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TITLE XII
PUBLIC SAFETY AND WELFARE

CHAPTER 159
PISTOLS AND REVOLVERS

State Jurisdiction

Section 159:26

159:26 Firearms, Ammunition, and Knives; Authority of the State. —

I. To the extent consistent with federal law, the state of New Hampshire shall have authority and
jurisdiction over the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, transportation, licensing, permitting,
taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearms components, ammunition, firearms
supplies, or knives in the state. Except as otherwise specifically provided by statute, no ordinance or
regulation of a political subdivision may regulate the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession,
transportation, licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearms
components, ammunition, or firearms supplies in the state. Nothing in this section shall be construed
as affecting a political subdivision's right to adopt zoning ordinances for the purpose of regulating
firearms or knives businesses in the same manner as other businesses or to take any action allowed
under RSA 207:59.

II. Upon the effective date of this section, all municipal ordinances and regulations not authorized
under paragraph I relative to the sale, purchase, ownership, use, possession, transportation,
licensing, permitting, taxation, or other matter pertaining to firearms, firearm components,
ammunition, firearms supplies, or knives shall be null and void.

Source. 2003, 283:2. 2011, 139:1, eff. Aug. 6, 2011.
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TITLE XVIII
FISH AND GAME

CHAPTER 207
GENERAL PROVISIONS AS TO FISH AND GAME

State Jurisdiction

Section 207:59

207:59 Exclusive Authority of the State. — The state of New Hampshire shall have exclusive
authority and jurisdiction over the management, preservation, protection, propagation and taking of
wildlife in the state. Except as otherwise specifically provided by statute, no ordinance or regulation
of a political subdivision may regulate the management, preservation, protection, propagation and
taking of wildlife. Nothing in this section shall be construed as affecting a political subdivision's
property rights concerning land owned and controlled by that entity.

Source. 1998, 95:1, eff. July 19, 1998.
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TITLE LXII
CRIMINAL CODE

CHAPTER 644
BREACHES OF THE PEACE AND RELATED OFFENSES

Section 644:13

644:13 Unauthorized Use of Firearms and Firecrackers. —

I. A person is guilty of a violation if, within the compact part of a town or city, such person fires
or discharges any cannon, gun, pistol, or other firearm, except by written permission of the chief of
police or governing body.

I1. For the purposes of this section, "compact part" means the territory within a town or city
comprised of the following;:

(a) Any nonresidential, commercial building, including, but not limited to, industrial,
educational, or medical buildings, plus a perimeter 300 feet wide around all such buildings without
permission of the owner.

(b) Any park, playground, or other outdoor public gathering place designated by the legislative
body of the city or town.

(c) Any contiguous area containing 6 or more buildings which are used as either part-time or
permanent dwellings and the spaces between them where each such building is within 300 feet of at
least one of the others, plus a perimeter 300 feet wide around all the buildings in such area.

[II. Paragraph I shall not apply to the firing or discharge of a cannon, gun, pistol, or other firearm
within the compact part of a town or city for the following events, provided that the person
responsible for organizing the event notifies the police department of the following events:

(a) The celebration of, or practice for the celebration of, military events, military funerals,
national holidays, or other military or veterans commemorations, conducted by United States armed
forces personnel; or

(b) Military re-enactors registered with the secretary of state's office; or

(¢) Funerals or commemorative events conducted by law enforcement agencies, fire
departments, emergency medical services, or other public safety agencies.

Source. 1971, 518:1. 1991, 164:1. 1996, 161:1, 2, eff. Aug. 2, 1996. 2014, 264:1, eff. July 28, 2014.
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