side of Paterson Path. This parking lot was built out of a stock 

pile of material moved from other construction sites, as a temporary parking lot. It was built to take the place 

of the parking that was given up for construction of the last dorm and the Dining Hall renovations. This 

parking lot was never designed to be used as a permanent parking lot. 
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Page C 301 Erosion Control 

Who will have the final design and implementation of all the notes under Erosion Control General Notes? 

 

Construction Sequence 

Note #1 Add that no work is to commence until such plan is designed and approved by all the appropriate 

agencies. 

 

Page C 302 Sewer Notes 

Add the New London Wastewater Department requires all connections to be inspected before backfilling. 

This will mean all wastewater, and drain connections to insure no roof drains are connected to the 

wastewater system. Inspection requests will need to be made at least 24 hours in advance, unless it is an 

emergency.  

Page C 303 

I see a Shrub Planting List – Pond #1 but I did not see a corresponding plan showing the plantings. 

 

As I looked at the plans and got to the one that shows the Fence, Construction Entrance and Temp Toilet 

sites are a separate sheet. If I’m looking at them right then the Loam stockpile and construction parking area 

are where the drainage ditch and pond # 1 should be built. I believe this pond is a very important part of the 

drainage for this site, and as such I don’t think waiting until the loam is spread and the parking lot is 

removed is good. 

 

It appears that the intention is to use the driveway to the water tank off Main Street as a construction 

entrance. I would caution the neighbors may complain about that when they find out or the traffic starts. I 

think when the Science Center was built this entrance was only used a little due to the complaints.  

 

That is all that I have seen on the first look at the plans. 

 

If you need further information please feel fee to contact me.  

 

 

 

Sincerely; 

Richard 

 

    


