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Town of New London

PLANNING }30ARD 375 Main Street
New London, NH 03257

Guidelines for tree cutting in the Shore Land Overlay District Waterfront Buffer

The New London Planning Board offers the following procedural guidelines for shorefront
residents seeking approval to cut trees within the 50" Waterfront Buffer.

A waterfront plan and inventory, along with a cutting and planting plan, must be prepared for,
submitted to, and approved by the New London Planning Board before cutting or felling any
tree within the Waterfront Buffer, including dead trees.

The New London Zoning Ordinance (Article XVIG. 2. ¢ (3)). states:

“If the total tree and sapling score in any 50 by 50 foot segment exceeds 50 points, then the Planning Board
may authorize the removal of trees, saplings and shrubs as long as the score for the remaining trees, saplings
and shrubs in that segment does not total less than 50 points....”

To facilitate the implementation of this ordinance please observe the following steps:

1. A tree-cutting request shall include a plot plan of the site showing all existing trees and
saplings in each 50" by 50" segment within 50" of the reference line, clearly indicating the
points for each tree or sapling and the total points for the segment, which trees the property
owner intends to remove and their points and the resulting points for each segment if the
trees were removed (see over for a detailed explanation and sample plot). This plan shall
also indicate the type, points, and location of replacement plantings if needed. New
plantings shall be native species, such as white pine, hemlock, high- bush blueberries, etc.

2. A representative of the Town must visit the site to verify plan conditions (contact Peter
Stanley, Zoning Administrator at 526-4821 x16, zoning@nl-nh.com to arrange a site
inspection). Based on this visit, the Town representative makes a recommendation to the
Planning Board on the proposed tree-cutting plan. This step is very important because the
Planning Board is inclined to follow the recommendations of the Town representative.

3. No cutting shall occur until after the Planning Board has approved the plan and the
property owner has been notified of the approval and conditions thereof, if any.

Prop. Owner: '!!S(HQEL ( LQV&M Date: {[%71 f@
Mailing Address: ) ALPHPK -_EGR'D CHE LW ST RD MA— 61924

Phone: Cell: 978- 3&0 -548e Email: Mike Cf&.\lth@ MTCMI-(.‘\AW\Q&.\ ,CoM

Contractor:_OvDh HMpsriRe DesiuNPhone: 60™>-526- 6745 Cell:
Map/Lot: 126 T - Street Address. B| LibrtTHR 3¢ e Road

Visited By: Date of Site Visit:

Planning Board Review Date: Approved: Denied:

(603) 526-4821 (telephone)
(603) 526-9494 (fax)
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January 19, 2016

www.cai-tech.com
Data shown on this map is provided for planning and informational purposes only. The municipality and CAl Technologies are
not responsible for any use for other purposes or misuse or misrepresentation of this map.
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TOWN OF
NEW LONDON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

375 MAIN STREET * NEW LONDON, NH 03257 « WWW.NL-NH.COM

DRAFT MEETING NOTES

NEW LONDON PLANNING BOARD
Site Walk Meeting Notes
Conducted on
Tuesday, March 31, 2015
6: 00 p.m.
Tree Cutting Applications for
Bateman Property at 81 Lighthouse View Road, Tax Map 126-009-000 and
Ryan Property at 143 Lighthouse View Road, Tax Map 115-001-000

The Planning Board conducted a scheduled a site walk for two properties on Lighthouse View Road to
review the details for the tree cutting applications.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Bill Helm (Chair), Paul Gorman (Vice-Chair), Emma Crane, Bill Deitrich,
Marianne McEnrue (Alternate) and Tim Paradise (Alt).

MEMBERS ABSENT: Peter Bianchi (Board of Selectmen’s Representative), Michele Holton, Jeremy
Bonin and Liz Meller (Alt).

STAFF: Lucy St. John (Planning and Zoning Administrator).

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Bruce Dorey for the Ryan property and Mary Doyle (resident on
Lighthouse View Road).

Weather Conditions: Partly sunny, low 30’s with snow covered ground.

Bateman Property- 81 Lighthouse View Road. Reviewed the two sketches in the file, one from 2011 and
the current application. Found a granite boundary marker along a side property line and questioned if
some the points shown on the sketches, were correctly identified. The trees had lots of woodpecker holes,
and some of the taller branches were questionable, but did not appear to be totally dead.

Ryan Property- 146 Lighthouse View Road. Reviewed the sketch provided and questioned the need to
remove the two trees, neither appeared dead or diseased, and the 50 feet segment does not have the
required points. Asked what the NHDES process was if a segment did not have the required points. Staff
noted that the NHDES point system is different from Town 50 point system. Also questioned what type
of vegetation could be planted, and where, as there is already ground cover and low-lying vegetation
closer to the shore. Noted that the application materials states the request to remove the trees is concern
for the safety of the house and one of trees leans toward the house. Observed there are other trees in close
proximity to the house, and of similar condition and placement.

The site visit concluded at 7:00 pm.

Meeting Minutes Prepared By:

Lucy A. St. John, AICP
Planning and Zoning Administrator

Page 1 of 1



TOWN OF
NEW LONDON, NEwW HAMPSHIRE

375 MAIN STREET « NEW LONDON, NH (03257 « WwWW.NL-NH.COM

PLANNING BOARD
REGULAR MEETING
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, April 7, 2015
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: William Helm (Chair); Paul Gorman (Vice Chair); Peter Bianchi (Board of
Selectmen’s Representative); Jeremy Bonin; Emma Crane; William Dietrich; Elizabeth Meller
(Alternate); Tim Paradis (Alternate)

MEMBERS ABSENT: Michele Holton (Secretary); Marianne McEnrue (Alternate)

STAFF: Lucy St. John (Planning and Zoning Administrator), Chris Work (Recording Secretary)

Call to Order: Chair Helm called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Public Hearing(s)

Minutes of March 24" and March 31* Tree Cutting Site Visits

The March 24" meeting minutes and March 31* tree-cutting site minutes were briefly reviewed. Chair
Helm asked board members if they had any comments regarding the two site visits recently conducted for
the tree cutting applications. There were none.

MOTION WAS MADE (Paul Gorman) and SECONDED (Liz Meller) to approve the March
24" meeting minutes as written and the March 315 minutes of the site walks. Emma Crane
requested that the March 31% Site Walk minutes be corrected to reflect that Robert Crane was also
present at these site visits. MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Public Comment

There was no public comment on any items not listed on the agenda.

Tree Cutting Applications (Shoreland Overlay District)

Bateman property located at 81 Lighthouse View Road, Tax Map 126-009-000.

The discussion was continued from the March 24™ meeting as the Planning Board conducted a site walk
on March 31%, Chair Helm asked for comments. Emma Crane commented that she was somewhat
confused about where one of the boundary lines was located. Chair Helm replied that board members
were using a hand-drawn map and noted it was important to have the correct boundary lines in order to
determine an accurate point count. Chair Helm referred to the plan submitted by Dave Carey, which
differs from the point count of the previous tree cutting information in the file.

Mr. Bo Quackenbos, representing the owner, pointed out that clearly the trees are still alive, but there has
been a lot of infestation in those trees. There is a severe drop-off to the water and one never knows when
a tree’s time is up. They are out there exposed to the wind, there is infestation that has weakened the
trees, and they could fall down on the house at any time.



New London Planning Board
Draft Meeting Minutes April 7, 2015
Page 2 of 8

Chair Helm asked, if those trees are taken down, how many need to be replaced because of the property
line? How do we replace the points? Mr. Quackenbos thought Mr. Bateman would be willing to do
something. He emphasized the owner’s real concern here is that these trees constitute a safety issue.
Chair Helm maintained that if those two trees are removed, that accounts for 40 points. Paul Gorman
then asked if the board has sufficient information to make a decision on this matter tonight. He feels the
board should be provided with a more accurate plan which includes remediation, and Liz Meller and
Emma Crane agreed. Mr. Quackenbos replied that he was sure the owner would be happy to provide this
information to the board.

Peter Bianchi commented that what bothered him was that the trees are not really dead yet. It’s a slippery
slope to try to determine how long these trees will be there and he was not sure the board should be
making decisions about how dead a tree is. Emma Crane agreed that the trees were not yet dead, but were
clearly diseased. An observation was made that the trees currently do not impact the view from the
house, so that is not the owner’s motivation for removing them. Jeremy Bonin asked if the board puts in
a time stipulation when they are asking for trees to be replanted, and Chair Helm said yes, the time
stipulation is uwsually part of the motion.

Lucy St. John read from page 67 (G.2, c. 2} of the Town of New London Zoning ordinance, which says
that:

“Dead, diseased, or unsafe trees or saplings (as determined by the Planning Board) shall not be
included in scoring.”

Chair Helm said it appeared there was consensus among the board to continue this hearing until the next
meeting on April 21. In the meantime, the owner can provide board members with a better understanding
of what is going on in this segment and what the remediation plan is. Mr, Quackenbos asked for
clarification that the board was just concerned with that particular segment, which was answered in the
affirmative.

Ryan propertv located at 143 Lighthouse View Road. Tax Map 115-001-000.

The discussion was continued from the March 24th meeting as the Planning Board conducted a site walk
on March 31st. Chair Helm asked for comments.

A map of the property was displayed and Chair Helm asked board members if they had any comments.
Emma Crane observed that the two trees proposed to be cut appeared quite healthy, and they were pine
trees, not hemlock. She acknowledged that both are leaning toward the house, however. Paul Gorman
commented that he did not know enough to judge the health of the trees. Chair Helm noted that the issue
here is the safety of said trees.

David Ryan, the owner of the property, was present and clarified that the tree located on the southern side
of the house has been losing branches, which have smashed into the house. The branches at the top are
dead. The tree on the northern side of the property is leaning directly over the house and if it falls, it will
hit the house. Mr. Ryan’s insurance company is concerned about the damage both trees could cause. He
emphasized that there are a number of large trees on his property, but these two trees in particular have
oversized branches which hang over his home. Mr. Ryan said he has two small children and when
windstorms occur, he and his wife do not let the kids sleep in their bedrooms because they fear branches
might come down on the roof and injure them.



TOWN OF
NEW LONDON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

375 MAIN STREET « NEW LONDON, NH 03257 « WwWW.NL-NH.COM

PLANNING BOARD
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, April 21, 2015
7:00 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT: William Helm (Chair); Paul Gorman (Vice Chair); Michele Holton
(Secretary); Peter Bianchi (Board of Selectman’s Representative); Jeremy Bonin; Emma Crane;
Marianne McEnrue (Alternate) and Tim Paradis (Alternate)

MEMBERS ABSENT: William Dietrich; Elizabeth Meller (alternate)
STAFF: Lucy St. John (Planning and Zoning Administrator), Chris Work (Recording Secretary)

Chair Helm called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM. Since Bill Dietrich is absent tonight, Chair
Helm asked Marianne McEnrue to sit in for him.

Review of Minutes
IT WAS MOVED (Michele Holton) AND SECONDED (Paul Gorman) to approve the
minutes of April 7, 2015 with the following corrections: (1) On page 3, the vote
concerning the tree-cutting on the Ryan property was not unanimous — Emma Crane
voted against it; and (2) on page 6 the sentence, “Mr. Bonin also mentioned a
handicapped area would be required.” Be amended to read, “Mr. Bonin also mentioned
that parking space and aisle would be required for handicapped access.” THE
MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Public Commment

There was no public comment.

Tree Cutting Application
» Bateman Tree Cutting Application. Property located at 81 Lighthouse View Road.
Tax Map 1126-009-000. Application received March 16, 2015. Proposal to remove
two trees. No one was present to represent the Batemans this evening, and the
discussion is continued to the May 5, 2015 Planning Board meeting.

Site Plan Application and Public Hearing

» Spring Ledge Farm, Calerin LLC. Located at 37 Main Street. Tax Map 073-053-000.
Owner Greg Berger. Zoned R1 and R2. Owner proposes to add additional parking.
Public Hearing continued from April 7% meeting. See amended Site Plan.
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New London Planning Board
Regular Meeting & Public Hearings
Draft Minutes of May 5, 2015

Page 3 of 12

Ms. Andrews said she understood that this is a complicated issue. However, she does feel the
new language is not as clear as she personally thinks it should be. There are too many gray
areas, which Sue surmises will open the town up to problems about what is allowed and what is
not. She also thinks there is a general sentiment around town that the Selectmen and/or Planning
Board are not really interested in enforcing the current sign ordinance. Peter Bianchi noted that
sign enforcement does occur, but it’s not something the public knows about all the time because
the Selectmen try to address the problems they’ve heard about and respond accordingly. He
added that one of the reasons for revising the present sign ordinance was to minimize
ambiguities.

There were no further comments from the audience. Chair Helm thanked Ms. Andrews for
offering constructive criticism.

Tree Cutting Applications (Shoreland Overlay District)

» Bateman property located at 81 Lighthouse View Road, Tax Map 126-009-000. Application
received March 16, 2015. Proposal to remove two (2) trees. Continued from the April 7 &
21 meetings. Lucy St. John indicated she had received an e-mail from Mr. Bateman asking
to postpone this meeting so that he and his brother could have an opportunity to discuss how
to proceed. There was some speculation as to whether the property had been sold. Ms. St.
John will verify that the Batemans still own the property. Ms. St. John read portions of the e-
mail sent to her by Mr. Bateman.

MOTION WAS MADE (Liz Meller) AND SECONDED (Paul Gorman) to continue
the Bateman tree-cutting hearing to the September 1, 2015 Planning Board
Meeting. MOTION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

» Ryan property located at 143 Lighthouse View Road. Tax Map 115-001-000. Application
received March 18, 2015. Proposal to remove two (2) hemlock trees. Continued from the
April 7" meeting. Ms. St. John said she had received an email, and had anticipated Mr. Ryan
being in attendance.

MOTION WAS MADE (Jeremy Bonin) AND SECONDED (Paul Gorman) to
continue this hearing until the June 9, 2015 Planning Board meeting. Ms. St. John was
asked to contact Mr. Ryan to let him know the hearing was continued and his presence is
requested. MOTION WAS PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Home Business Site Plan Application and Public Hearing

» Colonial Armory Home Business Application. Located at 191 Old Main Street. Tax Map
#107-007-000 (Old #107-014-000). Approximately 4.6 acres. Property owned by Tacee and
Steven Walker (formerly owned by Carolyn Pelzel and Bruce McClintock). Zoned R2-
Residential. Owner proposes to use a section of the existing detached garage as an office and
for the storage of merchandise for an Internet-based sporting goods and sales company.




New London Planning Board
Draft Meeting Minutes of September 1, 2015
Page 4 of 5

v" Noted that in some instances business is sort of self-regulating, if parking is not there, no
business,

v" How will this impact the multi-tenant buildings such as the Stahlman building?

v" What does 1000 gross SF look like? The building behind Dunkin Donuts is 720 SF,
Bonin’s Architects building is 2,000 SF.

Discussion to continue at the Sept 15% meeting.

Zoning Amendments- discussion on tree cutting provisions

Chair Helm presented the need to get the Shoreland Ordinance including the tree cutting
provisions cleaned up. Chair Helm commented that it is nice to have a member of Conservation
Commission on the Planning Board serving as a liaison.

Jeremy Bonin presented a revised draft tree cutting application and instruction page for the
Board’s review. Noted the diagram in the current tree cutting application is good, but the rest of
it needs some revisions.

Key issues of this discussion:

v" ‘What board, commission or person should be reviewing and approving tree cutting
applications, should it be the Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Board of
Selectmen or some person/code enforcement or some other entity.

v" In previous discussions the Conservation Commission has expressed they don’t want to
be involved in site visits for tree cutting applications.

v" s it really necessary for the Planning Board and or Conservation Commission to even
review tree cutting application, as most are approved, and especially if they have more
than the 50 points required?

v" If the Town hires a Code Enforcement person is this something this person would do?

v" Suggest that maybe anyone cutting trees in the Shoreland Overlay District inform the
Town in advance so if phone calls are received the Town can say they have their
approval, meet the points, or don’t need any additional approval. Need to streamline the
process.

v’ Staff to invite Bob Brown, Conservation Commission Chair to the Sept 15% meeting to
discuss this issue.

Discussion to continue at the Sept 15th meeting.

CIP Subcommittee - Memo to the Plannine Board dated Sept 1, 2015

Chair Helm stated Bill Dietrich could not attend tonight. He referred to the memo dated
September 1, 2015 from the CIP Subcommittee to the Planning Board. Chair Helm thanked the
members of the subcommittee which included Bill Dietrich, Michelle Holton, Bill Berger, John
Tilley and Rob Prohl.
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way were marked by granite bounds, he would be fine to have the rest be rebar. Mr. Stanley reminded the
Planning Board that they went through a lot of trouble to protect the wetland by passing this no-cut zone,
so it wouldn’t make sense to go in and cut the trees down to put a bound.

Chair Cottrill asked why two of the bounds were very close to one another in the lower right. Mr.
Hershberg said that there had been some plans for conservation land in the past and this marks where a
trail would go. Over 100 acres of Mr. Ewing’s land was going to be conservation but it has not happened
yet. '

IT WAS MOVED (Peter Bianchi) AND SECONDED (Jeff Hollinger) to waive section VL.LK.2 of the
Land Subdivision Control Regulations to allow an alternative to the bounds by requiring five
granite or concrete on five bounds adjacent to the hammerhead area as outlined, and allowing the
rest of the bounds as outlined to be rebar in-gound or drill holes as appropriate.

THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Tree cutting Request — Terrv Dancy -

Mr. Stanley explained that Mr. Dancy has two trees on his property on Pleasant Lake that he is requesting
to,cut. The photos illustrated the trees in question and after recognizing that Mr. Dancy’s waterfront has
more than enough points needed to satisfy the requirement, Mr. Stanley opined that the request was
reasonable. The dead trees in question could take out other trees, as well as Mr. Dancy’s docks, if they
fell.

IT WAS MOVED (Peter Bianchi) AND SECONDED (Emma Crane) to approve the tree cutting
request by Terry Dancy. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

Tree cutting request — Scott Bateman lighthouse View Road 126-009-000

Mr. Stanley went to the property and saw that the owner has 96 points in the 35° segment. He has ample
points on both sides of the house and has a dead tree that needs to be removed. He had no issue with it at
all. They want to fell it onto the ice this winter.

IT WAS MOVED (Jeff Hollinger) AND SECONDED (John Tilley) to approve the tree cutting
request of Scott Bateman. THE MOTION WAS APPROVED UNANIOMUSLY.

Master Plan Schedule

Mr. Stanley explained that the Regional Planning Commission would not be prepared to discuss anything
until March. New London’s Town Meeting is the same night as the Master Plan work session in March.
He suggested that they could discuss the chapter during the business meeting in March or wait until April.
After some discussion they opted to deal with this scheduling during the February 22" meeting.

Minutes Approval

Minutes of December 8. 2010:
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MOTION (Jeremy Bonin) AND SECONDED (Peter Bianchi) to ask the Town Clerk to
present Amendment #2, with the proposed changes, on the Warrant for the Town
Meeting in May. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Peter Bianchi and Lucy St. John commented that the Board has received an email from Stefan
Timbrell dated March 16, 2015 regarding real estate signs, and if the total square footage refers
to one side or both sides of a sign. The Board discussed that most signs are two sided, noting for
example if the total square footage allowed is 10 square feet, that the sign could have 10 square
feet on each side.

MOTION (Michelle Holton) AND SECONDED (Liz Meller) for the board to
acknowledge it is common practice for a real estate sign to have one or two sides, each of
which can be up to 6 feet. Any free-standing sign can be two-sided, each side can have
the required square footage amount. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Michael Todd inquired about the RSA regarding real estate signs. Ms. St. John will provided the
RSA references regarding signs to him.

Tree Cutting Applications (Shoreland Overlay District)

» Bateman property located at 81 Lighthouse View Road, Tax Map 126-009-000.
Application received March 16, 2015. Proposal to remove two (2) trees — David Carey
was present to represent the Batemans regarding the application to cut two trees on their
property. Chair Helm remarked that in 2011, there was a previous approval for tree
cutting on that property. The total points for each 50 segment are different from what is
presented in the current application. The tree cutting provisions state that segment should
start form the northerly or easterly boundary of the property. Mr. Carey responded that
he went from right to left. The Board reviewed the 2011 application details and the
current application details and noted some discrepancy. Chair Helm asked the board if a
site walk should be scheduled. Ms. St. John also pointed out that knowing where the
50’reference line is important and should be delineated in the field.

MOTION (Peter Bianchi) AND SECONDED (Liz Meller) to conduct a site walk.
The Board scheduled the site walk for Tuesday, March 31% and the tree cutting

application would be included on the April 7" agenda for further discussion.
THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMMOUSLY.

» Ryan property located at 143 Lighthouse View Road. Tax Map 115-001-000.
Application received March 18, 2015. Proposal to remove two (2) hemlock trees. No one
was present to present the application.

MOTION (Peter Bianchi) AND SECONDED (Jeremy Bonin) to conduct a site
visit on Tuesday, March 31 at 6:00 pm along with the other site visit discussed
this evening and the tree cutting application would be included on the April 7th
agenda for further discussion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.



