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Sign Provisions- Proposed Zoning Amendment Language
Per Sign Subcommittee as of Nov 17

DRAFT FOR PLANNING BOARD
Discussion on Dec 6, 2016
Draft- WHAT IT WOULD LOOK LIKE VERSION

Rationale: The Planning Board proposes to delete the entire section of the current provisions of
Article 11, General Provisions, # 10 Sign Regulation and the sign table titled: Quick Reference to
Sign Size and Number by Zone District located in the back of the Zoning Ordinance and replace
it with the new language, not include a sign table and to amend various other sections of the
Zoning Ordinance which pertain to signs (all are listed at the end of these pages). The purpose is
to clarify and make the ordinance more user friendly and include provisions for content neutral
signs per the US Supreme Court decision Reed vs. Town of Gilbert.

Purpose

Signs perform various functions including being essential for public safety and the general
welfare of residents and visitors to the Town, provide information on goods and services, and
orient and direct people and commerce in the Town. Signs also have the potential to have
detrimental impacts on the community. Therefore the purpose of these sign regulations is to:

1. Prevent hazards to vehicular and pedestrians traffic safety by controlling the number,
location and placement of signs;

2. To facilitate efficient and effective communication with the use of content neutral signage;

3. Tosupport economic development and community vitality by informing the community of
available goods, services and activities;

4. To facilitate community character and order by the visual affects signage has on the
community.

Definition of Sign

Sign Definition: Any combination of letters, numerals, lines, symbols, shapes or designs, in any
medium, on any surface, intended to convey the identity of, or information about, any person,
place, thing, product or service.

General Provisions:

a) A Sign Permit Application is required to alter, erect or relocate a Sign. Changing the
message on the sign does not require a sign permit application. The Board of
Selectmen/Town shall act to approve or deny a sign permit application within thirty (30)
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b)

f)

9)

h)
i)

business days of receiving the completed application. The Town may solicit input from
the Police Chief, Fire Chief, Director of Public Works or any other Town staff as deemed
necessary.

All Signs or lighting of Signs shall not be placed in such a position as to endanger traffic
on a Street or pedestrians on a sidewalk by interfering with motorist’s vision by
obscuring a clear view or by confusion with official Street signs or signals, and must be
placed a minimum of six (6) feet from the edge of the pavement or travel surface. All
signs shall be at an adequate height so as not to be interfering with pedestrian, vehicular
traffic, or snow removal.

Property/Sign owners shall maintain their Signs in good condition and repair at all times.
The owner shall remove any signs located on a site within ninety (90) calendar days of
when said Use has been discontinued.

One temporary on-site sign. All temporary signs shall be placed at least ten (10) feet from
the abutting property line. No temporary sign shall be larger than four (4) square feet.
Temporary signs shall not be illuminated. Temporary signs may include sandwich board
type signs. A temporary sign may be posted without a permit for a special sale or special
event, seven (7) calendar days before the event (the date of the event shall be noted on the
sign), and shall be removed immediately following the event. The use of any temporary
signs is intended to be displayed for a short-term and defined time period. If the Town
received written complaints regarding the prevalence of temporary signs on any site, the
Board of Selectmen may require any future temporary signs be presented for their approval.
One Tree-mounted Sign is permitted per site during the winter period (November 1-May
1).

The size of a Sign shall be computed based on overall dimensions, including moldings,
trim, decorations, etc., but excluding posts, brackets, or other installation devices.

The maximum height permitted for a free standing sign is twelve (12) feet.

Any sign to be located on Town property shall be approved by the Board of Selectmen.

Sign Permit Process

1.

This Sign Permit Application needs to be completed and submitted to the Board of
Selectmen’s Office for approval prior to altering, erecting or relocating a Sign. Changing
the message on the sign does not require a sign permit application.

Institutional Districts: Institutional District, Institutional/Recreational District and the
Hospital Institutional District: All Sign permit applications for these districts shall be
reviewed by the Planning Board without formal Site Plan Review; however notice will be
given to any abutter within 200 feet of where said sign will be placed, said notice shall be
given via certified mail ten (10) calendar days prior to when the sign application is listed
as a specific Planning Board agenda item. The Planning Board agenda serves as a notice
to the general public. Signs internal to the campus of these institutions which are not visible
to the abutters via walking or driving by the sign from a public roadway, not a roadway
internal to the said land shall not need Planning Board approval. Any sign application
presented to the Planning Board shall be reviewed based on the potential visual impact to
abutters, and the Planning Board shall determine if the number of signs, size, location and
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use is appropriate as presented.

Signs Lit Internally shall be reviewed and approved by the Planning Board. (This does
not apply to signs for emergency situations or emergency facility, or as permitted by the
State).

Signs Not Requiring A Permit

a)

b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
9)
h)
i)
)

A Residential Use located in any zoning district is permitted a maximum of four (4)
square feet of signage which may be one (for example 4 x 1) or two (for example 2 x 1
and 2 x1) signs.

Any permanent sign of a Residential property or Business identifying the name of the
owner, occupant, or Tree Farm with a maximum combined size of 4 square feet.

Flags for local, State or Federal entities. No size limitation.

Flags located on-site and include no logo or advertising material and are limited to a
maximum size of fifteen (15) square feet. The flag must be attached to the structure on the
site (with brackets or some other securing mechanism).

Interior Window Signs which do not have the name or logo of the business on the premise
and which are temporary signs advertising products or services.

Political Signs. All Political Sign must be removed ten (10) days after the election.

Signs regulating or defining access to private property which are under two (2) square foot
in size. This includes, for example, Signs such as those indicating whether or not someone
could trespass, hunt, hike or snowmaobile on private property.

Signs warning of hazards or other emergency operations signs.

Off-site and directional Signs, not on the premises are permitted for one (1) day only, the
day of the event.

Traffic and pedestrian control and safety Signs. No logo material or advertising of the
business or occupant on the premises, the Signs must be on-site and the Signs would be
limited to a maximum of 3 square feet in size.

Prohibited Signs

a)
b)

c)

d)
e)
f)

Banner across any travel way.

Neon or tubular glass for outside display and flashing electric Signs.

Roof sign, signs extending above the deck line of a mansard roof or above the eave of a
hip, gable, gambrel or other pitched roof Building.

Signs on a trailer located for the purpose to advertise the business on site.

Signs that move.

Signs attached to any type of utility pole.

Signs and Number of Permanent Signs By Zone District

a) Signs naming residential developments/neighborhoods: One on-site Sign, with the size

regulated by the underlying Zone District, which must be located on the common land or
on private property and not in the road Right-of-Way.
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b) In the Commercial District individual commercial businesses occupying a single premise
shall be permitted two advertising Signs and no more than one of the two permitted Signs
shall be a free standing Sign. The maximum size of any one Sign shall be 15 square feet.
Any one business is permitted two Signs. Any sign to be lit internally shall be subject to
review and approval by the Planning Board.

c) In the Commercial District when two or more commercial businesses occupy a single
premise, each Commercial Use is permitted a total of two Signs. No more than one free
standing Sign encompassing all of the commercial businesses on the single premise shall
be permitted, no larger than 25 square feet in size. If a business shares a free standing
Sign, then it is permitted one additional Building mounted Sign with a maximum size of
15 square feet. If the business does not use a free standing Sign, then it is permitted two
Building mounted Signs with a maximum size of 15 square feet each. Any sign to be lit
internally shall be subject to review and approval by the Planning Board.

Other sections of the Zoning Ordinance which pertain to signs which will be amended, see
below, the sections which are eressed-out-witl-be-deleted:

>

VVVVVY VWV 'V

Article 1l, General Provisions, # 14 Temporary Ancillary Sales, pages 12-14, specifically 14,
¢ (3),d(6), e (6), f(4);

Acrticle Il, General Provisions # 15 Home Occupation/Home Business, pages 14-17, delete
1(b) and f (4)

Acrticle 11, Definitions # 48 Essential Services, #132 Riders (delete), # 141 Sign, # 151
Structure

Article V, Residential District, A (7), page 37 delete (A)7

Article X111, Wetlands Conservation Overlay District, (F, 2) page 51 remain

Article XXI, Board of Adjustment, (2, h), page 86 remain

Article XXIII, Telecommunication Facilities Ordinance, #6 page 102 remain

Article XXV, Small Wind Energy Systems, (e), page 108 remain

Article XXVII, Enforcement (3, a) page 117 remain

Temporary Ancillary Sales

a. Temporary Yard Sales: The conduct of a temporary yard sale or garage sale offering private
goods for the sale for purchase by the general public shall be permitted within the R-1
Residential District, the R-2 Residential District, the Agricultural and Rural Residential
District, and the Conservation District or on property within the Commercial or
Institutional Districts used primarily for residential purposes, provided all of the following
conditions are met:

1. Such sale is conducted for one period not to exceed two consecutive days in any
one calendar year (Jan-Dec) by the property owner or occupant.
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d.

Multi-Family yard sales at the residence of one of the participants are permitted,
however, the individual(s) involved must be residents of the Town of New London;
and, all goods sold at the yard sale must be the property of said resident(s). Goods
that are the property of a business or produced for commercial sale are disallowed.

Temporary Tent/Sidewalk Sales: Temporary tent/sidewalk sales conducted by established
businesses in the Town of New London shall be allowed within the Commercial District
without the benefit of Site Plan Review by the Planning Board, subject to the following
conditions:

1.

Such sales shall be limited to the sale of the individual business’s normal
inventory, and shall not include sales items belonging to another business or
individual.

Such sales shall be limited to 6 such occasions in any one calendar year (Jan-Dec)
not to exceed 4 consecutive complete working days including the setup and
takedown.

Applicants for temporary tent/sidewalk sales shall obtain a permit in compliance
with paragraph f.

Exterior displays consisting of owner’s merchandise are allowed so long as the
display does not inhibit access to sidewalks or infringe on parking.

Temporary Fund Raising Events for Non-Profit Organizations: The conduct of such events
involving either sale of goods or sale of services shall be allowed in all Zone Districts
subject to the following conditions:

1.

Each organization shall be required to obtain written permission/consent/approval
from the individual property owner for Use of the property where the event is to
be held.

Applicants for temporary fund raising events shall obtain a permit in compliance
with paragraph f.

Temporary Auctions:

1.

Temporary auctions are limited to the Residential or Institutional Districts and are
held for the benefit of the individual homeowner and/or residents of New London
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and are limited to the possessions of the owner, occupant or residents of New
London.

Temporary auctions in the Commercial District are limited to liquidation of the
business’s existing inventory.

Temporary auctions are limited to one period not to exceed two consecutive days
in any one calendar year (Jan-Dec) including setup and takedown.

Applicants for temporary auctions shall obtain a permit in compliance with
paragraph f.

Adequate parking shall be provided so as not to interfere with normal traffic flow.

Temporary Events: Events such as grand openings, dedications, graduations and other
similar activities shall be allowed in all Zones Districts subject to the conditions outlined
below. Gatherings, parties and weddings at private residences are specifically excluded
from this regulation and are permitted activities.

1.

2.

Events shall be permitted to run on consecutive days up to a maximum of 3 days.

Event parking shall be managed to preclude blocking emergency vehicle access on
neighboring streets and driveways. The need for an event parking person will be
determined by the Police Chief during the permit process and the applicant shall
be responsible for all costs incurred. Adequate parking shall be provided so as not
to interfere with normal traffic flow.

The event shall comply with the nuisance provision in the New London Zoning
Ordinance.

The event organizer shall be required to obtain  written
permission/consent/approval from the individual property owner for the use of the
property where the event is to be held.

Applicants for events shall obtain a permit in compliance with paragraph f.

Permits

1.

Permits must be obtained from the Selectmen or their designated representative
where application forms are available.
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2. Approval must be obtained from the Police Chief regarding traffic flow and
parking. Should the use of a police officer be required, the applicant shall be
responsible for all costs incurred.

3. Approval must be obtained from the Fire Chief for gatherings of 50 or more people
in a structure or in an enclosed tent for which there is no current permit of
assembly. Should the use of a firefighter be required as a fire watch, the applicant
shall be responsible for all costs incurred.

5. It is the responsibility of the business or organization to provide liability insurance.

15. Home Occupations/ Home Businesses
a. Intent and Purpose: It is the intent and purpose of these regulations to provide for
opportunities for certain types of limited, Home Occupation or Home Business Uses within
residential zone districts while providing safeguards for the residential Uses which are the
principal Uses within the districts.
b. A Home Occupation that continuously meets the criteria listed below is a Use permitted by

right and is not subject to the Site Plan Review process by the Planning Board. If a Home
Occupation changes to a Home Business, then the Planning Board must determine, through
the Site Plan Review process, that any proposed Home Business complies with the criteria
outlined in section 2 below.

1.

Home Occupation: An Accessory Use of a Dwelling Unit for a business Use which
results in a product or service. It is an occupation which is carried on by a resident
or residents who shall have their domicile in the Dwelling Unit and which is clearly
subordinate to the residential Use of the Dwelling Unit. To qualify to be defined
as a Home Occupation, an accessory business in the home must meet the following
requirements, on an ongoing basis:

a. Non-resident employees, including sub-contractors, are not permitted in
association with a Home Occupation.

C. No customer, client or employee traffic.
d. No additional off-street parking provided.
e. No more than two Company Vehicles may be parked outside at the site of

a Home Occupation.
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A Home Occupation shall be conducted within the Dwelling Unit or in an
enclosed accessory Structure.

The area within the Structure(s) used by the Home Occupation shall not
exceed 25% of the total finished floor area of the Dwelling Unit or a
maximum of 750 square feet, whichever is less.

A Home Occupation shall not be permitted out-of-doors on the property.
There shall be no outside operations, storage, or display of materials or
products on an on-going basis.

A Home Occupation shall not involve the use and storage of Heavy
Vehicles or Equipment used in the business such as back-hoes, graders,
dump trucks, etc.

The operation of any wholesale or retail business is prohibited unless it is
conducted entirely by mail or by other method of communication and does
not involve the shipment or delivery of merchandise from the premises.

A Home Occupation shall conform to the nuisance provisions outlined in
the first paragraph of Article Il - General Provisions.

No activity shall be allowed which would interfere with radio or television
reception in the area.

A Home Occupation shall be compatible with residential Uses.

A Home Occupation shall not detract from the residential character of the
neighborhood.

Home Business: An Accessory Use of a Dwelling Unit for a business Use which
results in a product or service. It is a business which is carried on by a resident or
residents who shall have their domicile in the Dwelling Unit and which is clearly
subordinate to the residential Use of the Dwelling Unit. The Planning Board must
determine, through the Site Plan Review process, whether any proposed Home
Business complies with the criteria outlined below. To qualify to be defined as a
Home Business, an accessory business in the home must meet the following
requirements, on an ongoing basis:

a.

No more than two non-resident employees or subcontractors who use the
site of the Home Business as their base of operations are permitted in
association with the business. Non-resident employees or subcontractors
who do not come and go from the site are permitted.

' |eﬁnu Roe ty_ple al & size-of Sl'g'.'s ad"e't.'sﬁ.”'g.t eby SIH es’s shall-be “.

A Home Business shall not generate customer or client traffic which is
excessive for the road(s) providing access, and, as a guideline, the Home
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Business will generate no more than an average of 10
customer/client/delivery/service visits per day.

Adequate off-street parking shall be provided for a Home Business as
determined by the Planning Board. As a guideline, a permissible Home
Business should need no more than 3 parking spaces in excess of parking
for the residential Use.

No more than three Company Vehicles may be parked outside at the site
of the Home Business.

A Home Business shall be conducted within the Dwelling Unit or in an
enclosed, accessory Structure.

The area within the Structure(s) used by a Home Business shall not exceed
35% of the total finished floor area of the Dwelling Unit or a maximum of
1,000 square feet, whichever is less. A Home Business Use, including
either a new Home Business proposal or expansion of an existing Home
Business, which does not comply with the area limitation of 35% of the
total finished floor area of the Dwelling Unit or a maximum of 1,000
square feet, whichever is less, may apply to the Zoning Board of
Adjustment for approval of a Use by Special Exception to permit a Home
Business to occupy a maximum of 1,250 square feet or 35% of the total
finished floor area of the Dwelling Unit whichever is less.

A Home Business shall not be permitted out-of-doors on the property.
There shall be no outside operations, storage, or display of materials or
products.

A Home Business shall not involve the use and storage of Heavy Vehicles
or Equipment, as defined in Acrticle I11.

A Home Business shall conform to the nuisance provisions outlined in the
first paragraph of Article Il.

No activity shall be allowed which would interfere with radio or television
reception in the area.

If a Home Business is the type in which classes are held or instruction is
given, there shall be no more than 4 students or pupils at any one time.

A Home Business shall be compatible with residential Uses.

A Home Business shall not detract from the residential character of the
neighborhood.

If there is a change of ownership of the property where a Home Business
has been approved by the Planning Board and the new property owner
proposes to continue the same Home Business, then the new property
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owner must conduct the Home Business in the same manner and under the
same conditions as originally approved by the Planning Board or must
reapply to the Planning Board for a new Site Plan Review approval.

p. If a Final Site Plan Review application for a Home Business is approved
by the Planning Board, then the Home Business approval is limited to the
application as submitted and approved. If the terms of the approval are
exceeded, then the applicant must return to the Planning Board for
approval of an amended Final Site Plan Review.

Article 111, Definitions # 48 Essential Services, #132 Riders (delete), # 141 Sign, # 151 Structure

ARTICLE V
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS

A Building may be erected, Altered or Used, and a Lot may be Used or occupied, only for the following
purposes and in accordance with the following provisions:

A. Uses Permitted

1.

2.

10.

Single-Family or Two-Family Dwelling, except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance.
Municipal Buildings and Public Schools.

Home Occupations/Home Businesses in conformance with the provisions of Article II,
Section 15-Home Occupations/Home Businesses. A Home Occupation is a Use permitted
by right and not subject to the Site Plan Review process. A Home Business shall receive
approval of a Site Plan Review from the Planning Board prior to being established.

Home food and home garden produce may be exposed for sale in this district.

Farm and garden activities are permitted, but any Use injurious, obnoxious, or offensive to
the neighborhood is prohibited.

Forestry in accordance with Best Management Practices (BMPs) for Forestry.

Accessory Building with or without the main Building on the Lot.
Accessory Uses.

Essential Services.



