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Via email
December 8, 2016

Paul Gorman, Chair

New London Planning Board
375 Main Street

New London, NH 03257

Re:  Renewal of Request to Planning Board for Release of Written Town
Counsel Advice and Other Written Materials

Dear Paul:

I was pleased with the Planning Board’s decisions at its meeting of December
6 relating to the proposals regarding the proposed amendments to the New London
Zoning Ordinance relating to Accessory Dwelling Units. You, Bill Helm and others
have been clear that there is a pressing need to focus on broad planning issues facing
New London. Because the issues relating to detached ADUs are also the issues central
to this broader discussion, it makes good sense not to adopt a provision allowing for
detached ADUs in haste.

I was disappointed with the Planning Board’s handling of my request for the
release of information requested in my letter to you of November 30. Specifically, the
Planning Board, without explanation, chose to skip over the agenda item relating to
my request. Of course, this likely was inadvertent. However, when I brought the
oversight to the attention of the Planning Board, the response was that the Planning
Board was not prepared to address the matter.

I submitted my written request within hours after the meeting of the ADU
subcommittee (November 30) at which the Chair of the subcommittee stated that the
subcommittee could not authorize the release of Town Counsel’s written advice, and
that only the Planning Board could do that. The letter was in the collection of meeting
materials. [ was not trying to catch you off guard.

I hereby renew my request for release of the written materials as described in
my letter of November 30, 2016. The information I am seeking remains relevant to
the Planning Board’s emerging proposal on ADUs, and also relates to some of the
broader issues (e.g., workforce housing, and what it may be about our current
ordinance that is out of step with state law) that I hope we can be examining in the not
distant future.
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I know from watching Karen during her 19 years on the Planning Board that the
work is hard and at times contentious. Thank you for your service.
Sincerely,

/s/ Steven C. Root
Steven C. Root

ce: Jeremy Bonin, Chair, ADU Subcommittee
Lucy St. John, Planning & Zoning Administrator



