REMINDER: TOWN OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THANKSGIVING & DAY AFTER

Municipal Matters

New London, New Hampshire

PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS
HAMPERED BY EXCESSIVE RAIN

The Public Works Department has been stymied in
getting some projects done this fall, most notably the
Pleasant Lake Dam repairs and paving of two gravel
roads. The Pleasant Lake Dam (pictured below) was
opened on September 13th to allow the lake to
drawdown so that repairs could be made. It generally
takes two weeks to lower to a level where workers can
make repairs. The picture below was taken on November
7th, clearly showing that the lake is still draining. In order
to make repairs the flow of water at the outlet should be
more of a trickle, not the rushing volume of water
pictured. The last drawdown was in 2013—that year the
repairs were completed and the gate shut on October
11—we are nearly a month past that now, and we
continue to wait until the
lake is completely drawn
down. We are hopeful
that we will be able to get
the work done this year
so that another
drawdown is not
necessary next year. i -
Fingers crossed! : A
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Paving activities are also
impacted by rain. While
some of the town’s
paving has been
completed, the gravel
roads scheduled for
paving: Wilder Lane and Wellswood Road are yet to be
completed. If work is not completed by the time the
asphalt plants close for the season, the roads will be on
the list to be completed in the Spring.

Public Works staff appreciate the patience and
understanding of those impacted by these delays.
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Rushing water at
Great Brook. Photo
by Bob Brown and

Ace.

November 2018

2018 Tax Rate Set—Down 30¢

The 2018 Tax Rate, which includes Municipal, County,
State School and Local School rates combined for a rate
of $15.71, 30¢ lower than the 2017 rate of $16.01.
Properties in the New London—Springfield Water
Precinct will see a rate of $1.11, unchanged from 2017.
On a home valued at $300,000, the tax rate reduction
means $90.00 less over the previous year’s tax bill. The
3rd and 4th quarter property tax bills will be in the mail
soon and will reflect the new tax rate. As a reminder,
the next property tax due date is January 2, 2019 (this is
the 3rd quarterly payment).

Preparation of the fiscal year 2020 budget continues on
November 19th at 6:30PM when the Selectmen and
Budget Committee will meet jointly to hear from the
Library, New London Hospital Ambulance Service, Town
Clerk, Tax Collector, Finance, Planning & Zoning, and
others. Once the budget is completed by the Budget
Committee, a public hearing will be held; it's tentatively
scheduled for Feb. 6, 2019. The last step in the budget
process is action by the voters at Town Meeting on
Wednesday, March 13, 2019. Adoption of the budget by
voters in March will be reflected in the municipal portion
of the 2019 tax rate that will be announced this time
next year.

Voter participation is critical, please attend Town
Meeting on March 13th.

Doug Lyon, New London resident and Chairman of the
New London Hospital Board of Trustees, speaks at the
October 25th ceremony to bury a time capsule to
commemorate the hospital’s 100th anniversary. The
time capsule will be opened in 2068 as part of the
hospital’s 150th anniversary.




Fire Prevention Week

October 7 =13

“Look. Listen. Learn. Be aware.
Fire can happen anywhere.”

Conservation Commission teams up with
volunteers to tackle another trail project

The NLFD had several hundred students visit the Fire
Station in the month of October. It's great that the
Elementary School is so close, as students from
preschool to the 5th grader were able to walk to the
firehouse to learn about fire safety. They talked
about the importance of having multiple smoke detec-
tors, how to test them monthly, having two ways out,
stop drop and roll, having a meeting place outside,
and calling 911 if the ©police, fire, or
ambulance is needed. The older students witnessed
the extrication tools being used, the ladder in opera-
tion, and the 5th graders crawled through a smoke
filled room, and practiced getting out a window.

**Remember as we turned back our clocks, it a great
time to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.

Photo below: Firefighter Ralph Tingley dresses up in
his gear to show the Kindergarten class that firefighter
aren't scary...

The Dura Crockett bridge was becoming a safety concern
due to decay and deterioration, so the Conservation
Commission scheduled its replacement. Due to the
rough and steep terrain leading to the bridge, plans were
made for an aluminum truss bridge which would be
easier to transport to the site and would last far longer
than a wooden bridge. High Country Aluminum Products
helped design the bridge, did the fabrication, and deliv-
ered the parts to the trail head. A crew of volunteers
took the parts to the bridge site, removed the old bridge,
then installed the new one.

Our thanks go out to Bob Brown, Mark Vernon, Jeff
Troxell, Mike Tedeshi, Colby Reardon, Mike Kennedy and
Seamus Forest for all their hard work. A special thanks
goes to CC Trail Master Mark Vernon for organizing the
volunteers.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Veterans Day_\

In observance of Veterans’ Day

The Transfer Station &
Brush / Metal Disposal Center
Will be CLOSED on
Sunday, November 11
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The Town Offices & Public Works
Will be CLOSED on
Monday, November 12

PUBLIC NOTICE

For the
Awnual Emplogee
Potiday Party
the Town Offices & Public Works
Will be CLOSED

from 12:30 PM to 3 PM
On Friday, December 7th

We apologize for any inconvenience.

Municipal Matters is published by the staff of the Town

of New London. Kimberly Hallquist, Town Administrator,
603-526-1240. Email: townadmin@nl-nh.com

PUBLIC NOTICE

HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

In observance of Thanksgiving Day
The Town Offices & Public Works
Will be CLOSED on

Thursday & Friday
November 22 & 23

MARK YOUR 2018 CALENDAR

NOVEMBER

¢ Sun, Nov 11th — Veterans Day — Transfer Station &
Brush/Metal Ctr. CLOSED
e Mon, Nov 12th — Veterans Holiday — Town Offices
CLOSED

e Tues., Nov 13 @ 6:30 PM — Planning Board

e Wed., Nov 14 @ 6:30 PM — Zoning Board of Adjmt.
e Mon., Nov 19 @ 6:00 PM — Board of Selectmen

¢ Mon., Nov 19 @ 6:30 PM — Selectmen/Budget Com.
e Wed., Nov 21 @ 8:30 AM — Conservation Com.

e Thurs, Nov 22nd — Thanksgiving Day — Town
Offices CLOSED

e Fri, Nov 23rd — Thanksgiving Holiday — Town
Offices CLOSED

e Tues., Nov 27 @ 6:30 PM — Planning Board

Unless otherwise noted, meetings take place at
the Town Offices, 375 Main Street, 2nd floor,

Conference Rm.

For a complete calendar list of meetings go to
the town website: www.nl-nh.com



