
Municipal Matters 

Nonresident Taxpayer Meeting:  Saturday, August  13th –7:30am 

Ausbon Sargent and Steve Mendelson are no longer with us, but from what is known about both men, they 
would likely be very happy with the newly renovated bandstand on The Sargent Common.  It was Ausbon 
Sargent who donated the Common to the town in 1985 and he was thrilled when the New London 
Bandstand Committee began thinking about putting a bandstand on the Common.  Steve Mendelson, along 
with his many friends on the New London Bandstand Committee and the music loving residents of the 
town, worked hard to make the dream of a bandstand on the Common a reality.  The bandstand was 
completed in 1989 with donated funds and was named in memory of Ausbon Sargent’s long-time friend, 
Mary Haddad.  Over the past 25 years, weather took its toll on the wooden structure, causing rot to 
jeopardize the integrity of the structure.  The New London Bandstand Committee, led by its Chair Nicole 
Densmore, agreed to commit up to $70,000 for the necessary renovations.  These funds are from an 
endowment left to the Bandstand Committee by Steve Mendelson who would no doubt be happy that his 
dream of a bandstand on the Sargent Common will continue well into the future.  
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The Mary B. Haddad 

Memorial Bandstand  

renovations are complete.  

An ADA accessible ramp will 

allow all to enjoy the 

beautiful structure  

 

There has been much discussion on what to do 
with the empty 1941 building, not used since the 
new middle school in Sutton opened in 2008.  

Those discussions will continue at the June 16th 
meeting of the School 
Board when the New 
London Board of 
Selectmen will ask that 
no action be taken by 
the School Board to 
demolish the  building 
until New London  
voters can consider the 
issue at the March  

                   

                            [please continue to page 2, 1941 building]  

Budget Committee  begins discussion 

of the fiscal year 2018 budget 

Budget Committee Chair Rob Prohl called a 
meeting of the Budget Committee on May 11th to 
hold preliminary discussions on the start of a new 
budget preparation season.  The FY2018 budget 
will be considered by voters at the annual Town 
Meeting; to be held on March 15, 2017.  

Preparation of the town’s budget is a huge 
undertaking as decisions for funding are made 
among many worthy and necessary projects .  The 
Budget Committee will be working with the 
Selectmen and Department Heads to consider 
some sizable projects including: the Pleasant Lake 
Dam, Whipple Memorial Town Hall and Harold W. 
Buker, Jr. Municipal Building repairs, completion 
of the sewer lagoon closure project, the second 

  

          [please continue to page 2, Budget] 

 

Fate of 1941 Building to be 

discussed by School Board at its 

meeting on June 16th at 6:30pm 



1941 Building from page 1..... 

2017 Town Meeting.  

The Selectmen asked former Selectmen Mark 

Kaplan and Doug Lyon to investigate whether the 

1941 building presented practical opportunities for 

the town to address immediate and future needs of 

the town.  Mark and Doug concluded that the town 

should work to gain control of the building and 

outlined a plan for a Wellness Center as a use that 

would work well in the space.  The estimate of the 

cost of renovations, including the removal of the 

gymnasium, is $2.54 million dollars.  

If the School Board agrees not to demolish the 

building,  the Selectmen will seek input from 

citizens, all town boards and committees,  

department heads, nonprofit groups and others to 

discuss how the 1941 building could be saved and 

repurposed for town use.  The question will then go 

to the voters in March 2017.   

The School Board issued a request for proposals 

(RFP) to demolish the building, however it is 

important to note that going into its meeting on 

June 16th, the School Board has not yet voted to 

demolish the building. Seeking RFP’s is a way to find 

out how much a project will cost for budgeting and 

planning purposes.  

Those interested in this topic are encouraged to 

attend the School Board meeting on June 16th at 

6:30pm at the SAU Offices on Cougar Court, or 

contact the Selectmen with your thoughts. The 

town website, www.nl-nh.com, includes more 

information on the 1941 building and upcoming 

meetings on the topic.  

Brookside Drive culvert , and paving gravel roads.                                                               
The exact cost of each of these projects is not yet 
known, but estimates are available for budgeting 
purposes and range from $150,000 (completion of 
sewer lagoon closure) to more than one half million 
dollars (paving gravel roads). 

In the case of the Pleasant Lake Dam,  an 
engineering study is currently underway to give the 
town an idea of what it will take to come into 
compliance with State of NH regulations related to 
high hazard dams (high hazard means a dam that 
has a high hazard potential because it is in a 
location and of a size that a failure would result in 
probable loss of life).  Dubois & King, Inc. has been 
selected to complete the study and the Selectmen 
expect to review the engineers report at its meeting 
on July 18th— interested citizens are encouraged to 
attend. New London resident Jud Donaghy, who 
works as a dam safety engineer, is volunteering his 
time and expertise to assist the Selectmen in this 
project.  

The sewer lagoon closure project has begun with 
the closure of one lagoon. Northern New England 
Field Services, LLC and Resource Management, Inc. 
have been hired to secure the required State 
permits and to close the lagoons.  One of the three 
open lagoons will be closed by the end of June, and 
the remaining lagoons will be closed in 2017, if the 
necessary funds are approved at Town Meeting.  

Your Budget Committee members are: Rob Prohl 

(Chair), Joe Cardillo (Vice Chair), Phyllis Piotrow, Sue 

Jesseman, Bruce Hudson, Chris Lorio, Colin 

Campbell, Tyler Beck, Lyndsay Lund  and Nancy 

Rollins (Selectmen’s Rep).   They encourage all 

citizens to participate in budget meetings. 

Budget from page 1….. 

Notice: The Sydney Crook Meeting Room at the Town Office will be unavailable for meetings at least 

through July. The room is being used to collect the hundreds of property plans that must be reviewed in 

connection with the town’s GIS mapping project.  Before heading out to a meeting,  please check the town 

website, or call the town office at 526-4821 ext 10, for the meeting location.  



Town Department Happenings 

Town Administrator:  Several projects are wrapping up: Academy building repairs,  bandstand repairs, 

Elkins sidewalk project, the first sewer lagoon closure and improvements to the Elkins Bathhouse. Upcoming 

projects include repair of the Whipple Hall cupola, replacement of one Brookside Drive culvert, installation of 

LED street lights and a review and update of the employee wage and compensation program based on the 

results of the recent survey done by Thornton & Associates.  

Tracy Memorial Library:  Summer Reading Program for children -- “On Your Mark, Get Set, READ!” -- starts 

Tuesday, June 21. Email Ms. Lorreen, Head of Youth Services, at lkeating@tracylibrary.org to be added to our 

email newsletter.  Summer Reading programs also offered for teens and adults. 

InstantFlix Streaming Video — available now to TML cardholders from our website: www.tracylibrary.org.   

Unlimited access to over 7,000 award-winning shorts, feature films and documentaries.   See films from 

major festivals all over the world!  

Freegal Music — coming July 1st.  10 Million+ songs, 28,000 labels, 220 different genres; including Classical, 

Pop, Rock, Children’s, Country.  TML cardholders can download 3 songs/week and stream 3 hours/day. 

New London Police Department:  The Police and Fire Departments joined New London Hospital and Colby-

Sawyer College to participate in an active shooter training exercise at the college on Saturday June 11th.  A 

portion of Main Street near the college was closed while police, fire and ambulances were dispatched to 

respond to the scene. These exercises offer invaluable training to all emergency responders.  

Town Clerk/Tax Collector:  Linda Nicklos has added Saturday hours—the last Saturday of each month, the 

office will be opened from 8AM-noon. Reminder: Property tax bills are due on July 1st.  

Planning & Zoning:  The Planning Board will begin discussions of potential zoning amendments to be 

considered by voters in March 2017 during a work session to be held on Tuesday, June 28th at 6:30 pm at 

the Tracy Library meeting room. Members of the public are encouraged to attend this work session, or to 

send comments to the board, to express ideas and concerns about provisions of the zoning ordinance that 

should be considered for review by the board.   Please send comments to Lucy St. John, Planning and Zoning 

Administrator,  e-mail: zoning@nl-nh.com.  All Planning Board meetings, including work sessions, are open to 

the public.   

Emergency Management:  The Selectmen have appointed New London resident Louis “Lou” Botta as 

Emergency Management Director. Lou has extensive experience in emergency planning and response; he 

recently retired from FEMA. Lou plans to have an informational table at 

Hospital Days, so look for him and pick up some helpful information on 

emergency preparedness.  

Recreation Department:  The van approved by voters in March has arrived—

the spacious 14-passenger van will allow the Recreation Department to offer 

many new exciting activities including a variety of trips for children, adults and 

senior groups. Ideas for trips are always welcome by calling Scott Blewitt, 

Recreation Director, at 526-6401. 



              Stay Informed! 

There are many ways to stay in-

formed on what is happening in 

New London: 

 Sign-up to have Selectmen’s 

meeting agendas and minutes 

e-mailed directly to you.          

E-mail your request to      

townadmin@nl-nh.com 

 Visit the town’s website at 

www.nl-nh.com. Meeting    

notices, meeting minutes and 

other information is posted 

here.  

 Sign up for Citizen News,    

Recreation News  and 

CodeRED emergency notifica-

tions from the town website: 

www.nl-nh.com  

                        Mark Your Calendar 

June 16th: 6:30pm:  School Board meeting to discuss the 1941 Building, at 

the SAU Offices on Cougar Court, New London. 

June 20th:  6:00pm: Selectmen’s Meeting to be held at Tracy Memorial 

Library.   

June 24th: 6:30pm: Summer Band Concerts on the Town Common begin 

with the Kearsarge Community Band performing.  

June 25th: 2nd Annual Strawberry Festival  on the Town Common 9:00am-

3:00pm. 

June 28th: 6:30pm at Tracy Memorial Library—Planning Board work 

session on zoning amendments.  

July 3rd: 6:30pm– Elkins Bandstand Concert—Tammy Jackson Band 

performing.  

July 4th: Town Offices are closed to celebrate the 4th of July.  

July 6th: 6:00pm—Selectmen’s meeting at Tracy Library. 

August 4—7: New London Hospital Days 2016  

August 13th: 7:30am:  Annual Nonresident Taxpayer Meeting at Whipple 

Memorial Town Hall.   

Municipal Matters is published 

by the staff of the Town of New 

London. Kimberly Hallquist, 

Town Administrator, 526-4821 

ext.13; townadmin@nl-nh.com  

The Elkins Sidewalk Project Completed! 

Two excavators (with skillful operators) were used to lift the new 

pedestrian bridge over the guardrails and under the power lines as 

part of the Elkins Sidewalk project.  The final walk-through of the 

project was held on June 9th as required by State DOT to ensure 

that the project was completed as required by state and federal 

regulations.  This project was funded with an 80% grant and 20% 

town funds.   No deficiencies were noted during the walk through.  

Many Elkins residents have commented on how nice the sidewalks 

look and how happy there are with the project.  L&M Construction 

did an excellent job with the project as designed and overseen by 

Pathways Consulting.  

Intertown Record Reporter 

Minette Sweeney was 

recognized by the Selectmen at 

their meeting on June 6th for 

her service to the town in 

covering Selectmen’s meetings.  

Minette will be moving and will 

no longer be able to attend and 

report on New London 

meetings.   

Thank you Minette! 


