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Brooks Weathers
2386 Route 4A
Springfield, NH 03284

Dear Mr. Weathers:

I have reviewed your request for a variance from the provisions of the basal area law, RSA 227-J:9, to create views
for the purpose of selling potential house lots on the Bucklin Timber Farm, LLC property in New London by
removing the trees and vegetation along approximately 2,900 feet of Morgan Hill Road.

The “conditions required to exceed the 50 percent basal area” does allow for the issuance of a variance if “cutting is
for the purpose of a scenic vista or view, providing the area remains in natural vegetation and the purpose is to
provide a public benefit.” The definition of scenic vista is “a point or area which affords a panoramic, unique, or
highly pleasant view towards a feature or features in the distance.”

Based upon the information provided in your request dated July 22, 2015, and our site visit today your request does
not meet these conditions as the purpose of the scenic vista you propose is to provide a view for future house lots
and not for the public as described above. In addition the construction of houses will constitute a land conversion
and the area will no longer remain in natural vegetation as required.

However, as we discussed, I am willing to issue you a variance based on your forest health concerns and
willingness to implement the silvicultural strategy of a low density shelterwood harvest. Your request to remove all
the infected beech, declining birch and understory trees is granted provided you retain all white pine and healthy
hardwood trees in the overstory.

Additional permits may be required by other State or local agencies. In addition, RSA 227-J:10 requires that the
slash from any harvesting or cutting activity cannot remain:

i.  Inany stream, river, or brook which normally flows throughout the year or in any other standing body of
water, public highway, or active railroad bed.
ii.  On the property of another, or in a cemetery.

iii. Within 25 feet of land of another, or fourth order stream.

iv.  Within 50 feet of any great pond, any standing body of water 10 acres or more in area, public highway, or
active railroad bed.

V. Within 100 feet of any occupied structure as defined in RSA 635:1, 111, including all barns, sheds, and other
storage buildings, except a temporary lumber camp.

vi.  Disposal of slash and mill residue shall be in such manner that it is disposed of within the area between 50
feet and 150 feet of any great pond, standing body of water 10 acres or more in area, or public highway so
it lies on the ground and no part of the slash or residue extends more than 4 feet above the ground.

vii.  If more than one of the limitations in paragraphs I- VI on the disposal of slash and mill residue shall be
applicable, the most restrictive shall control.

TDD ACCESS: RELAY NH 1-800-735-2964 (g?g) recycled paper
DIVISION OF FORESTS AND LANDS 603-271-2214



If you have any additional questions, you can contact me or our local forest ranger through our Concord office at
271-2214.

Sincerely,

William T. Guinn, Regional Forester
Forest Management Bureau

Enclosure

cc: New London Board of Selectmen and Conservation Commaission
Doug Miner, Forest Ranger






